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 Lift the Federal Ban on Needle Exchange ndd

An NIH Consensus Conference’s
recent scientific|conclusion about the
effectiveness of needle-exchange pro-
grams in reducing the spread of dis-
eases sucti as AIDS referred to the
“dangerous chasm” between this find-
ing and public policy in the United
States. The Post’s Feb. 15 editorial
“Needles and Classroom Candor,”
while stating that “government poli-
cies that reject: these findings and
ignore these preventive steps must
be changed,” did not mention that
although Congress imposed the ban
on use of federal funds to pay for
needle-exchange ' programs, further
legislative action is not required to
allow funding but merely a finding by
the secretary of health and human
services that needle-exchange pro-
grams reduce AIDS transmission and

do not increase drug use.
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NIH's recent stitment was not the
first time a government agency or a
government-funded study has con-
cluded -that needle-exchange pro-
grams can decrease the spread of
infection without increasing drug use,
and thus recommended that the. ban
prohibiting use of federal funds be
lifted. The National Commission on
AIDS (1991), the University of Cali-
fornia (1993), the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (1993) and
the Institute of Medicine of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences (1995) all
reached the same conclusions.

If the medical and scientific evi-
dence is so clear, why does the ban
persist? It is increasingly obvious that
the “dangerous chasm” between sci-
ence and policy emanates from pol-
icies set in the White House's Office
of National Drug Control Policy,
whose simplistic mantra of “no drugs”
is incompatible with federal funding of
needle-exchange programs. A state-
ment on needle-exchange from the
drug policy. office dated Jan. 31 said
that it “will not advocate a Federal
pohcy that is centered on government
prowsnon of the tools to support ad-
diction.” The statement went on to
explain that “needle exchange is nei-
ther an adequate substitute for drug

treatment nor a preferred means of .

facilitating entry into drug treat-
ment.” There are more than enough
official scientific opinions to enable
Health and Human Services Secre-
tary Donna Shalala to save thousands

of lives by decreeing that the politiG®
ly motivated anti-scientific ban, oﬂ'f&f“
eral funding of needle-exchangé o
grams—the “dangerous chasm

ended. e
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n suit in reggae shooting

wse the City's Emer-
edical Service (EMS)
diagnose the serious-
T wounds.
Ms. Pearson was in-
S came in, but didn’t
properly or carry her
by hospital quickly,”
Robert C. Dorf ex-
‘Basically she bled to
t none of her wounds
fatal. They just didn't
199ess her injuries.”’
was wounded at least
i two wounds in her
two in her chest, and
er groin. Conflicting
ite she was among the
ported from the scene
age and was. taken to
anty Hospital, where
refused admittance.
later transported to
Hospital where emer-
m personnel did not
iow severely she was
mtil too late, accord-
1.
they got her on the
table they saw she
ullet wounds and 750
centimeters) of blood
x,” Dorf stated. ‘‘She
eath, and she didn’t

Iso contends other

rgianna wins

1tize the wunion.”’
was chosen president
others filled various
fficers and all became
of the executive coun-

wurt papers said they
moothly together until
ing of 1987 when
n became convinced
vard Kay, the union’s
~treasurer, had begun
p her powers under the
-onstitution.

'

parts of the suit case have him gation into the shootings. No

perplexed and annoyed. to date
he has not received a record of
the incident from Diane Con-
yers of the Brooklyn District
Attorney's office, from EMS or
Brookdale Hospital, who claim-.
ed they have lost the records of
treatment.

“Brookdale has lost all of
their records and EMS have not
provided them at this time,”
Dorf stated. *‘They claimed
when we had our municipal
hearing in March 1988, that she
(Conyers) would provide the
EMS records. But she just re-
cently provided an affidavit
saying she was about to provide
them. She claimed_in_the_af- _
fidavit that because we gave
them the wrong time in the
notice of claim that she couldn’t
find them. Well I don't buy that
at all. We gave her the date of
the incident, the number of the
EMS vehicle and all the right in-
formation, so I don't find that
reasonable. 'she says that she
will provide them shortly.”

The suit names the City and
its Health and Hospital Corpor-
ation, Brookdale Hospital, the
concert organizers and the
owner of the Esquire Club.
Police continue their investi-

figurehead. The amendments
were scheduled for a referendum
in the preparation for which
defendants’ actions precipitated
Johnson'’s suit.

Johnson had published a col-
umn regularly in the union’s
monthly newspaper, the Local
1199 News, But in the wran-
gling, Kay and his executive
council team took unto them-
selves the right to say what
would be published and kept
president Johnson’s column out
of the News. '

In its decision the Court of
Appeals said: ‘“We agree with
the district court that, where
the executive council has seized

one has been arrested or charg-
ed

“The case is under very active

investigation by police and the
DA; Dorf stated. “It's a dif-
ficult situation because of the

large number of persons involv-
ed.

Attempts to contact Conyers
were unsuccessful.

The claim for $5 million was
filed against, the ownerd and or-
ganizers of the concert. When
filing a malpractice suit.against
the City, no dollar amount can
be named in advance, according
to Dorf.

SUPPORT FOR FREE NEEDLES-These concerned citizens
show their support for the free needle program aimed at reducing
the risk of spreading AIDS by drug addicts. They demonstrated
outside the New York City Department of Health, 125 Worth St.
in Manhattan. Most Black leaders oppose the program. (Kevin

Brown photo)

Parents group warns

The New York City Parents
Group, formed in portest of the
announcement by the city that
free needles will be distributed
to drug addicts, has filed notice
that it will hold the city and
Mayor Koch responsible for any
accidents caused by discarded
needles distributed by the city.

A spokesperson for the group
stated: ‘“This is absolutely the
worst of a series of instant
ideas that this administra)cion
has come up with. They are
bankrupt for leadership ideas
and always seem to come up
with programs that increase
rather than reduce the hazards
that they intend to address.”

control of the means of union___ mqp . group will also' demand

communication, 'the duty of the

PPN 2 PR OT varinawt ta tha mome.

City on free needles

that the group that issues the
needles will be responsible for
collecting the used needles, and
should publicly file a plan on
how they are to do this to insure
that the recipients do not dis-
card the needles in trash cans or
on public streets for kids to pick
up or for an unsuspecting
pedestrian to stumble on and
scratch themselves,
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Any such accident, even with -

a needle that might not be
AIDS infected, would cause suf-
fering and worry to the injured
person for up to ten years,
wondering if they would con-
tract the dreaded disease.

Notice was issued to the
Mayor's office on Monday, Oc-
tober 31, by the group.
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Addicts

idea bad
By PETER NOEL
Special to the Amsterdam News
The heads of two.drug rehabilita-
tion programs in Harlem this week
blasted state health officials for
studying the possibility of giving
some drug addicts free needles to halt
the spread of AIDS.
“Providing needles would en-
courage individuals to think that
drug abuse is condoned in some form
or fashion,” said Sydney Moshette,
executive director of Reality House
whose ambulatory drug rehabilita-
tion clinic helps more than 500 people
turn away from drug use.
“What is needed is prevention and
educational efforts concurrent with
drastic improvements in the ‘quality
of life in the community.”
State Health Commissioner David
Axelrod last week tested public reac-
tion to a plan to give needles to ad-
dicts. But Axelrod has not endorsed
the plan described by Mayor Edward
Koch as a good idea.
Koch's health commissioner Ste-

phen Joseph said Sunday on WNBC-
TV's News Forum: he would like to

begin experiments with s QupS
of drug addicts who would be given
clean hypodermic needles. AIDS is
spread among drug users who use the
same needle to inject drugs.

“This would involve a restricted
geographic area and a small number
of people,” Joseph told reporters.
“Perhaps in the magnitude of hun-
dreds rather than larger numbers.”
But Joseph advocated a ‘“‘carefully
controlled study that would help us
decide what is best to do next.”
Said James Allen, executive direc-
tor of the Addict Rehabilitation Cen-
ter at 1881 Park Ave., in Harlem:
“They should take the money they

high and expand programs that pro-
vide treatment.”’

James' program oversees the treat-
ment of 250 drug free former addicts.
He said with a waiting list of 200
drug victims begging to get into the

‘ceived.

are going to spend to help addicts get

program, the needle plan was lll-con-..

A former principal of Martin Luther
King, Jr. High School in Manhattan,
Mickens said he is still trying to figure
out why the Board would target some
nine schools in predominantly minority
neighborhoods for the birth-control pro-
gram.

“Why isn’t the program placed in
Riverdale?”’ Mickens asked. Riverdale is
an affluent community that is
predominantly white. Mickens also ask-
ed why the Board didn’t make the pro-

Uthers nad objected to the programi be-
cause they said it did not involve paren-
tal permission.

Meanwhile Robert Wagner Jt. presi-
dent of the board said Tuesday that he
was considering disciplinary action
against Mickens for his refusal to en-
fofce the birth control program at his
school.

Wagner told reporters that Mickens’
action . 'is in clear violation of board
policy”, and added that he would hope
the principal would reconsider his op-

Minors win abort

without parental

On Nov. 7, Minnesota minors forced to
go to court before obtaining abortions
were sent home and told Minnesota
could no longer intrude on their per-
sonal, moral decision.

In ruling in Hodgson v. The State of
Minnesota , the U.S. District Court for
the District of Minnesota struck down
as unconstitutional the state’s law requir-
ing mandatory parental notification for
minors seeking abortions.

Janet Benshoof, director of the ACLU
Reproductive Freedom Project and lead
attroney on the case, said that ‘‘this case
is a vindication of the rights of minors
who have ‘been needlessly suffering un-
der a system designed to make political
points at the expense of young women'’s
constitutional rights.”

Up until the ruling, Minnesota has re-
quired teens seeking abortions to notify

their parents or to go to court and prove
that it was in their best interests or that
they were mature enough to make their
own decision about whether to continue
a pregnancy. Minnesota’s statute re-
quired notice to both biological parents,
if living, without exception for divorce,
incest, adoption, spousal battering, or
other compelling circumstances and
even if the parents were never married
or the pregnant minor had never met he:
noncustodial parent.

The court’s opinion striking down the
Minnesota law is the first to establish
the catastrophic effect that such lawshave
had.on teenagers, their families, and the
provision of quality medical care. Al
though Judge Donald D. Alsop per
manently enjoined enforcement of the
Minnesota parental notification statute
on narrow grounds, he found overwhelm-

{Shelley. Brown. Photo). .

SPECIAL GUEST - Pupils at the Harriett Tubman Elementary School on Adam

Clayton Powell, Jr. Blvd. and West 126th St. in Harlem welcome Manhattan

- Borough Presgident David Dinkins on-campus-to participate-in- anpecialprogmm
The theme for the dqy's occasion was “Yes 1 Can" and “I am Somebody
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HISTORY OF

By CHARLES B. RANGEL

From the Khyber Pass to the cloud-
wreathed peaks of the Andes, from inac-
cessible Mexican popoy fields to the
jllup,l(:u ol “lhuiu, L:u, ‘lln.{:ii«';;uu and
trafficking of illicit narcotics strains the
resources of law enforcement officials
everywhere while laying waste to those
who succumb to their poisons. Opium,
coca and cannabis, the three basic sub-
stunces responsible for the drup
epidemic in e Umuesd  Seaies and
throughout the wcrld today trace their
histories back many thousands of years.
Man’s use and misuse of these sub-
stances likewise dates back centuries.
It was not until the 19th century
toward the end of the Age of Discovery
with the development of organized trade
and travel between the nations that the
medical misuse and widespread abuse of
opium, coca and cannabis and their
derivatives became a world problem.
Scientific and technical progress
resulted in the extraction of morphine
from opium in 1805. Heroin was first
synthesized from morphine in 1874. Co-
caine was first extracted from coca leaf
in 1856. The hypodermic needle was also
discovered in 1855 and was immediately
hailed as a medical breakthough. Unfor-
tunately the hypodermic very quickly
became the instrument which most
facilitated the worldwide abuse of mor-
phine and eventually heroin and cocaine,
The drugs themselves during this period
were produced and distributed without
controls.

In the early 1800's the Opium Wars
were fought between the Chinese and
the British. It was the British who intro-
duced opium to the Asian nation and
kept the flood of opium running to
China. The Chinese paid for it with silver
and wasted lives. Finally the Emperor
destroyed all of the stored opium and
declared an end to. what one British his-
torian says was probably the largest
commerce of its time. However, the
British in response sent warships and
troops and crushed the Chinese
defenders.

By 1900, the medical community and

By DAVID N. DINKINS
Our city faces a grave crisis in provid-
ing adequate, affordable housing for all

New Yorkers. We commonly speak
ahant o hangineg ahartaen " seernan ¥}
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world leaders began to recognize the
problem of narcotics abuse and the
dangers that it posed to the health of the
world nanulatinn, Thie lod tn the Shan-
ghal Uplunr Comumnssion of 1O0Y where
the 13 major powers of the time met to
consider ways to address the problem
under control. The Harrison Narcotic
Control Act of 1915 was one of this
country’s earliest efforts to stem nar-
cobica b

Between 1931 nnd 1934 thc trafﬁc nnd'

abuse of opium, heroin, morphine and co-
caine did decline generally around the
world. However, French organized drug
production and trafficking groups were
bugy at this time setting up clandestine
labs in Paris and Marseille to illicitly
manufacture heroin from raw materials
smuggled from Eastern Europe. The
business thrived, for there were, by the
mid-1930’s, still no worldwide controls
upon production of opium, coca and
cannabis. Cocaine in this period was not
readily available throughout the world.
Not until the early 1960’s did criminal
groups in South America develop the
capacity to produce cocaine on a scale
large enough for it to be a cause for great
alarm.

With the outbreak of World War II,
and the fall of France in June 1940, the
smuggling of heroin from France ended
entirely. A small and sporadic traffic of
heroin, morphine and opium continued
from the Far East but this too ended in
1941 with the attack on Pearl Harbor.
During the war years limited quantities
of heroin entered the U.S. from Mexico.
Opium was also brought here from In-
dia and Iran. The addict population
however dropped tounder 10,000 peo-
ple.

Following World War 11, the United
Nations assumed the responsibility
formerly held by the League of Nations
to affect the international narcotics con-
trol mechanism. One of its first orders of
business was the placing of controls on
two newly created synthetnc narcotics,
methadone, developed in Germany and
Péthadine or Meperdine, developed by
the U.S. and Britain.

ty Housing projects;

*That 47,000 families have doubled up
living with other families and friends;
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————  Opinion

Drug abuse in U.S.

The period, 1951 to 1964 was one that
saw a great deal of international involve-
ment in the effort to halt drug abuse.
Tha 11.S. in 1051 enacted the “Bopers
fauw " which brought about the tirst min-
imum mandatory penalties for the sale
and traffic of narcotic drugs. The Opium
Protocol of 1953 limited opium pro-
duction for export, allowing just coun-
tries to ship it overseas. Perhaps the

- mest. important international narcotics

control agrecement is the 1961 Single
Convention on Narcotic Drugs which
also provided for bringing the cultiva-
tion of coca and cannabis under a
system of control. Over 100 govern-
ments have ratified this treaty.

The “‘baby boom’’ of the post-war era
was a phenomenon that caught many in-
volved with narcotics control unaware.
These born in 1946 and after were mov-
ing into the 17 to 34 year old age groups
by 1964. The potential drug market was
enormous. In fact by 1964 the heroin
and cocaine epidemic had began in this
country in earnest. The abuse of mari-
juana, LSD and others also rose to levels
never seen before in the history of man.
By the beginning of the 70’s, heroin ad-
diction alone was estimated to reach
650,000 out of a population of over 200
million people. :

Today while the number of those ad-
dicted has declined some, it is_still be-
lieved that about 4 tons of heroin enter
the U.S. a year and that there are some
500,000 heroin addicts. It is also es-
timated that some 85 tons of cocaine
enter the U.S. each year. an estimated
to 20 million people use it.:As for:mari-.
juana, my Seléct Committee on Nir.

from 30,000 to. 60,000 tons'enter/ the .-
000 .

country annually and that atleast
tons are produced in the U.S. Approx-
imately 25 million Amerlcans are
regular users.

These are certamly t.roublmg statis-
tics. In the weeks to come this article
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cotics Abuse and Control estxmates:[hat h

will take a closer look at the various nar-- .

cotics as well as efforts being made to
bring narcotics production. trafficking

and.-abuse under control in the Umted :

States.

City housing problems

designed to get the- money - ﬂowmg

quickly and easily into decent low and

moderate income housing and not have -

loopholes that promote luxury-develop-.
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