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ANSWE

GENOCIDE

Bitter comic prescribes
big families as .
effective black protest

~..BY DICK GREGORY

Y ANSWER to genocide, quite simply, is cight black kids—and
another baby on the way. Now I know that statement is going to
upset a whole lot of white folks, and even some black folks. More
and more white folks these days who are interested in ecology and
overpopulation ask me why I have such a large family. Hell, I had
six kids before white fokks started getting concerned about ccology.

- ——-Now planncd parenthoed groups are saying that a_couple_should have

-

a maximum of 2% children. %m still trying to figur¢ out that half-a-kid.
I know my American history well erfough to know what “three-fifths”
of a man is. but half-a-kid?

I guess I never will understand white folks. Now thev're trving to
tell us how many babies we should have. But 'm one black cat who's

going to have all the kids he wants. White folks can have their birth

control. Personally, I've never trusted anvthing white folks tried to
. ®ive us with the word “control” in it. Anything good with the word
“control” in it, white folks don’t want us to have. As soon as we started
talking about community control, white folks wept crazy.




B+ vo-. l0sg my spnf. OQur family ywas se large that once a y
pack us"up and take us all Gut to dinncr and itwould cost him $125;

ettective black protest

- BY DICK GREGORY

Y ANSWER to genocide. quite simply. is eight black kids—and

another baby on the way. Now I know that statement is going to
upsct a whole Iot of white folks, and even some black folks. More
and more white folks these days who are interested in ecology and
overpopulation ask me why I have such a large family. Hell, I had
six kids before white fobks started getting concerned about ecology.

.- —-—Now planned parenthood groups are saving that a couple should have

a maximum of 2% children. #m still trying to figuré out that half-a-kid.
I know my American history well erfough to know what “threc-fifths”
of a man is, but half-a-kid?

I' guess I never will understand white folks. Now they're trying to
tell us how- many babies we should have. But I'm one black cat who's
going to have all the kids he wants. White folks can have their birth
control. Personally, I've never trusted anything white folks tried to

. give us with the word “control” in it. Anything good with the word
“control” in it, white folks don’t want us to have. As soon as we started
talking about community control, white folks went crazy.
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vears they told us where to sit. where to cat. and where to live. Now
they want to dictate our bedsoom habits. First the white man tells me

—to sit in the back of the bis. Now it looks like he wants me to sleep
under the bed. Back in the days of Slavery. black folks couldn’t grow
kids fast enough for white folks to harvest. Now that we've got a little
taste of power, white folks want us to call a moratorium on having
babies.

Of course, 1 could never participate in birth control, because I'm
against doing anything that goes against Nature. That's why I've
changed my cating habits so drastically over the years and have be-
come a vegetarian. And birth control is definitely against Nature. Can
you believe that human beings are the only creaturss who would ever
consider developing birth control pills® You mention contraception to
a gorilla and he will tear vour head off.

Like most black folks, I come from a large family. There were so
many of us kids sleeping in one bed that if I got up to go to the bath-
room during the .night I'd have to leave a_book mark so I wouldn’t

And that was at a 10¢ hamburger stand. -

And, of course, like all large black famili¢s we were poor. T remember
onc time I was up tight for money so I went to my father and said,
“Dad, % you don’t give me a nickel I'm going to run away from home.”
He looked at e and said, “I'm not going to give you one damn penny,

66

:ar my fathér would

-

“and ‘pcople thought we were dressed for th

and take your brothers with you.” Our family was so poor that onc
time we got garnisheed by the newspaper boy.

Being so poor, we never had enough food. I remember one Thanks-
giving my Momma came home with a turkey foot. All of us kids
gatherced around the pot while Momma boiled the foot and we watched
it shrink. Then we all sat around the table looking at that turkey foot
and waiting to dive into it, and Momma insisted that we pray dver it
first. T said, “Momma, I don’t have anything against praycrs or anything

- like. that. But if anyonc should be praying, it should be the turkey that

got away from that foot.” |
When I was a kid, Hallowcen was about the only holiday we could

enjoy. Halloween was the onc day wecould wear our-regular clothes - - o .
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look at me and say, “Look at Richard wcaring that old man’s costume,
And he’s wearing shoes that look just like feet.” - L
So I guess having a large family just comes natural to me. In fact,

.

"my wife had so many babics at the same hospital in Chicago that they

put a revolving door on ber room in the materity ward. Some of the

sioni. Fotks~would— -~ -
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Southemn white folks used ﬂou_xz_-_:o:z. me for having so many kids.
Governor Wallace even accused me of trying 4o grow niy own race.
And there are more large black families than most white folks realize.
The government keeps trying to tell us that there are 22 million black
folks in America, but you know that's a trick. Just stop and think:. Who
counts us? The census takers, and most of them are white. Being white,
w_z,v,dz, afraid to come into the black neighborhoods. Cairt vou just
‘hear two, white census takers standing at the edge of the ghetto?® One
of them says, “Chuck, how many Negroes do vou think there are in
that old run-down building vver yonder?” And Chuck savs, “I don't
know. Put down five.” Hell, there were 52 black folks in the toilet.
When [ was a kid, there were more than 22 million black folks jn
Tmy ftighborlivad i St._Louis. I'm 38 years old and Tvie never Seen a
census taker. Thagsmear® they missed e and oy, wife and cight kids.
And next year theyll miss gne more. So vou know What the consus
bureau does? They count all of the white folks in the United States and
then they tell us black folks that we're 10 percent of them.
Every chance [ get [ state publicly that I don't believe the govern-

. rpany bk peaple here K, Row ean vou.
. Aficures?” So 1 told him, “All right, T'll tell you. Theres koogobs of black
= rOTRS- T - .

N~ .
Members of Gregory family pose for picture outside their Chicago apartment.
From right, Miss, 2% Gregory, 4; Paula, 7; Stephunie, 6; Pamela, 7;
Lynn, 10; Michelle, 12; Mrs, Lillian Gregory; Clivistian, L. and the author.

Mrs. Gregory is expected to deliver the family's ninth child soon.

ment’s population statistics concerning black folks. T was on a television
show not long ago and the white cat interviewing me said, “Mr.
Gregory. I understand you don't believe the census burcau’s figures as
to the number of black people in the United States.” And [ said, “That's
right.” )

“Well,” the cat said, “if you don’t belicve the census count, just how
many black people are there?” And I said calmly, “I don't know.” Now
that upsct him. He got all indignant “If you dowrt know how

e g e .

and said,

are queshion_thé census

-
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guogobs does sound better than 22 million! Right away people started
phoning into the television studio asking, “What's Jedddl

ke

g00g0hs??
So the girl at the switchboard slipped a note to the interviewer and

. +

Continued on Next Page 67
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" Before Ne—__n on o:::m S,_nr ?B;vs ?F. O«mmod‘
brushes hair of youngest child, Christian. Older chilz
dren often assist her in taking care of smaller ones.

Pamela and w.o_.__o___o (r.) watch as Michelle plays tune on her oboe. Gregory vav
children usually behave “but there are those other times when you can just forget it.”
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vegetarians and he was a fruitarian until going on his

MY ANSWER TO GENOCIDE continued
he asked me, “Please, Mr. Gregory. Before you go, please tell us how

many is googobs?” So I said, “Have you cver been out in an open field
and looked out over the horizon to where the sky meets the ground?”
He said, “Yes.” “Well,” I said, “googobs means there’s some black folks
on the other side of that.”

One thing I can’t understand about black folks with large familics
is how so many scem to be embarrassed about being on relief. I could
never be embarrassed about some free money. Even my Momma used
to be:embarrassed-alioat the Eﬂmﬁ?ﬂﬁ%ﬂmﬂ%ﬁ&ﬂ.&ﬂg i
you're not on welfare, we are. That money’s Aid to Dependent Chil-

dren. If youre embarrassed, just give me my little picée of change *

And now I've got a cousin who’s cmbarrassed about her welfare
check. mG:oE.rdﬂ.uro.ddmwv wmove to-€anadamiiicn leb ke govern- -
d ..#ac Ahere and call i .Ho_.ﬁms Aid.”
So, as I w.mﬂwma? hy s wer 1 Fenocide W Aty :‘m*..gwmr...
And that is not at all a flippant statement. To understand the serious-
ness of my answer, you must first understand the word genocide and ~
its insidious m¥ifestations in the United States of America today.




T ﬂ%gw fast whitlrallows hinvonlyvted: euices. Gree--
- Tony dren are much healthier since they stopped

eating meats and have considerably more energy.

. . - %

Gregory gefs assistance from father combing his Afro.
"'Gregory. who is four vears old, has never had a hair-
cut. his father says. His first name is the same as his last.

The word genocide is rather new to the human vocabulary. although
it has a long and inglorious history in human practice. Genocide is ‘a
word coined in the 1930s by a Polish scholar, Raphacl Lemkin, who
combiried the Greck word genos—clan or religious group—with the
Latin word cide—killing. Genocide has $ome to mean “acts committed
with the intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, cthnical,
racial or religious group as such; by killing members of the group;

causing serious bodily or mental _r:._: to members of the m~o:~x

i.,»_u-L, x%%ﬁ%&?&ﬁ%@w *ﬁ@;m_,mﬁmm:-‘d:w\w#m.nanamﬂm
—- -~ ~briiig about its physicdl destruction in whole or in part; imposing
measures intended to prevent births within the group; or forcibly

transferring children of the group to another group.”
So when Adolph Hitler sent 6 million Jews to the gas chambers and
ovens, it was genocide. When the Turks slaughtered 1.2 million Arme-
rmammins T - 1915, it was genocide. When the ancient Romany fed Chris-
. 5 to the lions in P:nosvnwo:w cffort to wipe out Christianity, it was
e Ha:dmwmgmmwdﬁ@f “detiborate - wCt@6F mass “Kilig™ are: a»w&%.a:
recognized as genocide. But there are more subtle forms om genocide,
as_the above definition indicates, and these less-open acts of genocide

occur in America every day.

P

t

In Kitchen of their apartment located in Hyde Park section of ﬁ,_:f_:c Michelle (1. v
and Lynn slice plums while their father places them in machine to make juice.

Continued on Next Page 69
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Or one good reason.

There are lots of good reasons

for drinking Sunsweet®
Prune Juice, besides the
obvious one.

1. Nourishment.

Sunsweet contains more iron than

orange juice. We especially recommend
it for women because they require more
iron than men. We also recommend it
to teenagers as a refreshing substitute
for excessive sweets.

2. Vetsahlity

" Many -dihes are enhanced when you

add Sunsweet Prune Juice. For in-
stance. make a Prune Nog by mixing

e cup of chilled Sunsweet with one-
q&-\rlt*r( ‘up non-fat dry milk solids. Stir
together, add an egg, beat until frothy
and garnish with nutmeg. Delicious 1

3. Energy
Sunsweet can give you an energy lift.
It actuaily conlams more natural food
energy than orange, grapefruit, tomato
or pineapple juice.

4 Flavor.
Sunsweet is a.naturally delicious fruit.
juice so even kids go for it.

Do you need better reasons for enjoy-
ing ice-cold Sunsweet every morning?
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the luxury and eXcltement

of SATIN SHEETS

Experience the intimacy . . . the sensuous thrill

. . the soft, smooth, mv.l-ng elegance of satin!
You'll never go back to conventional sheets. Choose
from six shimmering decorator colors: Black, Red,
Creamy White, Gold, Royal Biue, and Avocado Green.
All'in washable acetate satin.

~ Sheet Set includes:
i 1 fitted bottom sheet.

- - 2 pillow cases
Double Sets .. 317.50 Queen Sets ..‘220.00
Twin RQate €17 9% Winm Cat 28 D

l straight top shegt: .. -

- folks. The infant mortality rate is at least twice as high for black

- preumonia twice %hat of the national average. There is more

s where else in America. Ther® is one doetor for every 900 Indians,

'people are not fully awaréef-its trismenting~Sobie follks;~for

in America and four times the death rate among white babics.

cesting mistake, The difference between suicide and genocide is in

 national average. And the terrible reality of suicide as a way out
-begms-at_age seven.on the Indian
‘eidal “conditions of life” forced upon tf'c AiTetTen THlians - stins. -

) . - L . . 3 )

Imeasures intended to prevent births within the group "—that is,

MY ANSWER TO GENOCIDE continved

Consider, for example, the policc moving in to raid the head- X
quarters of militant black groups. The police know in advance
; that the group is armed. So the police arm themselves with heavy
weaponry“and conduct the raid in such a manner as to be sure to
provoke the black militants to open fire in self-defense. Then the
police, who outnumber and are better armed than the militants,
usc the gunfire as an excuse to wipe them out. That is an act of
conscious genocide just as surely as throwing the Christians to
 the lions or herding the Jews into the gas-chambers, Especially ————
“when you consider that the police never use such tactics when
. conducting raids on non-black g gronps—the Mafia, the Minutemen,
~the Ku Klux Klan or the American Nazi party. What docs the
definition of g genocidesay? “. . L acts committed with the intent to
destroy in whole or in part”

Or consider the portion of the genocide definition which speaks
of * ‘deliberately inflicting on the group [black folks] conditions
of life calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole
or in part.” You could hardly find a betteg defipition of the pattern
of segregated housing in this country. Black people are hudvd
into small overcrowded arcas called ghettos, made to live in sub-
standard hausing where heat, water and plumbing facilitics are
lacking and adequate public services such as garbage removal
are withheld, making the ghetto areas breeding grounds for. rats,
discase and death. Add to this the poor food found in ghetto
supermarkets, the absence of health serviees, and the fires which
consume the run-down houses and the little kids who live in them.

What is the result? Black folks dic six years carlier than white

folks. Death for blacks is the result of the scgregated housing
patterns in the United States, and the Nixon Administration has
made it very clear that the pattern is “deliberate.”

What is true for black folks is also true for the American
Indians.

Whereas the majority of blacks are confined to ghettos, Indians
are confined to reservations. Certainly that pattern of “segregated
housing” is also quite dcliberate, officially backed by the United
States government. On some Indian reservations the infant mor-
tality rate reaches a staggering 100 deaths per 1,000 births. That's
about twice the infant mortality rate in the worst black ghettos

Indians on the reservations have a death rate from influenza and -
hunger and malnutrition on the Indian reservations than any-

and one dentist for ¢very 2,900. The average Indian on the reser-
“vation dies twenty-five years before other Americans.

The word genocideé is new enough in our vocabulary that many
example, mistakenly say it means “racial suicide.” It is an inter-
the conscious choice -of the victim. A person chooses to commit
suicide, The victim of genocide has no choice in the matter. But
it is an act of genocide for a government to create the conditions
of hopelessness, frustration and despair among a group of pedple
so that they choose suicide as the only available megns of escape.

The black suicide rate has always been higher than that of
whites, The' suicide rate among Indian teenagers is ten times the

servations. Can the geno-

more tragically illustrated?

Of course, one of the definitions of ge n()md(' is “imposing
forcing birth cortral measures upon black folks, Thtre is ample
cvidence that gover aent pr OErams dcsq,nul for_poor black folks
¢mphasize birth gontrol and abortion availability, both measures
obviously dcsl;,nv( to lumt the black popul.ltl()n SU(.h obvious
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Or one good reason.

There are lots of good reasons

for drinking Sunsweet®
Prune Juice, besides the
obvious one.

1. Nourishment.

Sunsweet contains more iron than

orange juice. We especially recommend
it for women because they require more
iron than men. We also recommend it
to teenagers as a refreshing substitute
for excessive sweets.

2. Versatility.-

" Many d#shes are enhanced when you

add Sunsweet Prune Juice. For in-
stance. make a Prune Nog by mixing
one cup of chilled Sunsweet with one-
qifarter cup non-fat dry milk solids. Stir
together, add an egg, beat until frothy
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3. Energy.
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It actually contains more natural food
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w oaponry' and conduct the raid in such a manner as to be sure to
provoke the black militants to open firc in self-defense. Then the
police, who outnumber and are better armed than the militants,
usc the gunfire as an excuse to wipe them out. That is an act of
conscious genocide. just as surely as throwing the Christians to

 the lions or herding the Jews into the gas.chambers, Espeeially--—- L.
when you ‘consider that the police never use such tactics when
i conducting raids on non-black g groups—the Mafia, the Minutemen,
the Ku Klux Klan or the American Nazi party. What docs the
“definition of genocidesay? “. . . acts committed with the intent to
destroy in whole or in part.”
' Or consider the portion of the genocidd de finition which speaks
of “deliberately inflicting on the group [black folks] conditions
of life calculated to bring about its physical destructuon in whole
or in part.” You could hardly find a betteg defipition of the pattern
of scgregated housing in this country. Black people are herded
into small overcrowdcd arcas called ghettos, made to live in sub-
standard hausing where heat, water and plumbing facilitics are
“lacking and adequate public services such as garbage removal
are withheld, making the ghetto arcas breeding grounds for. rats,
discase and death. Add to this the poor food found in ghetto
supermarkets, the absence of health services, and the fires which
consume the run-dewn houses and the little kids who live in them.

What is the result® Black folks dic six years carlier than white
folks. The infant mortality rate is at least twice as high for black
folks. Death for blacks is the result of the segregated housing
patterns in the United States, and the Nixon Administration has
made it very clear that the pattern is “deliberate.”

What is truc for black folks is also true for the American
Indians.

Whereas the majority of blacks are confined to ghettos, Indians
are confined to reservations. Certainly that pattern of “segregated
housing” is also quite dcliberate, officially backed by the United
- States government. On some Indian reservations the infant mor-
tality rate reaches a staggering 100 deaths per 1,000 births. That’s
_about twice the infant mortality rate in the worst black ghettos
in America and four times the death ratc among white babies.

Indians on the reservations have a death rate from influenza and -
. pncumonia twice dhat of the national average. There is more
hunger and malnutrition on the Indian reservations than any-
twhere else in America. Therd is one doetor for every 900 Indians,
and one dentist for every 2,900. The average Indian on the reser-
“vation dies twenty-five years before other Americans.

The word genocide is new enough in our vocabulary that many
'people are not fully awaré“ef-its trussmenring:*Sonie folks~for -
example, mlstal\enly say it means “racial suicide.” It is an inter-
esting mistake. The difference between suicide and genocide is in
the conscious choice-of the victim. A person chooses to commit
suicide. The victim of genocide has no choice in the matter. But
it is an act of genocide for a government to create the conditions
of hopelessness, frustration and despair among a group of pedple
so that they choose suicide as the only available means of escape.

The black suicide rate has always been higher than that of
whites. The' suicide rate among Indian teenagers is ten times the
 national average. And the terrible reality of suicide as a way out
- begins-at-age.seven.on the Indian reservations. Can the geno-
‘cidal “conditions of life” forced upop tﬁv ATCHERT THittiomes - o=
more tragically illustrated?

Of course, one of the definitions of ge no(ldo is ‘impos'ing
measures intended to prevent births within the group "—that is,
forcing birth contrel mcasures upon black folks. Thre is ample
Ievidenee that govieraent programs designed, fog poor black folks
‘cmphasl/(‘ birth ‘ontrol and abortion availability, both measurcs
obviously designed to limit the black population. Such obvious
taetics of genocide are casier to deal with than measures designed
 to inflict “mental harm and destniction.” Birth control measures
can be combated by ])l.ul\ women refusing to “swallow” that lmo
But mental abuse is more subtle and insidious.
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it_is an accident. that advertisers . makew-the “Mack smalezrrser -
attractive than the black female? You have never seen them use
a fat. out-of-shape hillbilly white woman to advertise anything,

So the mental abuse of black folks’is subtly, insidioasly and
deeply woven into the fabric of the America system. It is seen in
more open manifestations in the condition of ghetto schools and
the quality of public cducation in black communities. Tt is little
wonder, then, that the United States still has not ratified the 1948
United Nations Genocide Convention which made the crime of
genocide a part of international law. Russia, China and 73 other
countries have done so but not the United States. Critics of the
Genocide Convention in the United States cite the “mental harm”
part of the definition as being too vague, while at the same time
insisting that this nation W()ul(l never consider participating in
acts of genocide.

[ say that it is casily proved. All it would take for the Unitv(l
States to ratify the United Nytions Genocide Agreement, thereby
«exposing this nation to the full weight of international opinion on

 *ThE matter Fven Pt sident-Nixon-has- seeenmended suc hoaggion,..

- But obv musly the Senate has profound reservations, knowing of *
th ther “reservations’ this nation perpetuates.

In the meantime, my answer to genocide remains eight black
kids. And that means eight black minds in preparation. If “they
are ever asked to draw a picture of themselves and they draw
pictures of animals, it will ()nly mean they can't draw!




