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Acting
chief
suspends
4 cops

Looting is focus
of one investigation

By James Varney
Staff writer

Making a forceful first ap-
pearance as acting New Or-
leans police chief and at-

By James Varne ] :
gnd Jan Mollery tempting to deflect growing
Staff writers criticism of the New Orleans

It is not, officials handling
the task frankly concede, the
sexiest task in the aftermath
of Hurricane Katrina. But
someone’s got to clean up.

And it will take a year. At
least.

“Trash hauling may not
sound that exciting, but it’s
very, very important,” Coast
Guard Vice Admiral Thad
Allen, who heads the federal
relief effort in those areas of

Louisiana and Mississippi STAFF PHOTO BY TED JACKSON combat
nearly annihilated by both Ka- Steve Peterson, left, covers his nose to avoid the stench as he and Abdul Idrissou move a container of rotting garbage looting, Ri-
trina and Hurricane Rita.

The scope of the cleanup
is staggering, a job five times

from in front of the Nile Café at Magazine and Eighth streets Uptown. ‘I have 10 employees,’ Idrissou said. ‘None of them
want to come back. They won’t even talk to me.’

Police Department’s behav-
ior after Hurricane Katrina,
acting Superintendent War-
ren Riley announced Thurs-
day he has suspended four
officers without pay and put
more than a dozen others un-
der investigation.

The investigations stem
from a handful of events dur-
ing which the officers were
accused of
looting, or
failed to

ley said. He
declined to
name the

the size of that faced by the locations at “| Wt
Miami area after Hurricane which the .
Andrew in 1992. The mess is o officers’ al- to reaffirm
so huge that local, state and leged activi- MY position
federal agencies faced with it ty or inac-  that there
provided varying estimates tion oc- i
of the amounts involved and curred, ex- IS Zero
a likely timetable. Allen esti- cept for the tolerance for
mated the hard-hit areas in Sewell misconduct
the two states are cluttered o Cadillac d fi
with 40 million cubic yards of Chevrolet N UNProies=
debris, two-thirds of it in dealership sionalism
Louisiana. So far, only 4 mil- in the Cen- by any
lion cubic yards have been tral Busi- b
removed, with just 1 million ness Dis- mem _er
of that total in Louisiana. trict of this
The target date to com- 777 ) «1 want department.”
leet(Ia the g10b i(r; Lo;)lisiana, of- 37" e ZI/Oﬂ t to reaffirm  \WARREN RILEY
icials said, is October 2006. m, iti i
) ) y position  Acting New
But state environmental b@ MUCb lLO eﬂf that there Orleang police
officials said Thursday that it ) i - i
, is zero tol-  superintendent
could take up to two years to THlS Mﬂll] dflﬂk 07/' 6{0 erance for
clean up what they said were HOUSE misconduct and unprofes-
22 million tons of debris Kat- | i, _— sionalism by any member of
rina left behind in southeast » Preparing to ] this d ” 1«
le > | Bv Bruce Hamilton is department,” he said. “If
Louisiana. More than half of visit a deluged v lsltaff writer ' the investigation determines
‘_chat total — 12 mlllloq tons —is house, C-8 . the member violated depart-
in Orleans Parish, said Chuck § ... . . ... As thousands of residents return ment policy or any laws
Brown, assistant administra- » Don’t rely on to New Orleans today, one month af- swift and decisive action Wﬂi
tor for the state Department t fi ter Hurricane Katrina, they will find be taken.”
of Environmental Quality. emporary Txes, a city that is recovering but still short The press conference was
By comparison, state offi- architects say, of adequate goods and services. For the first for Riley since May-
cials expect the total amount A-20 much of what they need, they will or Ray Nagin named him

of debris left behind by Hur-
ricane Rita to be a compara-
bly modest 500,000 tons — or
about 4 percent of the total
amount in New Orleans
alone.
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its frozen products so it could reopen.
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K.C. Cornell brings shipments to The Wine Seller on Prytania
Street. A few doors down, the Creole Creamery was waiting for

have to leave again.

Although a handful of retail opera-
tions were open or trying to open in
the city Thursday, including a smat-

tering of drug stores, banks and a

hardware store, most businesses

See RETURN, A-13

acting chief after Eddie
Compass announced his re-
tirement Tuesday afternoon.
Riley, who ran for criminal
sheriff in Orleans Parish last

SeeRILEY, A-16

Blanco unveils state recovery team

Nagin was to announce the com-

tive to rebuild the city at a news

N.O. still in the dark
about Web, phones

; ; position of his commission on re- conference today at 2:30 p.m. at
Nﬂgﬁ’l lo introduce building the city, and some key the Sheraton Hotel. He is expect- they don’t know when conniec
1 ; figures that Nagin wanted on his ed to name a core leadership ! 0 -
bZS version fO&l’ﬂy team were drafted instead by the ~ team of about 14 people that will _ COMpﬂﬂZeg dgn 1 tlorf\?e‘;g&?e];ﬁg%f& Corn.. the
goxlfﬁeg;loclg asked her new adviso- gs}gggﬁiﬂ?@sg@: ig;%eagu;n;f; ;)Sf ‘; | know Z(/ben Ser 7/ZC' e local telephone giant tha%,also
By Robert Travis Scott ry group to assist her in bringing 200 people. offers high-speed Internet serv-

Capital bureau

small and large businesses back

The mayor has emphasized

Gov. Kahleen

will be back

ice, nor Cox Communications,

BATON ROUGE — Gov. Kathleen to life in the storm-damaged ar- that the group will be balanced Blan,co gilsnrzillﬂ(i]r;:ebl}%"ag\?:tbc:ge“‘giellﬁzl-
Blanco brought a group of busi- eas, and she outlined a legislative raglally as ;vell aitby talent pool Advisory to say how 17nany of their Nev%
ness, education and community package that she pitched 2" Ti??gr(; ggsp ;:eéxpecte dto panel mC_'UdeS By Keith Darcé Orleans area customers have
leaders to the state Capitol on  Wednesday on Capitol Hill. After 4"y Canizaro, head of First  SOMe being Business writer high-speed Internet service or
Thursday to seek their help as a meeting with the mgdla, she  ponk & Trust and one of the city’s considered by As New Orleanians begin to  how many are still waiting for it
the state tries to recover from  met with the group behind closed st prominent real estate Mayor Ray re-enter their neighborhoods, to be restored. Their behavior
Hurricane Katrina. doors. Nagin telephone and Internet service contrasts with Entergy, which

The meeting came the day be-
fore New Orleans Mayor Ray

Nagin is scheduled to an-
nounce his panel and his initia-

See BLANGO, A-1)

remains spotty at best, and the
major service providers say

See COMMUNICATION, A-16

DAY 32 - Katrina death toll in Louisiana: 9223 - Trailer village could be ready Monday, A-3 + Gorps of Engineers to investigate levee failures, A-4 - Rail damage forces major reroutings, A-20 « FULL COVERAGE AT NOLA.COM

CONTACTING THE TIMES-PICAYUNE E}ISIS_GISDE C-6 : Metro B PARTLY SUNNY
ADVERTISING CLASSIFIED ADS GIRGULATION £ HUMAN RESOURGES  NEWSROOM Editorial BI6  ioney A-20 iy o ‘ ‘ | | |||||||||”
(225)709-2964 | (866)420-3204 : (225)215:0894 | (225)216-0872 : (226) 2150876 | [ G5 Soms ¢ 86 | 74 7SS



