The Louisiana Music Experience

Corner of Canal and Basin Street

New Orleans, Louisiana

The Louisiana Music Experience is a proposed state-of-the-art live performance and interactive music museum project co-developed by HRI Properties and Entertainment Realty of New Orleans.  This 100,000 square foot celebration of indigenous Louisiana music including Jazz, Gospel, R & B, Rock and Roll, Cajun and Blues will be located at the Loews State Palace Theater site on Canal Street in New Orleans.  The projected cost for LME is $50,000,000.  The financial structure will require a $25MM grant from the United States Government (FEMA).  Prior to Hurricane Katrina, this project was slated to receive $5MM from the City of New Orleans.  Mayor Nagin had committed $5M on behalf of the city with a 2-to-1 matching requirement from the State of Louisiana.  The developers will finance the remaining $25MM through the sale of tax-exempt bonds to institutional investors.  

The Louisiana Music Experience will be a world-class facility designed to compete with the Experience Music Project in Seattle, the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland, Ohio and the Country Music Hall of Fame in Nashville, Tennessee.  It is the single largest cultural development project proposed for Canal Street in the history of New Orleans.  The existing 3,000 seat theater will be reduced to 1,000 seats and completely restored to its original grandeur and will feature full audio/video production capabilities making the theater a prime site for local and touring concerts once again.  In addition, the theater will be a significant part of the show experience of the attraction by presenting live music performances of Jazz, Gospel and Cajun music as well as educational programming provided by the New Orleans Jazz Orchestra on a daily basis.  The facility will feature several large exhibit areas celebrating Jazz and Louisiana music genres.  The attraction will also include a New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival exhibit, a “Jazz Greats” Hall of Fame, a Louisiana-themed restaurant, a large music retail store, special event space including a rooftop garden area, a digital media archive center and a changing exhibit gallery space.  

The Louisiana Music Experience will host local elementary and high school children and provide rich historical information about our state-wide music legacy.  In addition, schools such as NOCCA, technical and community colleges, universities and the New Orleans Jazz Orchestra will work with programming resources and events at LME to help the State of Louisiana build its workforce and increase the economic impact of music and entertainment industries.  

