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Alabama/Florida border to Destin, Florida and from west of Morgan City to Intracoastal City, Louisiana.

Al 5 am EDT (0900z). a Tropical Storm Warning has been 1ssued from Destin Florica eastward to
Indian Pass, Florida and from Intracoastal City, Louisiana westward to Cameron, Lousiana,



At 5 am EDT (09200z), the center of Hurricane Katrina was located near latitude 25.4 north, longitude
87.4 west or about 275 miles south-southeast of the mouth of the Mississippi River.

Katrina is moving toward the west-northwest near 10 mph. A gradual turn toward tke northwest is
expected later loday.

Maximum sustained winds are near 145 mph with higher gusts. Katrina is a Category Four hurricane on
the Saffir-Simpson scale. Some strengthening is forecast during the next 24 hours.

Hurricane force winds extend outward up to 85 miles from the center and tropical storm force winds
extend outward up to 185 miles.

Estimated minimum central pressure is 935 mh (27.61 inches).
Coastal storm surge flooding of 15 to 20 feet above normal tide levels, locally as high as 25 feet along
with larpe and dangerous battering waves can be expeciled near and to the east of where the center makes

landfall,

Rainfall totals of 5 to 10 inches with isolated maximum amounts of 15 inches are pousible along the path
of Katrina across the Gulf Coast and the southeastern United States. The hurticane is still expected 1o
produce additional rainfall amounts of 2 to 4 inches over extreme westermn Cuba and | 1o 3 inches of
rainfall is expected over the Yucatan Peninsula.

Isolated tomadoes will be possible beginning sunday evening over southemn portions of Louisiana,
Mississippi, Alabama, and over the Florida Panhandle. (NWS Narional tHurricane Cenper)

National Weather

South: OQuter rainbands and high surf ahead of Hurricane Katrina will affect coastal Louisiana,
Mississippi, Alabama, and parts of the Florida Peninsula today. These outer bands may contain discrele
thunderstorms that may producc short-lived tornadecs. Otherwise, winds will slowly increase along the
cenlral Gull coast in advance of Hurmicane Katrina. Northeast winds from 15 to 25 mph should be
commeon, with a few gusts above 35 mph during the day. The threat of rip currents will continue 10 be
high roday, particularly along the Alabama and Florida Panhandle beaches. Heat and thunderstorms will
dog others from the Carolinas 10 Texas again today. An arca of thunderstorms will persist from the
coastal Carolinas to north Florida, A weak frontal boundary will stall out from the southem
Appalachians into the Lower Mississippi Valley, focusing thunderstorms from the Smoky Mountains to
southern Arkansas. This boundary may also focus flooding rains once the remnants ¢ f Hurricane Katrina
move inland Tuesday into Wednesday. There will be a significant footprint of heavy, potentially
flooding rainfall from the Lower Mississippi Valley 10 the Tennesses Valley as Katrina moves well
inland along a siow moving cold front.

Thunderstemms should continue 1o rumble across QOklahoma and parts of Texas into the overnight and
then flare again today. While widespread severe weather is not anticipated, a few pulse severe storms
producing strong wind gusts, hail, and heavy rainfall are possible,

Northeast: Excessive heat will continue to give the Northeast a break to round out this last weekend in
August. Highs today should hold in the 70s over much of New England and Upstate New York, and
manage only the 80s over the Mid-Atlantic and Appalachians. Rain and thunderstormis may put a
damper on your day from Upstate New York to Virginia. A {ew of these storms may tum bricfly severe
with high winds and some hail in Upsiate New York and western New England. A stibborn
combination of strong high pressure off Newfoundland plus a stalling frontal boundary will keep the
threat of rain along much of the Nottheast seaboard again tomorrow.



Midwest: Only a few minor blemishes are expected 10 tarnish the end of the last weekend in August in
the nation’s mid-section. Only the Ohio Valley will be sweating in late summer 90-degree heat on
Sunday. On the flip side, highs should hold in the 70s over much of the Upper Midwest, including
Minnesota, the ¢astern Drakotas, and much of Michigan. Folks near Lake Superior and the Boundary
Waters of Minnesota, northwest Wisconsin, and western Upper Michigan may need to grab a jackel for
some 60s Sunday. Clouds and light showers can be expected to accompany these chilly temperawures in
noithern Minnesota, northern Wisconsin, and the U.P. of Michigan. A second sluggish frontal boundary
may spawn additional storms from southern Michigan to Kansas. Some locations ar: running an August
rainfall surplus of over 6 inches from the past 2 weeks’ heavy rains.

West: T'wo active areas will dominate the western weather picture this weekend. Thunderstorms wili
nimble again today in the southern Rockies and adjacent High Plains, While severe ‘veather should be
rather hit-or-mss, locally heavy rainfall and a brief high wind gust or burst of large hail are possible in
the strongest of storms.

A cool front will slide into the Pacific Northwest, and clouds, showers, and perhaps a rumble of thunder
15 possible in association with this cool front. This will keep temperatures much of the day in the 60s in
Seattle-Tacoma, and 1 the 70s in Portland. Ahead of the [ront, highs will soar well into the 90s in the
interior Northwest and northern Rockies, including the active wildfire areas, Unfortunately, stronger
winds and thunderstorms (lightning strikes and shifting winds) should become & proslem in the wildfire
batt)e tomorrow as the front sweeps through. Following highs in the upper 90s in Boise today, mid-70s
should result on Tuesday behind the front. (VWS Media Sources)

Hurricane Katrina Upgraded to
Category 4
Coastal residents jammed freeways and
gas stations as they rushed to get out of
the way of Hurricane Katrina, which
grew into a dangerovs Category 4 storm
carly Sunday as 1t headed for New
Orleans and the Louisiana coast.
Katrina gained strenjrith overnight,
become a Category 4 with 145 mph

" sustained winds as it moved over the
warm waters of the Gulf of Mexico early
this momming. Katrina could become &

Category 5 storm before landfall, — —

A hurricane watch extended from Louisiana to the Alabama-Florida border, and Presideri Bush declared
a state of emergency in Louisiana. His spokesman urged residents along the coast to heed authorities’
advice lo evacuate. Katrina could be especially devastating if it strikes New Orleans because the city
sits below sea lgvel and 13 dependent 6n Tavess and pumps to keep the water out. A direct hit could wind
up submerging the city in several Teet of water.

Making malters worse, at least 100,000 people in the city lack the transportation to gzt out of town. The
Superdome might be used as a shelter of last resort for people who have no cars, with city bus pick-up
points around New Orleans.

Owners of gas stations in and around New Orleans were forced to direct traffic as lines to the pumps
stretched down surrounding streets. Gas stations were running low on gas by midafiernoon Saturday



