Federal and state officials, including President Bush and
Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff participated in a
teleconference call to discuss the approaching storm. The following

are excerpts from that call:

MR, Max MAYFIELD: ORkay. Good afternoon, I

don't have any'good news here at all today.. Thie is.
as everybody knows by now, a very dangervus hurrjcane,
and the center is about 225 miles south-southeéSt of

-

the mouth of the Mississippi R'J‘.ver‘. :

The problem that we're going to have here ——
remember, the winds go counterclockwise around the
conter of the  hurricane. So if the really strong
winde clip Lake Poncetrain, that's going to pile some
of that water from Lake Pencetrain over on the south
side ot the lake. I don't think any model can tell
you with any confidence right now whether the levies

----- “wrill b toppéd. or hot, "bBuY that'sm 6bvidusTy*é“Vér?;L"‘

very grave concern.




PRESIDENT BUSH: . Yes. Mike, thank you very
much. I appreciate so very much the warnings that Max
and his team have given to the good folks in ibuisiana
and Mississippi and Alabama. Appreciate your hriefing
that you gave me early this morning about what the
Foderal Government is preparod to do to help the state
and local folks deal with this really serious storm, -

I do want to thank the good foiks in the
offices of Louisiana and Alabama and Mississippi'tor
listening to these wérnings and preparing your

"—‘
cxtlzens for this -- this huge storm. I want to

" assury the tolks'at the statd level that we~ arﬁ‘fuTn? Tl

prepared to not only help you during the storm., but we

h__‘
will move in whatever resources ang assets we have at ;2

—r—

our disposal after the storm to help you deal with the

loss of property. And we pray for no loss of lifs, of

course.

.Unfortunately, we've had experience at this
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in recent years, and I -- the FEMA folké have done
great work in the Past, and I'm confident, Mike, that
you and your team will do all you can to heip the good
folks in these affected Qtates.

Again. I want to thank Governor élanco and
Governor Riley and Governor Barber, Governor Bush of
Florida; for heeding theso warnings, and doing all you
tan possibly d& with your state folke and local folks
to prepare the citizenfy for this.storm. |

In the meantime, I know the nation will be

praying for the good folks in the affected areas, and

we just hope for- the very best.




these folks down there, because this isg, to put it

mildly, the big one I think, All right?

MIKE BROWN: Yes.

SECRETARY CIEﬂ?HbPF: (Inaudible.) Yeg. Hi,
this is Secretary Chertoff. And;'again. as it relates
to-the entire department, if there's anything that you
need from Coast Guard or any other componentg that
you're not gefting. ﬁlease lot us know., We'll do that

for you, oK.

Mike Brown: I appreciate it. (Missihg.)
Having been through many of these, the Coﬁst Guard and
ICE and all of the others have. been incredibly good to
us. And I hoba We never have to call you and tell you
that I can't get help from the Coast Guard or

somebody.  Thank you for those comments.

SECRETARY CHERTOFE: Sacondly, are thare-any

DOD assets that might be available. Have we roached .

‘out- to- them. “and~have we 1 ‘guessmads " ahy” Kind ot

arrangement in case we need Some .additional help from
theﬁ?

MIKE BROWN: We have DOD assets over here at
the EOC. They are fully engéged, and we are having
those discussions with them now,

SECRETARY CHERTOFF: Good job,
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FEMA director Michael Brown asked Col. Jeff Smith, Deputy Director of the

Louisiana Department of Homeland Security if he needs assistance:

Mike Brown: Any questions? Colonel. do you
have any unmet .needs, anything that we're not getting
to you that you need or —- '

LHS50  COLONEL SMITH: Mike, no. (Inoudible)
resources that are en route, and it looks like those

résources that are en route are going to -- to be a
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good first shot, - Naturally, once we get into this

p—

thing. you know, neock deep here. unfortunately. or
deeper, I'm sure that things are going to come up that
maybe some of even our best planners hadn't even

thought about. So I think flexibility is going to be

e

And just as quickly as we can cut through

any potential red tegﬁuyhen those Eﬂi;bé égwariso,'you
kng;jﬁ;;f;;;;“need'to look at it. We apprecié%e“yﬁur
comments. . I think théy wore to lean as far, fqr as
you possibly can, you know, without falling. and yoﬁf
people heré are doing that. And thét‘g the type of
. attitude that we need in‘an event like this,

So, agaiﬁ. thank you very much,

Mike Broﬁn: .All right. I'1l be in Baton
Rouge probably about 4:00 this afternoon. so 'I'll see
you sometime this evening,

COLONEL SMITH: Okay.  (MisZing) as faf as’

coordination.




