LIVING
WITH DEATH

I uE most ebvious difference be-

tween Virginia and England was the abundance of laind and the ab-
sence of people. The native population which might have made the
two countrics radically different was small to begin with and became
rapidly smaller under the onshght of Eurapean discases and weap-
ons. Once the Unglish pushed the remnants out of the way, they had
several million acres of fertile tidewater Tands available for 2 mere
handful of scedlers. The relative abundance of land and the shortage
of people would shape Virginian—and American: -history for cen-
turics to comc. But during the colony’s first half century the shortage
of pcoplc wis different in kind from any experienced in Americans’
later absorpzion of the continent. Jr was nor just that the colony was
new, Tt was nor just 2 matter of time, needed to build up the stream
of immigrants. It was a matter of death. The rich lands of the tide-
water were empty not simply for lack of immigrants but because the
men who did come to settle on them dicd so fast. We have scen that
after 1625 the colony grew rapidly. But the growth was achieved in
the face of a continuing death rate of appalling proportions.

It is well known that before 1624 Virginia was a death trap for
most of those who went there. One reason why the king dissolved
the Virginia Company was that it scemed to have sent o many men
to their deaths without taking adequate measures to feed and sheleer
them. Tuis well known, too, tht summer in Virginia was a danger-
ous time for new arrivals. This was “scasoning” time, and those who
survived it were said to be Pseasoned™ and thus e o the dan-
gers of futere secmmers.’ What i ot generally Enovon is that either
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the discascs involved in seasoning (probably wyphoid fever) ® or
other discases continued to kill Virginians in large nuinbiers long
after 1625. The ycars from 1625 to 1640, when population suore than
quintupled, from 1,300 to about 8,100, included the period of the
Great Migration from England. During these years it is probable
that immigrants to Virginia averagred at least 1,000 a year, The gov-
crnor wrote in February, 1628, of 1,000 “laicly receaved,”? and in
February, 1634, of 1,200 as “this ycares newcomers.” * Persons ar-
riving “this ycar” were reported in July, 1634, as 1,500,% in May,
1635, s 2,000, and in March, 1636, as 1,606." \We have actual ree-
ords for the ycar 1635 of 2,010 persons embarking for Virginia from
London,* and London was not the only port of embarkation, Per-
haps these years were exceptional, but other scattered records ind;-
cate a continuing heavy cxodus from England.® If immigrants did
average 1,000 a year during the years from 1625 to 1640, then 1 §,000
immigrants increascd the population by a little less than 7,000. Since
most immigrants came as servants and were bound for periods of
four to seven years in order to repay their passage, it is unlikely that
there was a heavy return migration of men ready to pay an c:lunlly
heavy price to'go back where they came from. No matter how one
reads the figurcs, they show that Virginians had to cope year after
year with a death rate comparable only to that of severe epidemic
years'in England,

There is literary evidence to support such a conclusion. Samuel
Maverick, returning from Virginia to New England in August,
1636, said that 1,800 had dicd there the year before,'® A Dmcl\‘ship
captain who called at the colony in the summer of 1636 noted that
thirty-six sail of ship were there but that they had arrived before the
scasoning months were over and that fiftcen of the thirty-six cap-
tains had conscquently died.!* In 1638, the Flouse of “Burgesses
Lxxl’ g:;«;(;:x ’\-\:;:]oucs, “The First Epidemic in English Au.xcrica." vmunR,
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doubted the feasibility of the king's scheme for limiting tobaceo pro-
duction because of the impossibility of determining the size of such
a perishing population as theirs, “Ii respeet,” they said, “of the un-
certen nomber of people yearcly comeinge and the mortallity of
people here farre greater some ycares then athers . . . wee are not
at anic tyme certen of the nomber of our Tnhabitants.” ** At the same
time the burgesses objected to a request from the king for an ac-
count of the debts owed by each planter. Vhe information could not
be had, they said, because a third of the debis outstanding in the
country were contracted by persons since deceased and could be
ascertained only as suits were brought by creditors.’® That the col-
ony would have expired but for the annual uansfusion of immigrams
is suggested by the complaint of the inhabitants in 1638 that a pro-

-~ posed monopoly contract for the purchase of Virginia tobacco would

prevent any ships from coming “excepting sonme few biclonging 1o
the Contractors.” The result would be that “the Collonye will in
short tyme mclt to nothing for want of supplycs of people.* M
Although Virginia was supposed to be particularly deadly for
new immigrants, seasoned inhabitants too may have experienced 2
death rate higher than was common in Englnd. The absence of
parish registers makes it virtually impossible to obtain the birth and
dcath dates of any substantial group of seventeenth-century Virgin-
sans after the census taken in 162.4/5. But one crude index of longev-
ity can be gleaned from the records of the Norfolk Coumy court,
which include a substantial number of depositions. At the beginning
of 2 deposition, the witness ordinarily gave his name and age. The
ages arc doubtless rough, for people frequently did not know their
exact age and added “or thercabouts™ to the number given. The wit-
nesses were of all social classes, including servants, Of the 207 per-
sons who gave depositions between 1637. when the records begin,
and 1664, when the number of depositions drops off, the approxi-
mate date of death for g9 shows up incidentally in the records by
1700. For these g9 persons identified (all but three of whom were

malc) the average age at death was 48.%

12C.0. 1/33, M.239-40; printed in Jowaals of the House of Brergesses,
1619-2658/59, 59 61. Another copy of this docoment is printed, wrongly
sssigned to the ycar 1€58, in 1. R. Mcllwaine, o, Jowraals of the House
of Rurgesses of Virginis, 165y '6o-169;3 (Richimond, 1913), 5354

1 1hid. HCO. 179, 1238,

313 The mcdian age was between 47 and g8 The oldest was Bo and the
youngest 24, The aversge age at whith the petsons sade theie depasitions
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It |s.dxlhcult to measure such a figurc against the life talle
duced with more precise and abundant figures for Fngla “ ], s ];fo.
rope at the time, but & would scem that the Jife Lf’ ,‘c'f‘ Ofi."“'
scasoned adv::hs in Norfolk County was somewhat Io;sl-c:l;;m) '."!
ct-pcc(:‘mcy In contemporary England and very much lowe “lm fe
New England, where the men who setded Andover Ma rl: s
at about the same period, lived to an average 71.8 )’c'ars ,:s ::/cu;i?:'

and thus came under observation was H
was 1;) and the oldest Go. It is doublfuI’:h:: (a' ;::r:l:cz??h:’;cz-h‘:i)-(l::ngc“
g'7oo or pcr;ons who may have dicd after that date would be cl":uff lw"d
the names of those whose death had not been mentioned by then ;: :1' i -
:;:csaf:nf: to ,ﬁgure in 'lhc records. The date of death has been (:l' L
the csmc“o::‘l v ns- pcrs.ons wil! was proved, or the date of the im'cmu‘: n 3;
(‘m‘uﬂ“,' > o“‘:l ate w l;cn he is first referred 1o in the records as "dccc:icg"
(freque ‘h)c one “""_"_’h a death onl)'_ from the mention of sonicone's having
Ppricd the wk :\vl/,). ¢ figures thus tend to exapperate a livde the Jen 'tllb
o lify ;'m‘ hould ¢ noted tgo .lh:‘lt lfmgc\'i(_\' in Norfolk may have bsf:1
wer o o..'“ p:;ts of V nrgmn." The county apparently had the reput .
Sion of b uf‘ ,ar: un g'aghy place.” Sce Francis Nicholson to liu:r’:l :E ‘
of Vivgins (Chitoton, S.Co. v613)s 1on Foems L toricsl Colerions
So;:zlal l)cvclopu'wnr ?f Sc\'cn;ccnth-b::tst;ry CS\‘::HI C};::nl:; “{sfm}o:u'i'c and
r::nslwd doctoral dlss.crmion. Uni\'ctsity of \\"ashingu;n' o Lun-
cmpts to construct life tables for men born in that "’9” ). 11438,
and lﬁn:,) lm;cd on 63 persons. county between 1650
n longevity in England ‘see Peter Laslcwt, The W'orl ’
é‘;’,;,‘,’,‘,-’;‘,ﬁ‘.’";."‘j"-”*’“ on Andvver, Mass., Philip . Grcv::,n '3: l;:‘
Genera (m;:uo[;:\: :'mm, Land, end Im_m'ly in Colonial Ihhl(l:'c:! :il.m:"
et (has y i’c., |97.0). 26-27. A slightly different measure of. loage .
i ')m o vlk can ?bfamcd from the county commissioners, Of the -‘{: ‘t
. ”cﬂmslald:s‘cmmmsslonm between 1637 and 1660, the age at dc:(hu"’
v asce bc(:: ] or twcmy-!uuf. The average ape ae death was 49 and :lm
median bev :; n.,.|.7.'and 45, The oldest was 94 and the youngest 31 ’l'llc
avers g(m !im which they became commissioners and thus come ’d -
s 36 and the median between ‘37 and 38 The v apwer ob-
\;'lwn he bcc.:mlc a commissioner and the oldest 6. 'I"lw h '3 “-" "Fff' i
:':: ;:::.;:‘r':':t;on o[' a.l'l anonynots \'irgiuia clesgyman in 1;6.:‘: ;“::{';ln\'\ul;
e Il -'|i-‘|‘: sa; , “They scl.f -:m:.ln:c longer than 4o or so ‘.N:, '\'cil;h:
it b‘.s\ who are born j.: Virginia live beyond ‘that age vr‘]: i .f
gellis, 4 ceount 9! the Indi. :in Virginia,” 230), “Thre s ; ; ey
of longevity in \ irginia show somw o hae ditferent n-mll;. W ‘:Jl‘ . M'“Sll‘lle::
:::“{lumfd avc:rngc.i.ungcvity in Vigginis, “based on a swd)\' 0;‘-";:. .;:,-'f".
hm‘:i:,:‘:’l.l'l":"{‘lf-\(';:l"‘:':. P:\‘!l‘: 5 ; )"‘c-\u and § sonths, “l-‘pi\l'cmics lgul‘;n:‘;
! o ctwiinge Sovenitee P ) :
Population,” Bulletin of by ;l..':‘a;::':;"iil:;,‘.‘.:'::"{lt{lﬂms‘ )"i’lii“i: :
bl i) 43462,
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glimpse of what Virginians considered 1o bie ol age in the orders of

the Norfolk court relieving aged persons of taxation, Sardholomew

Hoskins was relieved of taxes when he was 47, hecause he was aged

and infirm and had been in the colony since the time of Sir "Thomas

Dale.!* Rowland Morgan got the same privilege at 54 because he

was a “poor ancient man” and Samucl Tutbey at 53 because he was

“ancicnt, poor, and deerepit.” ** On the other hand, Moses Linton

lived to 8o and got along without exemption until 73 as far as the .
records show.' }

Tt scems likely that the colony’s women and the children they
bore (or at least those that survived infancy) enjoyed more favor-
able prospects than men. Simply by sueviving infancy children were,
in a sensc, seasoncd, and.stood a better chance against the colony’s
endemic discases than those entering from outside, Women had al-
ready exhibited their durability in the carly days of the colony. In
1624 it was the opinion of Sir Francis Wya, afier living several
years in the country, that “the weaker sexe . . . escape better than
men, cither that their worke lies chicfly within doores, or because
they are of a colder temper.” 3 Wyatt may not have been a proper
authority on the temper or temperature of women, but he was right
about their capacity for survival. A list of the living and the dead in
Virginia in February, 1624, shows that 35 out of 279 women (12.§
pereent) had died in the preceding ten months, as against 294 out of
1,288 men (22.8 pereent). In the following year another list shows
that 14 out of 28: women died (5 percent) as against 100 out of
1,042 men (9.6 pereent).?

at p. 461. Kelly, “Fconomic and Social Development of Surry County,” 18-
29, using genealagics of 62 familics, found 2 mean age at death of §7.65 for
men born 1620-30, §6.25 for men born 1653-80, and 6152 for men born

$681-1710, Martin H. Quite, “The Virginia House of Burgesses, 1660--1706: .

The Social, Educational, and Econamic Bases of Political Power” (unpub-
Yished doctoral dissertation, Washington University, St. Louis, Mo., 1970),
estimated the median age at death for 3o immigrant burgesses at 6o.§ and
for 74 natives at 55. Bur Lorena §. Walsh and Ruseell R Menard, in 2 more
widcly based study of longevity in Charles County, Maryhnd, found life
expectancy for men bora i the county to be between 24.5 and 17.¢ years at
sge z0. Immigrants, cven if they survived seasoning, had an even lower life
expectancy. “Death in the Chesapeake: Two Life Tables for Men in Farly
Colonial Maryland," Maryland Histrical Magazize, LXIX (3974), 211-27.

11 Norfolk 1, 50, 1% Norfoll: IX, 274 ¥ Norfolk Vil, 31,

20 1°MQ, ind ser., V1 (1927), 117,

A See. Appendix, esp. nete 3. The deaths in the 1425 list are incomplete.
1 heve unz counted persons whose sex is not clearly indicited by a forename.

-
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' The lists, while showing the superior resistance of women to
(IIS.C:I.\'!‘, also reveal how small their total numbers were in the popu-
lation. .ln 1625 there were 3s0 men for every 100 women. Subse-
quent immigration kepe the ratio uneven, Of the 2,010 immizrants
from London in 1635, less than 14 percent were women., And :‘I'" the
evidence indicates that during the rest of the century women con-
tinued to be 2 minority in Virginia (sce Appendix).

We are observing, then, a socicty that during its fiest forey or
!if(y years grew under conditions differing dramatically from those
in the waorld that the scttlers had known before. Women, and there-
forc children, constituted a much smaller proportion of the popula-
tion in Virginia than anywhere in Evrope, Unmarried men consti-
turcd.:\ much larger proportion. And the whole population, but
especially its men, was dying off rapidly and could sustain itself and
grow only by continuing heavy immigration. These unfamiliar and
um\:c-lcolnc circumstances, no less than the colonists’ wish to create
familiar institutions, dictated the shape of their developing socicty.

One much lamented development- came in the positign gained

- by physicians, or by persons at any rate who claimed to be able to

cure disease. Sick men arc not likely to be hard bargainers, and dead
men cannot bargain. Virginia accordingly became a land of oppur-
tunity for doctors and quack doctors; and in the seventeenth century
the ministrations of the one were not likely to be more effective than
those of the other. The fees charged by people who practiced medi-
citic were by any other standards outrageous. Men who were unable
to pay sometimes bound themselves as servanes for a year or more
in return for a cure. But since the services performed were often un-
availing, the physician or “chirurgeon” commonly collected his
charges from the cstate of his newly deceased patient. Sums of 1,000
pounds of tobicco were not uncommon, and they wene as higi\ as
11500-22 .o T . ’ . . :
The Housc of Burgesses noticed that-the effect of thiése “imod-
cr:ltc.nnd excessive rates” was to prevent men from summoning help
for sick scevants, because “it was the more gainfull and saving way
to stand to the hazard of their scrvants then to entertain the &'rmin
charge of a physitian or chirurgeon whose demands for the most
parte exceed the purchase of the patient.” To prevent gouging I».y
])ll)"s:ucinlvs, the burgesses provided that anyone thinking a ch:n:: ox-
cessive could bring the case to court, where the commissioncrs \\'0\1“

22 Norfolk 11, 136, 172, 202a; 1V, 162; Northampton 1V, 155, 203 V.
138, 142; York 11, 152, Y orchampion IV g3, ze3: Ve
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allow what they censidered reasomable But the Jaw seems to have
been inefective. 132 enly complaints that were successful in court

were those where he patient had obtained a genine contract in

which payment wz: 1o depend on being cured,
In every couscy a numlir of physicians set up practice. In
Charles City Coun:y Letween 1656 and 1660, when the population
was prabably about z thousand, at least nine persons are mentioned in
the records as practicing medicine. In Northampton County between
1640 and 1660, at lezst twenty physicians or chirurgeons arc men-
tioned, though no s.ore than four or five were active at the same
time. The county iz 1660 probably had fewer than a thousand jn-
habitants. In Norfe!: County between 1637 and 1660 sixteen are
mentioned, for a pz;:<lation of around 800 Not all those who tricd
to practice made 2 25 of it; and, in view of their ireILCr exposure 1o
discasc, the mortaliz: 2mong physicians may have been above aver-
age. But a few of thz colony’s bigg men began in this way: John Pott,
who was governor for a time; Obedience Rabins, onc of the most
important men in Nesthampton County; and Coloncl John Stringer,
another Northamp:e.s commissioner, who affected the e of “philo-
medicus” rather thzz plain “chirurgeon?
But the unusus!’y large role played by physicians in the colony
was the least imporzznt consequence of Virginia's continuing high

death rate. Morc sigzficant was the cffect on the role of women, In

2 socicty where ni:n died carly, the rchatively small number of

women could expect 1o wear widow's weeds and to wear them often,

though not for lozz, Women were o rare in Virginia to be left
for long without ha:lands. The ease of Jane Sparrow in 1660 was
doubtless extreme. Sxe was sick, and her hushand called in a doctor.
The cure was succe::ful, but the hushand dicd, leaving the doctor
to collect 1,200 pazz s of wbacco from his estate, The recovercd

wife remarricd five Zzys later
Most Vieginia women waited a couple of months; bug they

were, in the records =2 Jeast, a singulaly unlovely Jot, Given their
small numbers, they zecount for a high proportion of the cases of

8 1ening, 1, 316,

3 On population ¢ -
have omitted pepsur, +°
Vitginia rivers, exeep: w!on they laer became tesddent, |
didd become involved £ count cases ashore, and it sy be that 1 have inad-
vertently included so

% Chales Ciy € .
Codemsial Alstraces, XU ool bnond, 1941), 8, 90,

fnmtes sec Appendin, In counting “chiturgeons” |
PPear to be sugoan. alwoard ships dying in the
ut ships” sipeons

< Odans 1658 4o, in Boverly I'leey, o, Virginia
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slander l.xcard by the courts, and thcy were also in court too oft
for ?busmg their servants, In three cases where servants died af(:»n
abusive treatinent, women were defendanis.™ |y none of these ¢z sl;
was the woman found guilty, but one, Anne Charlion (widc \: f
S-(cphcn Charlton, 2 Northnmpton commissioner), was re uir,ct.i y
give bond for good behavior in the future, The c;mxmissic?ncrs I t:')
had trouble with her before, when she was the widow of Anth\'.-::l 4
West. At that time, she had gone afier her overseer with a club")'
A.nothcr commissioner, Henry \\'oodhousc. of Norlolk, had t b A
given protection from the unkind usage of his wifc wl':ilc he L:r ;
‘s.nck. His fc.llow. commissioners ordcred that the neighbors shoulads

have free libertie to Tesorte to the house of )iy, “’o:dhous to sc
that .hcc have what shalbe borhy suflicient and necessarie ff) ol in
dur.cmgc his sickness, and according to his quallitye,” Ae thers e
session the court placed in the sherifl's custody for’ rotecti 0
tfmdscrvam of Mrs, \Voodhous_c who had been ":\Iost};nchriso'“ :
like used by her mistress.” But the court’s cfforts were not cno:::lll-
By the next session both Woodhouse angd the maid were dead, Wi f’l‘
the year Mrs, Woodhouse had remarried.?* B

If an awarencss of their scarcity value induced an imperiousncs
or even downright tyranny in Virginia's wonien, it also }gavc dxc‘:.ns

- Breater economic advantages than they enjoyed in England By \ir
Emia’s law, as by England's, 3 widow was entitled 1o 4 life interese

I one-third of her husband'’s estate,™ and iy Virginia the annual
}nsufr;rct of n estate was likely to amount to 5 larger proportion of
its value than in England, Furthermore, men of pProperty gencrally

. favored their wives with more than the lay required. It was common

o give specific bequests to the children and everything clse l
wife,* but there was great varicty jn wills, John \"alcnf‘in . w (l i«
_wulu\.r one-third of the estate as her own and the use of l; g-l\‘v: ";
1t while she remained 3 widow.” Rowland ihlmlum g.n'cllcu':‘:\t";',- ’
half the servamts, half the cattle, all the fumilurc.. but none of (;u': ‘

% Norfolk 1L, 1172 120; 11, 200; N\

, 5 + 203, Northampron 11, 22, 26; IV, 3334-0se.
€L Nordwnubesland 11, g54:'R, A, Touck, cd T Oicial Leteers of who?
m.!.'r S[mm."qu, Vicginia Historical Socicty, Collections, n.s. ] " l‘h
(Richmond, 1882-85), 11, 3023, ’ S T A f

n Nonh.nnpum 1V, 97,12 33-127,

::')l\;‘"m"m 1, 157a, 1632, 3700, 18y, 224, Flening, 1 05

Thes ds an impression formed from readiag the nncrous wi
corded in the Commy: courts, la the examples riuj lw':o\\"m’::\?::" » 'l"; 'f.
taken wills available in prine, ) Hh e

BVMUB, VY (1598 99), 118-10.
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Band . Abrabam l’cir.wy gave his v idow one hird plus onc-ewelfeh,»
Adam 'l’lmrm\‘gmul gave his widow 3 mare and 2 foal, one of the
best cows in the Pren, half a dosen goats, four sows, and part of his
plantation for life, *“all which } give her as 3 memorial of my love—
not any ways inu'nding to cut her off from oqual share in my estate
with my’ children,” 3

Besides getting a large share of the estate, the widow was often
appointed administrator. Jhis weant that chaimams against the estate
had to make their chijms to her, and she, by dilaying payment, mighe

" continuc to enjoy the whole for some time. Capeain Joln Sibsey left

most of his land, his servants, his plate, and two-thirds of everything
else to his widow, onc-third to his daugheer, Buc the daughter’s hus-
band had o suc her mother in order 1o get what was given her.® If
a widow had 3 jointure (which excluded a part of the cstate as be-
longing to her before any inventory was taken), she was in a par-
ticulnrly ad\':mmgcons position. Whether she had a jointure or not,
she was not respansible for her husband’s debts beyond the value of
his cstage.%. '

The wealthy widow has always had an edge on competitors in
the marriage marker. In Virginia the death rate produced such a
tapid twrnover of husbands and wives thar widowhood became a
principal means for the concentration of wealth, It has been sug-
gested that the men who made their way to the top in the 16205 and
16305 in Virginia were unable o perpetuate their family lincs; the
famous first familics of Virginia came to the colony later.% In 2 patri-
lincal sense this was the case. Bue while the high mortality lasted,
with women a pparently resisting it more suceessf, ully than men, Vie.
ginia was on the way to becoming an cconomic matriarchy, or rather
a \\'idownrchy. The man who necded capital could get it most casily
by marrying widow, And she was likely 1o get it back again, with
whatever return he had added o it, when he died. "The next husband
would have an even larger base to build on.

We can somctimes watch the process taking place among the
more successful planters, whose extensive holdings brought them fre-
quently into the court records. One of the men, for example, who
made it to the top in Virginia in the late 16205 and carly 16305 was

32WAMQ, wnd scr., Il (1922), 269. 3 1bid., 1 (1894-95), 416,
Brun (1893-94), 188. 35 Norfolk 111, 122, 13, 43,
3¢ For examples, Norfolk HI, 2005 1V, 430,

3 Bailyn, “Politics and Social Structure,”
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Adam 'l'lmrmvgmn'. Though he came as 2 servant, he was of good
family and in 1623 married Sarah Offle s daughter of a L(mde mer-
chant and granddaughter of 2 Lord Mayor. “Thorowgond dicd in
1640 at the age of 38, Within a year Sarah marricd Caprain John
Guookin, whose father had established one of the larges particular
plantations under the Virginia Company. John Gaokin dicd .in 1643
at the age of 30. Sarah stayed single for four years, playing che
grande dame of Norfolk ac her house on Lynnhaven Bay. n 1649
she married Francis Ycardley, aged 2 3, son of Sir George Yeardley,
the former governor. She saw to it that most of their property would
be hers and not included in the estate if he should dic before her,
which he did, at the age of 31. Something of her scale of living can
be judged from the fact that five years after their marriage Francis
traded seven head of cattle to buy jewelry for her (which did not
include a diamond necklace that she had at her death)

The gamc, of course, could be played the other way around, If
a man could stay alive long enough, he might become a repeating
widower. And as might well be expected in such a perishing socicty,
repeating widows often married repeating widowers, William RBue-
dett, who arrived as a servant in 1615, was able to marry the widow
of Roger Sanders, one of the first commissioners on the Kastern
Shore. She had already been a widow ac least once before she mar-
ried Sanders, and cvidently Burdett’s pursuit of her was mateer to

bet on. The Northampton court recorded a deposition “thar Mr.

George Scovell did laye a wager with mr, mountney [10 starling
to [ starling Calling of us tow to witness the same: That mr, wil-
liam Burdite should never matéh jn wedlocke with the widow
Sanders while they lived in Virginia. Soc the sayd Scovell not Con-
tented but would lay £ 40 starlinge morc to £10 starlinge that the
sayd mr., william Burdett should never have the widdowe Sanders.”
Scovell lost. Burdett got her, outlived her, and before dying at the
age of forty-six, he married another widow, When Burdcte died, he
left 66 head of candle, 32 goats, a parcel of hogs, 10 servants, and a
stack of debis,® ‘

The man with his cye on the mmin chance went for the widow
rather than the daughters when a wealthy Virginian died. Governor
Harvey and Thomas Hill both marricd daughters of Abraham Peie-

SyMHn 1 (1893-95), 416; Norfolk NI, 243, 193, 201; IV, ny;
Gookin, Danict Goolin, 3653,
L Nunlmnplon 1, xxxii, 103 I, 119-15.
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scy, the richest man in Vieginia, But Samuel Mathews, whom George
Sandys had carlier identified as 2 man addicted 1o profit, got the
widow (she had been the widow of Nathaniel West when Peirscy
marricd her) and with her assistance hung on to the whole estate,
even though Governor Larvey in a lengthy Liwsuit tried to get it
away.®
As women in Virginia generally beeame widows sooner or laer,
children generally beeame “orphants,” as fatherless children were
called in Virginia cven when theie mothers were sill alive. And al-
though orphans usually came off sccond best in contests with their
mother or stepfather for an estate, Virginians were conscions of the
orphans’ disadvantages and took measures to protect them. In mak-
g a will, men often named a guardian other than the mother to
protect the children’s interests, and in addition appointed feoffees in
trust to scc that the guardian did his job properly. Where a child
was left without cither parent, the county court appointed a guard-
jan. Ac the lowest rank in the social scale an orphan withoue cither
father or mother was better off than in England. Because he was a
]:ol'cmi:ll source of valuable labor, the communit y seldom had to sub-
sidize his bringing up unless he was a mere infane. Unlike the penni-
less orphan in England, the parish apprentice, he could expeet to be
taugllt a trade, and frequently hie reccived touls and clothes when he
attained majority. Sometimes his guardian was required also to sct
aside a cow calf for him and take carc of her increase until he
reached majority.* .

Fathers, anticipating that they would not five to sce their chil-
dren launched in the world, frequently deeded cattde to them at birth
and a!apointcd feoffees in trust to sce that the child reccived the fe-
male increase when he married or came of agre, The male increase
was usually assigned to pay for the child’s upbringing. Grandparcnts
and godp:lrcnts often made the same sort of gift. A large portion of
the surviving court recerds consists of these deeds of gilt, in which
2 cow is carcfully idemified by her appearance, carmarks, and name
(Qoldcn Locks, Gentle, Whitcfoor, Nightingale, Frisky, Buuer-
n:u.n:z..So pr.c\':l.lcm was the practice that orplians ranked among
.\'lrgm'm's prm(:qml cartle owners. Parents who did not provide a

stack™ for their children by deeds of gift took care of the mater

::':’Mlm, X1 (1903-3), 131, 173-81.
For examples, Neathangiton W, 1255 IV, 477; Flees, Virginis i
Abitracts, X, 46, W 1253 W, ay7; Flees, Virginia Colonial
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in their wills, Susan English spelled out the usual arrangement with
unusual explicitness: After bequeathing various caude to her three
children, she wrotes© 7 -0 L .
whereas there wilbie charge in bringing upp the abovesaid Chil- -
dren both for dict Cloathing and scooling 1 desire it may be
entered upon the records in the court booke that whosoever
bringeth upp the children unto the age of discresion with all

things necessary and fitting shall have the male cattle for soe long .

tyme as the Children be with them.?

_“The acquisition of all the male cattle produced during the or-
phan’s minority was such 2 Jucrative compensation for bringing him
up that men on cvery social level competed for the privilege of
guardianship, Tow serious 2 matter this could be is revealed in a
contest between Governor Ilarvey and Ambrose Harmer over the
guardianship of Benoni Buck, the idiot orphan of the Reverend
Richard Buck. Ilarvey proposed to rotate the guardianship amony
members of the council in order to help support the government, but
Iarmer (who clhiimed the guardianship through his wife, the widow
of one of the overseers of Buck’s will) carricd the case to England’s
Court of Wards and to the Privy Council, The Privy Council sided
with Harmer, much to Harvey's chagrin.®

- Tvere was so strong a temptation for guardians and stepfachers
to appropriate more than the male increase or' whatever was allowed
in the writs and deeds of gift that the [House of Burgesses in 163
passed a law requiring a yearly accounting of all orphans’ estates by
their guardins. Tenceforth cach county court held an annual
session known as an “Orphants Court,” in which guardians reported
the previous and present number of every orphan’s cattle.* Fven
mothers who were guardians of their own children had to render
accounts. Ordinarily the courts allowed no expenditure for an orphan
that would diminish the cattle whose increase had been assigned for
his upbringing. Mary Woodhouse Batts had to ask special permission
of the court to sell two steers in order to buy clothes for her children
by Henry Woodhouse. The court granted permission on the condi-

tion that the steers be replaced by two younger steers.*

2 York I, 339.

B PALIB X (1901-2), 178-79; X (1904-5), 39v-93.

1 1cning, 1, 260, For other Jegislation protecting orphans, see ibid,,
160-61, 169-70, $16-17, 343~43 451 For cxamples of orphans courts, sce
Notlolk 1, 204-5, 257-58, 270-715 M, 1373-1393; York H, 180-84, 390 qoS.

45 Norfolk 1V, 217,
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Sarah Oflley Thorowgood Gookin was harder to handle, “Ihe
commissioners of Norfolk Coumy, who were obviomly afraid of
her, asked her politcly bug unsuccessfully on ten different occasions
to render account of the cattle of her children by Adam “Thorow-
good. Finally they sent the high sherifl, “Thomas tvey, to levy a fine
of o0 pounds of tobacco on her. She replicd to the sherifl's hesitam
communication with a leter in which she flaly refused 1o pay a fine
Or to appear at conrt, and hinted broadly that the court was guing
beyond its jurisdiction, It was unheard of, she said, that a mother
should be asked to account for the property of her own children,
She closed with a characteristic feminine touch: “my respects to
your sclfe and wyfc most kindly remembred to whome I have sene
a small baskett of apples per the bearer.” 1he next sherifT, the follow-
ing year, like Tvey, lacked the nerve to press the matter further, The
court threatencd to fine him if he did not proceed. But before any-
one clse dared to face up to her, Francis Ymrdlcy married her, and
upon bis promisc that be would render the account, the court with
undisguised relicf repealed its soo-pound fine,**

But not everyone was Sarah Oficy  Thorowgood Gookin
Yeardley. “The courts frequently did curb mothers and stepfathers
and guardians, cven of cexalted rank. Richard Vaughan, who was
feoffec in trust for Stephen Charlon's stepdaughter Bridget, com-
phined to the court, of which Charlton was a commissioncr, when
Charlton sold a mare and horse belonging to the girl. Mis fellow

commiissioners ordered Charlton to replace the mare and horse bya -

Negro man and the produce of the crops he should make annually,

When Charlton dicd, Vaughan saw to it that Bridget’s caule and

other possessions were not included in the inventory of Charlion's
estate and also prevented her stepmother from making use of a mare
that belonged to her.”” \When Matchew Phillips, a commissioner of
the Norfolk court, got with child a maidservant who belonged to
some orphans of whom he was guardian, his fcllow commissioncrs
made him pay the orphans’ estate oo pounds of tobacco for loss of
the maid's time during pregnancy and lying-in.* ' .

In making provision for children jn wills, Virginians usually
followed the English pasture-farming pattern of partible inheritance,
Fach child was likely to get something; but if one had already been
given a substantial amount of property by decd of gift, his share in

S Norfolk 11, 133, 361, 41, 48-4Ra, 51, 523, 3a,

91 Northampton 1V, 21835 V, 1aga, 135, - 8 Notfolk 1, 3058,

Ri-83.
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the estate might be snaller, “Thus Stephen Charlron left only snuall
heguests o his dauglier Elizateth, but he had alrcady decded her
w0 scres of Lind, 2 slave, 2 mare, 3 cows, 6 cwcs, :md' scveral
thausand pounds of wbacen.*™ John \ a'lcnunc excluded his cldest
danghter Ann “in regard she hath a considerable stock already con-
firmed her, therefore 1 only give and bequeath to her at marriage
one cow.” ** Commonly the cldest son got more than other children,
especially of Jand, but not much more. Occasionally the youngest
child got a larger share.* Often all Sh:ll’(‘d:'l))' t.hc rule of proportion,
that is to say, sharc and share alike,” * \\.1"5, like deeds of gift, thus
contributed not simply to the accumulation of property by women
but also to the dispersion of property among women and chiklren,
or widows and orphans. . .

If we cxamine the property that was bc.mg tossed abou‘t 50
rapidly from the dying to the living, we will discover that mobility
was anly one aspect of its instability, Proj»crty itsclf was evancscent,
shifting in value, perishable. Specic was vmu:'\lly nonexistent, for the
export of coin from England to the colonies was t:orlnddcn, m.ul
whatever camé into the colony from other sources quickly found jts
way out again: And Jand, the symbol of stable value in l'.ug‘:t!ld, was
the least valuable investment a Virginian could make during the
first half of the century, unless he was remarkably farsighted and
willing to wait a generation or two for the payoff. It was so :ll‘lll.l-
dant and so casy to acquire that the price rose very slq\\'ly. l"ubhc
lands could be obtained by producing evidence of having paid for
the transportation of others to the colony,.at the rate of fifty acres
per. person or “headright”; and i 2 man did not need :l". the head-
rights he was entitled to, he could sell them. Sur:.h headrights were
bought and sold at 4o to 50 pounds of tobacco in the 1650s.* To
convert a headright into actual ownership of a specific tract of land,
the secretary of the colony exacted a fee for making out a_patent,
30 puunds of tobacco in the 16308, increased to so pounds n 1643
and 8o pounds in 1658.% Even at the highest figure, a hundred acres

1 Northampton V, 152, §62-§7a. e MIn, Y (t§95-¢9), 119,

8 Northampton 1V, 223,
2 VMR, VE (1598 -g99), 119, This continucd to be the common prac-

. . . i
tice. in the cighteenth cemiury, Sce¢ Robert E. and B, Katherine Brown,
Virginia, 1705-1;56: Democracy or Aristocracy (Fast Lansing, Mich., 1964,

3 Notfolk 11, 205a; Westmoreland 1, $t.
% Hening, 1, 201, 263, 463,
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of publie hnd couly be had for t6o w 18, pounds of tolacen, Jess
than » Pounds pee aepe,
TCCise viluations of private Land are lard o obtaiy, beeause
Lannels were seldon appraised jn the im-cnwrhs of tsates, amd oy
“deeds (g N mention ghe Price. Decds which do memtion ¢l price
indicate (hay. Unimprove river Jand could be hyg throughout (e
16408 and 446 505 for fron, +10 10 pounds of tobaceo Peracre, At 1his
re, a hundred acres was worgly " more thay , couple of cows,
Worth less hay 4 Year's wages for 4 servane hired by the Year,
here a nayts Plantation yag appraised iy his cstate, j usually
accounted for only 3 small Proportion of it Robere Ghscock, for
example, lefe oy estace in Norfol) County iy, 1646 wor), 35.850
Pounds of tohace, The plantagion and jts buildings amounted ¢
only 3 500 Pounds® Ay o phan Jefe wih nothing bug 4y would
© poor indecd, and 5 wise guardiag would trade the Jang for what.
et cantle jy would buy, Alcxander Mounmc’y did in 1642 with
150 acres bclongiug to the orphans of Edward” 1 and Thomas
Spilinan, because vacant land “was poe Wayes beneficial] ¢ the
said Orphapgg,» o
While unimproved Jangd Was a2 poor inheritance ang a poor
im'csuncnt beeause its valye increased so slo\\'ly, improvcd land was
not mucly beteer, because je could decline ji value, Tobaceo could
be grown on 4 picce of lang for only thrce or four years before the
crop began o diminish, The planter therefore counted on abandoy.
ng a field after thar' lengeh of time, Effores ¢q Festrict tobaceo
Erowing only hasteneq ¢he process, ]
was of beger quality thay that froni ysed land, and cach plane pro-
duced migre, st Whether restricted to o certain number of pounds of
' 2 certain numper of plants, 2 man would go for virgin Jand 1o
make the maximuy, profit. And o long as Jand remained abundane,
cven in the absence of restrictions, there Was a tempeation 1o keep
Moving in scarel, of better crops,
Jecause of the abundance of low-cost lang wealthy Vitginians
(unlike wealthy incp i England) were at firse relatively indifferene
to the “Ppontunitics for acquiring land, Sometimes they, Waited ycars

e I\unlmmpton I, 213; of, ibid,, 219. The value of hand iy Mnryhnd
at this lh{m SEms 1o fhaye been about he same, Sce William A, chn's,
“The My yhnd Genggy, and Sociy) Mobih'(y, 1637-1636," WarQ, 3rd ser,,

(17 ”,

" Legeer from (.‘l:nywn." Force, Tracu, i, No. 13, pp. 10-14,

LIVING L2008 prary | 173 ]

before claiming the aeres due ¢ 2 by h'(m,rigl.l.'f;:r .scl"v:'lmrs :,l::'):
had transponted.™ Ofpen the 200 Their hcadr!‘: s ;"\"!r.i"i-.‘,,s
paienc the bind fo; themschves, 1t o Jater gcncmtmn.s o . llrli b. "
scttled down, afier the tidew aze- .'z'::d nest to thcdn‘\:;:r.\. ;::cs czr
taken up, they felt that 2 tobace, ;lamation neede. ifty p

i Lo Fy T I care for only three or
\\'urkmg hand.® Eyven tlmugh a . could ¢ y

four acres ag 4 time in 1ohacco, me was nc.cdcd for 'corn. a(l;dl :
greae deal for Pasture and for a 1=~ r.ccup(:mm'f:, fn'l'lm.\ \'::'::':;ni.,,,,
the first half of the seventeenth ciatury, however, few LGood
saw the advantage of acquiring l:z:-;-":. Teserves for ﬁ;wrc l'ls;'f. Sood.
fand lay everywhere around th:.:::'... S':n:ncthmg of the ca.msic -

tude of Landed men toward their 2, sidings can be seen jn J

Charlton’s recallection in 1648 of = Francis Pott came to setele
on the Fastern Shore: .

i il Y * his howse about three

Savth that beinge are My, [Arg:ll) y nrg"c) his ho' et e

).r:xrr:Q since (or thereabouts) Cs 1w F rd'n’cn Pott alsoc c( “glmby

ere Ty g ive, with some servants

there and new Iy come over the £ Feom )

to make g crepp) And beinge v~ ;:ow;lc'd ofl a place to ‘,':i::n. /S:::
, : aid hee ¢: i he pe him to ground;
deponent spogke and said hee ¢ 22 d:

{lr‘ Peter \{'alkcr hee said alsos - s that hee could hclpc him to

grounde to plant on; bue Mr. Yy said noc William Berry his

222¢d ave vt for
Plamtation laye voyde and was f222¢d and hee should hay y

uu(hing(‘.""

Houses, of course, increased th = zlue of Jand where tgcy \\'fli:
located bue not usually by more ths- 2 couple of th'ouszltl') p?u'l (s :
of tobacco. While land remained ab'.'.-.dznt.. men hesitage t‘o’.mt s
much in a housc thae they- might ona . v wish to ab:m('ion.b 1rg|.ml:l
houses continued 1o be for the g part small :md. msfl‘ 'S(’:Ill;l::‘:
Even the more well-to-do planters ¢oziented thcmls,ch. cs.\l\ uu\s :s {cm
rooms; a "qn:lr(cring house™ for _the:' sorvants, t;) 3‘“]20:?5“-“-“.;
curing the crop, and perhaps q nulkl'::.:-‘.sc. Though the e ere
doubtless beuer than they had been i1 the |6ws: nm:ct \\'c . .b ;
of wood and were typically ﬁftc;n {“'t] 'l.))," t‘l\\hc(:t,:; (t\::::;yfu,t

"CAty, or twenty-five by twenty. For Luilding ; .
:(":z:::');‘::nilrciltz‘)r ch:xrg)cd 600 pour.Z: of tobacco 1655, worth

&

. co
¥ 8ee 1. S, Morgan, “1 lcadrighrs and ¥ ¢2d Counts: A Review Article,

VA Xy (1073), 5605, .
DR L | l.u‘ry J. Crriman, ed., Americar K- ::

v Northampron HI, 158y,

ndry (New York, 1939), 165.
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only a littde more than a cow.® The most valuable parts of the
building were the nails and sawn boards, the doors, and the glass;
and a deserted building was likely to disappear in a hurry from
people scavenging these.® But decay rather than pillage was the
principal enemy of Virginia houscs. Land and houses rapidly de-
clined together. When Philip Chapian in his will ordered his planta-
tion sold to buy cattle for his son John after his death, it was, he
said, because the land and housce alike would be worn out by the
time the boy came of age.**

Even tobacco, the colony's principal commodity, was highly
perishable. Stored for a year or more, it was likely to rot, especially
if in packing the lcaves had been wet down to make them morc
pliable, or if improperly cured leaves had been included. In these
carly years Vigginians had not acquired the skill in packing nccessary

to ke tobacco keep, and so most planters were cager to get it off

their hands as quickly as possible.

1f the ships that carried it to market failed to arrive in sufficient
numbers, the hogsheads left behind might be a total Joss by the next
season. Sometimes litigation would hold up shipments, with disastrous
results. One Dutch merchant lost heavily when his agent collected
17000 pounds of tobacco from Edmund Seasburgh before he had
conveyance ready for it. A subsequent hawsuit further delayed ship-
ment, so that two years later in the summer of 1654 it was sull packed
in hogshcads in Scarburgh's tobacco sheds. By that time it was so
sotten that Scarburgh’s overseer reported he “was forsed to flinge it
awaye for wante of roome to curc our crops nor could bee noe
longer kept by reason of the extreame stincke it yeilded in the sum-

uter tyme.” ©

81 Norfoll: 11, 150. Another contract, in 1648, called for 240 pounds
and onc ewe kid (worth perhaps £3 in all) to build a house 15 by 20 fect
with a “Welch chimney.” Northampton N, 395. In the following ycar
snothee man contracted w build a house 25 by 20 feet, the cust of the
tmber not included, for five pairs of shoes and the soling of a sixth pair.
Nosthampton 1, 7a. Shoes at this time cost g0 pounds of tobacco a pair.
Notthampton 11, 243, 1513, 112 For othet building contracts see Suny 3,
8, ¢% Henrico 1, &8; Notfolk 1, 186a,

€2 Norfolk 11, 215; Jlemico 1, 100, 390; Northumber Land 11, 248

6 Notthanjton V', §7a-88,

1 Notthampton V', 62265, In Felwuny, 165677, Joha JefTrics, a
Yonlon merchant who had been arading in whacco for the preceding
tnclve years, testified before the High Court of Admivahy diat plantess in
Vuginia who had not disposed of their crop by Masch made it a praceice
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Virginia’s most stable, most secure commadity was caule, THenee

_the practice of deeding cattle 10 children, But even cattle were Ly

no means a sure thing. “Throughout the seventeenth century, Vir-
ginians were still collecting bountics on wolves (which may cven
have multiplied as a resule of the introduction of caule) and still
fending off Indian poachers. A herd might be cut down by a bad
winter or by cpidemic discase, or the animals might run wild beyond
recovery in the woods. You could not store up cattle and forget
them, like acres of land, and expect to find them when you went
looking. In demanding an annual accounting of orphans’ catde,
the courts were guarding not merely against embezzlement but
against the neglece that could destroy an inheritance overnight.
Scrvants were Virginia's most valued form of property but also
the most risky. It was noted in 1648 that servants were “more ad-
vantageous . . . than any other commodityes” for importation from
England.® The initial cost for.a man for four or five ycars was no
more in tobacco than he might mal:c in a year.® “The risk came from
the mortality to which servants were no less subject than masters.
During a man’s first ycar in the country it was considered safcr
not to work him in hot weather, when tebacco needed most care,
The risk of Josing him anyhow was so great that when the House of
Burgesses passed a law against engrossing imported commoditics to
scll for a profit, they provided that “Nevertheless it shall be Jawfull
++ « for any person haveing bought a servant and undergone the
charge and hazard of scasoning of any such scrvant, to make his
best advantage by putting off or bartering such servant to any other
inhabitant within the collony.” ** The risk was reflected in prices. A
scasoned hand, even if he had only two or three years to serve, misht

be considered more valuable than a new hand for his full torin &

shipp bound for England bee then there to barter it away 1o any that witl
take it for the Jike quantitic of tobscco to bee piid the nest yeare following
or send the same fur New Faglad, rather than keepe it in Vieginiv afier
March is past, by reawn it is 3 Commaoditic which with the heate of the
Country in Virginia will bee spoiled if it hee keptaafier the monsth of Maich
nest following after the yeare it groweth.” HLCAL 1300 (WR.O.).

& Northampton 1V, 15a.

¢ Assuming an output of 1,300 to 2000 pounds. See chap. 7, nate 4o,

8 L Hening, 1, 143, . .

S For example, 2 new nan with four years 1o soeve was evchinged ing
1642 for a seasoned man with twe years W soeve, Notfolk 1, sge. T aegg 3

“to seid their tohacee when March is past by any shippe they can or if noe
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of the ma ke willessing every teamaction, e measire fajled ang
Was repealed™ but the comns themselves took on the characrer of
an exchange, Al onweyanees had o be recorded there; and o),
debns (those recorded only ina merchang's account book) were Mady
not actionable.™ Iy order 1o speed collections, debrors couhl simply

“confess judginent,” thae is, admit thay they owed the mmount .

manded and have the fact recorded withoue going through e -

expense of a wial, Speed was essential begause of (he importance of
-oral testimony: and the mortality of witnesses, For example, creditorg
who had already collected from 3 man somctimes tried to colle
again from his heirs and often succeeded if dearly had also removed
witnesses 1o the Payment. “The couns responded by adjusting the
statute of limitations 1o the character of their socicty, ordcring thae
no bill or bond should be oad after three years from jts date.”

In requiring the speedy setcdement of debes, the courts aimed
prinuarily Preventing fraud, Bue they were also recognizing the
importance of time in the colony’s cconotity. Perhaps because
Virginians had less time to reckon with than” other people, they
came to value it more highly. Tt was not only that a man had a short
while to live, 11s servants, his most lucrative incomc-p'rmlncing prop-
Yy were worthless unless used before their time ran out, And he
had to have them on hand when he and his crop needed them, A
Virginian who made q contract to buy servams would g0 to court
if they were not delivered on the agreed date. Whep John Neale
promised to furnjsh Joln Harloe with a new man for four ycars'
service but was umble o obtain one by the specified time, he had
to turn over his own servant, Richard Bayley, until he could geta
new ene. Time was fmoncy, or at any rate it was tobaceo and tobacco
was money. The courts recognized the equation by making debts
pavaile in days of work, A debt in work might even be collectible
from a dead man, as when the Nonh:unpton court in 1641 ordered
the estate of Danicl Cugley, deceased, 10 pay cight days’ work to
Henry: King,

As the courts took on the function of an exchange, they ac-
knowledged the cquation of time and moitcy in other ways too,
When a man broughe suit against another and fajled to appear to

prosecute it, he subjected the defendant to 2 waste of time for which

) lening, 1, 365, 397, ° 8 Ibid., 3011, 317047273, 485-86; 1, 144,
ltid, g, 390. The limit was lager extended to five years, lhid,, 483- By;
T .

i Northampton 1, 93, 112; 1, 76.
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w. It accordingly became the practice in sm}| (n'l :
. o { Sy )
vt wll"'\vhimi!r and award the defendant a .«m;u "\ur ,:|
- 4 e K K A ) o olk con
e e '- l! time lost, In an cardy instance .lhc Nutrfo ot
s of Wtk ing: Tristram Mason, having caused Rober
ol gt Hhe rf:\!i"";".{z- ! l'. appeare at this comt I is there-
e leave hi afaires and to appeare 3 s the
| aglor 10 l“l‘c ";S ‘ tid masona ghall pay the said Robert Tay lml
o ordered that the s NSO ¢ ¥ the o
e "“"I :;'cs' warke and his Charaes for his dictt the sm:htc )c,,m,
et ) .5 \ <
'."‘ e the charges of the suite.” ™ In laer mst;mcc  the court
hhc\"t!::l an ‘nnmn‘n of tobaceo, uszally at the rm; o l(1\\ :.; ‘3'"]”. nds
. ' . ‘ ¥ L . - h
.\l‘(‘('_' with ten pounds reckoned as the \n.luc of a day ey
s 'mmls for dict. Witnesscs subpucnac.d ina .ﬂlm' .\\cr(ilm uled by
‘;." F:mc r.mmninrr to payment for their time, and the co s|;mmon¢d
r A, o8 . i .
!|u l ing party (:' the party in whose behalf they were
the losmng e
W at a similar rate. )
" n“i‘ " ‘\l;?m' l’mc built a local system of credit and cxc!_m;\gc :ha;
Thus Virginians a local » xrhange tha
cognized theie peeuliar conditions of lifc and_crcl;,‘; ]-'"‘.laml of
i of instability. Virginia could not quite be Eng !
ity Oml( oy tality lasted it must be vastly different. Yer
¢ as the heavy morta ¢ las st be - ferent, Yer
,‘Imz'li'ﬂ'crcm-cs' \\')crc not all in Fagland's favor. The very l-u‘l:: nidance
b ' ¢ { resty :
' ; Iand and scarcity of people that made ln.nd a poor m;c pene ‘g‘hc
Virginia an irresiad ! ction for ordinary men. Land was )
Virginia an irresistible attra et and Fnslih poio
anchor of every Englishman's hope for sceurity, ]l tish politcat
anc 1 d sh
shilosophers attributed their country s frl;cd?m w “:“mgcm[, o
ills' landowners, whose representatives ;n l'arh:;n;cn:“c‘dowm“ b the
sk S NS he | :
it g in England t
; - of ambitious monarchs. Bus gla Jandowng
o ‘_f in Virginia anyone who survived his scasoning and
sercice contd ety o 'l : row his crop, make his voice heard
i : plot, g s 3
service could take up a plot, ke s voice heard
in vating for representatives, and perhaps ev en asy ) glt[\'ived
igh in the House of Burgesses. Those who s
o Eupors In ith the .l isls, even to overcome most of
learned to live with the other risks,

i ' inc, it looked for a
them. And when mortality finally began to decline, it look _

\J L3
ia mi ew World
time as though Virginia mighe l)ccms'wrg\c tcc:t(c‘:'ﬂ(:lf t;:ch o
e e Engli Inglish liberty w x
empire where Englishmen and English liberty

# Norfolk 1, 39.




| ;6] AMIKICAN SEAVERY- AN gpeq Fi Fbosg

‘The Prive for 3 servant just :lrri\'ing from Englind with five years
OF More o serve ranged from 6o, Pounds or more iy ghe 16308 up
1 Lo00 pounds of more in the 16,405 and 165085, a4 scasoned hand
with three YIS Or more 10 serve wys worth from 1,500 10 2,000
pounds during the 16408 apd carly 16505,

A servang, though scasoned and in reasonably grood health, was
valuable only for the work that could b extracted from him in ghe
given time of his service, Bue servangs unless closely supervised were
no more difigene iy Jager decades than they had heen in the carly
days of the colony. With (his fact in mind, Governor H:u'\‘cy in
1639 failed o acy against one Thomas Loving, whe by marrying g
widow had gained control of ag estate entrusted to her deceased
husband by 2 London merchant, “There was no doubr thay | -oving
was dcmiiling the estate illcgn"y. but the Eovernor refrained from
t.ll:ing it away because there would then be no one to look afier it,
“the servams being thereby left withou oversighe by whose neglece
the Estare iy question might suffer much prejudice,” 1 Harvey

fater explined the servant problem 1o his superiors in Lngland;
.. daily experience informeth how much a Virginia estare
(which consisteth for lie, of] scrvams for tearme Yearcs and
Cateell) is wasted in the absence of 4 Master, through the negleee
of Servanes whose tyme expire with cereajne ye of charge to supplye
them and noe advantage to the Master,” 11 A Virginia cstate, in other

words, might be here today and gone tomorrow simply from failure
to make use of i,

Virginia's high rate of mortality and the flecting value of prop-
crty, whether servants, land, tobaceo, or—tg 3 lesser dcgrcc—cm(lc.

an with six years to serve was exchanged for o man with two years to
senve plus 300 pounds of 1obacco, 1bid,, 102, 1 1655 an inventory evaluated
three new men and boys for 2 total of 4500, while two seasoned men for
three and four years respectively toraled 4:900. Norfoll: 1y, 19. In Northamp.
ton a 15,8 inventory listed a man with two and 2 fiif years to scrve ap
1,093 an one with five Years to scrve at 1,800, Northampon NI, 1802, In 4
York jm ntory in 1653 2 yan with three Y€ars w serve was yalyed at 1,000
and “2 n:w hapd* with seven and a half years ¢o serve at gao. York 1, 143

A shipload of servants in 1636 brought from 459 to oo pounds of
tobacco spicce. Narthe W, 1 Tiden, cd., "Accompts of the Tristram and
Joue,” Vaurs, Lxy (1954), 424~47. The values for subsequent years are
drawn nainly from inventories i Norfolk, Northampion, and York. Sce
2lo chup. 4 Sonote 4,

io i, xn (19n4-5), 389, " Ibid,, 393.
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. . e Sl : colony amd

Cluded any sceure accumukition of w (:':I'l:l. “|"':::.-”:,L. :(t :"”)dy a
e A thefcand anberzdement of all Linds, twas S RITN
un s (e 2 lows and their new hushands hangingg on 1o ates
fuestion of ‘l‘ |-(!n,n ! to tham, or of men chiming, taking, and “S'",;:
that did :,::‘c I,:cfnrz; the mu:- heir coulld show up. A clever cronk
up an sty

£ C l ' 4 ) 1 acom-
I ’ . BT q ‘l ' » o
C"ll'l' take adva lll-l‘,(: ()f .lll""s( ﬂ“) tramsicer o WOPCrty 1 a ¢

i i ink entuare
i 3 Y ‘A8 llllz'l' l.-'\ :‘d\ Cutur
. . . ey l)llSlllCS\. transaction was a H
““'"“)- \l] C (\Lr)

ishability erty and
Ielicately balanced against the pcnshaluln) of both the propesty
deicatc o114 - I
articipants involved, . - ey and by the
e P,‘“ spiilc of the handicaps thus impased by m.()l’(:'ﬂl()' 1.::'05 )-‘fm-
"rgini id manage in the dec k
y irginians d I L ?
-anescenee of property, \ ia " fades e
c:‘-"lcm bring nl measure of stability to their cconomic ;rmu"um =
Il 3;) absence of coin they made tobaceo their prn:.cupn by afoon
e i ishabl medivm, the
\ : ishable a 3 R c
causc it was so per 2 ! feen
uehange, aud be i ssory notes stated i
i i : in promissory
made their exchanges in advance, ‘ l‘ " B men, whor coull
wunds of tobacco “payable at the next crop.” Big o e could
. . . ;
l~ ke the risk, became merchang planters, l"hc') b(lmgi u. o (|' s of
“ elish uod's and supplicd their neighbor with clo w's ar o0 .“‘c
g ch notes, Thus Tugh Yeo, 2 merchant planter !
v for suc ; m:\ .'l 647 m;plicd seventeen persons there with
¥ Shore, in April, 1647, s ' there with
LJS[:m\ﬂucd "u a ltoml of 9,469 pounds of tobacco p.l)l al lcmns
'l « 4 ! N ) 1 (
?0;;(5 ing October.™ Even fines levied as punishments by the ¢
ollowi AL X levic .
were made payable at the next crop.” avon was complicated
Although the system was simple, its opers s o heared
by the death rate. A not uncommon case occusred m! ; orfolk
c:()mrt when the clerk recorded a sm: for ?6('3 }lmm:(i sluc‘,v o j(,lm
wid
i cause he had married the J
against John Laurence bcnl. debe o o o hidge
Stratton who was the sccurity for 2 de G omas Nridge
because Bridge had marricd the widow o corgl i‘l,t an who
had married the widow of John Holmes to \\'hon.li; he : L“-.“ c.“v -
i «ed.™ With the partics dying off so rapidly, it was 5)
e e ifhi keep track of who owed what to
lose the documents and d!ﬂlcullt n; kee) [,;;m(c e o
d * the courts had to arbitr: s 1
whom. l'rcqucntl) the « rbitrat
of oral testimony from witnesses to 3\.tr.ms:u.'tmn.'\.m“ e Touse of
In order to lend a greater stability to the system, ouse.
s at i 1 markets to be set up, with the in-
Burgcsses at one point ordered mark ol Yih the in-
tention of establishing whae amounted to an exchange, wit

' .\’ .
72 Northampton 11, 73-75; of. Northampton l\‘"‘. (-'lﬂ.!\ I'k JI-\’ e
12 For example, Nort! IV, 58, Norlo 2
3 [ ']
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