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v _W_._:“ o @ay after day, in

.fi""ev b;ol or on the treatment table, I had been dnﬂed
m tfié names and the functions of the muscles of m
e g - tor
legfs. Charts were hung on the walls of'the doc.g
D
offices and in the treatment room, and Miss Plastri ge
1 lohned me a book with plates and complex explana-
"ion i isec tudy. B
‘tigns which I promised to study - A
A polig, like a diabetic,” she said, “must lea;n 0.
IR PR 11 '
be kis ewn physician. R
; ."L,M‘é::iﬂwhile., my brace had arrived. T had begun'b
: :arrﬁr? to stand in it, with Mrs. Schlosser on cne side -
arping to ste
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and Mac or the other, I had evelt taken a-felifalfer: -
ing steps, holding on to béth of them: It depte ed e
to find it so difficult. My Jeft lég would sooh bé godd
as new, with exercise, bt I had ot knowi thatthe
weakness of my hips;! only slightly invoived,: Would
so completely des'ti:‘oy; my ~fcéﬁng’70f*seéhrii Byen
with my back to a wall, ity brace Iociced 4t the ke,
I would. feel brittle- and “‘ifulnei'abl'é;if'at least ten fest
tall; thinking that if 1 fgeH-’Pwould'Asha_tter on thie floor - .
like a tower of blocks:ii s T i SR

I practiced with' the: otlgeré; I, to had my supers !
vised walking. Twice 'a wday Idi sthelength -of
Georgia Hall, with Mts: Schlossét: olding iy belt;
and when I finished thdt [ ‘tookmyﬂt{ifrﬁfdﬁtthéste;;s.
I practiced -falling on. thesgrassy OUtﬁlde;atiers ;
Schlosser would go down with me ﬁﬁi_{i'shéwfthé how .
I might learn t6 raise iysel dwithotit id, 4 feat which
I did not feel I could evetdecomtiplishy 4oy,

None¢ of those who- Worléett it

told mcf.’Th‘ere,WouldiBe;f fic: i
training! necessary to. atiticiplite. fily
how sympathetic they':;it}efg: /‘-A{‘id?:

good thing. + ; % r

Ty




MY PLACE TO STAND

So they could estimate the time when 1 would go .
home. It would be sometime in February, they
thought. T accepted this with mixed feelings. I did not
want to leave, yet I knew that when you had recov-
ergd -from . the first weakness of .the illness, and had -
mastered -the - technical details of compensation: for
- yqur d1sab111ty, then to delay in leaving would be to *
dngrease your: dependence. Also, you had to make
- toom for-the next one on the waiting list.

l‘.,MeanWhﬂe, on the social level of our life at the .
o ';Fc undation, we were preparing for Christmas. We 3,
lanned the decorations, and we practiced carols in
chapel Dr: Harald led -us in the latter and accom-

- i Mg and the Protestant service in the afternoomn.
o fmthe Weeks of practice our group became so pro-

,[;;

gjwere lifted into it as though we were going to
iticHestet. It was a warm evening; we wore no coats,
i 'diWe roHed the bus wmdows down to let in the

. in the elevator to’ smg i the;rboin

Foundation grounds in the darkness andiv -
carols. As we approachied 4 house :br: colt pen:
would slow the bus, and we would comes Eiiy §i:fbng1
in our best harmony while the' lights ‘t4mig ‘o
doorway and figures gathered thete 1o shott ‘biit-¢h
old greetings to us. Orice d“Wotiah tan into:the b4
with a plate of caridy, and we s*oppeu,
it through the open windows, : DA e
When we had covered ths grouhds in thxs ¥
'drove to the reat’ entrance of the Medlcal Btiddmg
The push boys had brodght Oli.r‘WheeI ch

.....

for us, and we. ‘were pu -ifite:th i

e
Aftet we had gone: hack«to oliratgoHS

I was just drifting i into* sIeep, 1hie € mghb s
tendanti puse otitside y door, She; Bpenéd the Hoor
stealthily and came in like o' conspxrdt‘ 5o 1 pefétided - :

to bé sound asleep while shié tie dths G‘Hﬁéﬁdas?étnck

ing to the back of miy Wheel t:ha.d‘ 1. ddn’t Beeiat alf - -
prepared for this, and iaftes| she' hlxdsgbheff §étaﬁp. l
quietly, hke a child, and felt the Fatitiliag
lines of ! oranges and ‘nilts, é%g tdf"l g ”
and not succeedlng very,‘\{fént t :

In the; morhing we wike, é:'ut’y f¢
sleepily, : whﬂé Dr. Harald; iiﬁfaﬁ“mu With
olic service, éalled i a netvaS stit 3 ;
the organ, “Now’ NOW?” {itify :




~And then, as we came out of the éhapel, our gener-
- ous Kicklebury friends, as if to ;steal a page right out
“of I'be Christmas Book, stopped s o ask if we would
~have breakfast af their house. S
.. 1t is very difficult when I come to this part of m
story, because for bieakfast we had champagne. Au-

thentic, French champagne, which we drank from’

hollow-stemmed glasses as we sat in our wheel chairs.
It isn’t easy to fit this episode into the general picture

our friends had of us (poor people, alone, and para-’

lyzed at Christmas time). ;

ut it was litde wonder that I fell out of my wheel
chait as T made my way back to my room. We had all

 stdyed tuch longer than we intended, and eaten very

- litfle; for who wants food when there is champagne?

| infself from the party and coasted by myself down
 the hill to Builder’s Hall. When one of the wheels of

iyt wheel chair struck a stone, I was pitched forward

- {ntp the road and lay there latfighing until someone
carhie to help me back in. .

Once back in my room, my head cleared of the wine

by the tumble and the excitement of the moment, I

. 'reic'hed with shaking fingers for my shining new brace
and strapped it to my right leg. Then I wheeled my-

self into Georgia Hall. -

'The doors of the dining room had already been
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it 1 hada promise to keep Withgfmyself, and I excused

.  WARM SPRINGS.
opened for dur'early' Christrhas dinnéi'; and "é’v‘e
there had gone in. T ‘wias glad that T was alc
Georgia Hall and I begait’to tremble with' &4
and apprehension. I W;Imeied my chair backivat
wall for support, and raised yself “upwar, t
chair’s arms. I locked ‘my brice at the kiiee® 4id s
reached for my new érﬁtches,?slu‘ng.on' the back of ..
the chair. ‘Then, for the first time' alone, 1 kept: the
promise I had made to myself in?N'zif)lé's; and my whole :
body light with happinés;s;'f vt;ralkéd iito the dining
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