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pedple living outside the ramparts were ordefed, by .

beat of tom-tom, to come into the fort; and at 6 in

the evening, all the gates were shut.

- Tesday, 27th, December 1740, or 16’th My ga,zh@
oj Baudri~-The following intelligence was made’

known this  morning.’

It seems that yesterday. -

half-a-dozen Mahratta horsemen were seen to the.
west of Cuddalore, and a scout was sent thence

to obgerve their movements.

Before, however, he
. could start on his ‘mission, it looked as though

“the enemy were approaching the town. Thereupon,

two shots were fired from the ramparts of Tiruppap--
puliyfir, and they fled.. The scout was soon on: their
track.  He was observed, and one of the horgemen:
gave chage, and struck at him with a sword. The
scout carried a cudgel, and aiming a blow at his
oppotient, knocked the weapon from his grasp: he

“then went to Fort St. David, and reported the whole

affair to the Governor there, who was pleased, and
presented him with two yards of broad-cloth, seven

A Httle

zla,ter,-on'_the' same day, a party of fifty or eixty

Mahrattas
vepulsed at
Bahar,

Mahratta horsemen wags seen by the garrison of Bahtr
hovering nedr that place:

twenty or thirty musket

shots fired at the horsemen put them to flight.. The.
commanding officer came  to Pondichery- yesterday

evening ; and it is reported that the Mahrattas

thereupon plundered the country around Béhﬁi‘. o
At 8 thi§ morning, people came hurrying into

Pondichery, bearing intelligence that the Mahrattas

and fifty sepoys.
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had pillaged the houses at Tennal, and that their
cavalry had advanced as far as Villianallfir, Ushtu
tank, Arumpitat Pillai's choultry, and Ozhukarai,
ill-treating and plundering the passers by. At 9,
the Governor sent a detachment of soldiers to Ozhu-
karai] they being accompanied by Muttaiya Pillai,
The mounted men and sepoys who
were in attendance on the Muhammadan visitors at

karai. Before they could arrive there, they learnt
that the Mahrattas had gone to Vazhudivir. They

' thereupon returned, a,nd reached Pondlchery at 4

in the afternoon.

The history of the Mahratta depred&tlons, as con-

tained in a letter written _from Porto Novo, is as
follows:—On the morning of Saturday, the 18th

[24th December], 2,000 Mahratta horsemen started
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Pondichery were also called out, and sent to Ozhu--

Account of
raid by
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from Tiruvanpimalai, ostensibly to go to Trichino-

poly.  They rode due south as far as Tylgadrug;
then turned eastwards, and arrived at VridhAchalam
in the night:
and Vridhdchalam is fifty miles.
by them to the south was ten miles,

The detour made

The distance between Tiruvannimalai

They thus '

rode sixty miles in one day. The next morning, they

left Vridhdchalam, and arrived at midday, at about
eighteen Indian hours after sunrige, ab qu:tb Novo,
covering fifty miles, and thus completing the whole

They cover
110 miles in
a {lay and-

a-half.

distance” of 110 miles in a day and-a-half. The -

Mahratta freébooters occupied Chitrachivadi, about
two miles to the west of Porto Novo, and maltreated
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and robbed the travellers who passed that way. Tn'

the meantime; two peons bearing letters started

from the Dutch factory for Negapatam. When
they approached Chitrachdvadi, they perceived the
marauders and cume running back, warning every one
whom they met of the presence, in the vicinity, of the
Mahratta horse. In a short time, the people flocked;
with their movables, into the factory, from all
quarters of Porto Novo. It was crowded; and those
who could not find room in the bmldmgs of the

factory itself, ran to the native craft lying near the
river bank, and got into them for safety. Every '
one of these was calculated to hold some forty or

fifty persons, but this being a time of peril, between
200 and 300 entered each, so that they grounded and
could nob be moved. Six or seven other boats, fally
laden with cloths, were moored near the bank ; one of
them carried bales belonging to Chakkaraiyappa
Mudali, another those of Nachiyappa Mudali, the
third thoge of Andiyapps Mudali, the fourth con-

tained my goods, the fifth those of Kunja Pillai, and

the remaining two had on board the stocks of retail
merchants The 2,000 Mahratta horsemen now hove
in sight. Five hundred of these advanced towards
the river bank on the southern side of the town,
whilst 500 more moved to the northern; and thus

the whole 1,000 completely surrounded it as though

in a net, and entering it from all sides, d1spersed
in small parties of three or four, pillaging every

bouse. Those who remained in their dwellings were

THE MABRATTAS SACK NEGAPATAM.

beaten, and plunderéd of evérything Only a cubit cuse. VL.
length of cloth was given to them to cover their .

nakedness,

of their captors, whilst others were made to carry

the spoils of the conquerors on their heads. Ii the
‘meantime, the body of horge which had marched
in the direction of the river bank caught sight of
the boats, and forced those who had taken refuge
in them to come out.
robbed of everything; some iwere wourded, and
others were soundly whipped. - Some threw them-
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selves into the river to make their escape, and twelve .

_of these perished. The Mahrattas next hauled the

craft which were laden with merchandise np to the

bank, and seized their contents. Ounly one escaped

their violence, and ag luck would have it, it was that -

~ which carried my property. It was lying stranded

a little way from the others; consequently, the
goods were not captured, and the mén in it were left

unmolested. The 500 horsemen next rode to ‘the

Dutch factory, the gates of which were shut against

- them. Whilst this wag going on, 500 of the 1,000
" “mounted troops who were engaged in pillaging the

town appeared on the northern side of the factory,
which was now surrounded by 1,000 men. Some of

these occupied themselves in breaking in the wicket

of the gate, and others threw rope-ladders over the

tops of the buildings, and succeeding in climbing up, -

lowered themsclves into them. The gate was now

forced, and the whole of the Mahratta horse rushed

The people were stripped, and took ruge

Mahraﬁta.a
attack the '

Dut-ch
factory..
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into the factory. "Every one there was selzed and

stripped stark naked. Some received sword-cuts, and

others were scourged with whips. They were each

the fort. Deputy Governor, Astrue, his wife and three

-daughters, and seven or eight Dutchmen, were made
prisoners. The Mahrattas left the fort with their

- captives and spoil, some of the respectable mhabﬂ:-

ants of the place being forced to serve as carriers ;

" and at 6 in the evening they pitched their camp on

Released
next
Orning.

Factory

-sacked.

Valuo of the
plunder.

a plain two miles outside of the town. Those who
had been made to do duty as porters were then driven
away, but the Furopean captives .were detained all
night. They were released only the next morning,
and were sent back to the factory in the custody of

‘sixty horsemen. These men ransacked the place,
and took whatever had escaped the maranders on the -
prevmus day. - The value of the plunder of the fac.

‘tory may be estimated at 1,00,000 pagodas, and that
of the town at 50,000, giving a total spoil of 1,50,000

— pagodas Such were the contents of the letter from
. "Porto Novo.

Arrival of
Comte de
Poulouse
feom
Manilla,

Priday, 30th Decomber 1740, or 19th Mdr gaﬁkz of

:Raudri.—This morning at 8, the French ship Oomte

‘de Toulouse, captain, M. Porte-barre, which had
been to Manilla, reached the roadstead. She has

‘on board. 250 Acheen horses, bales of Indian hemp, o '

sulphur '-. SoLE

*

. <% Blank in-the-original,. ~ =
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* [Sunday; 1st January 1741, or] 215t Mdmazhz‘ of Cwa, s, VI

' Raudw —This wag a, feast day,_on account of the 1741,

neW yea,;r dVeW year q :

Sunday, 8th January 1741, or 28th Mdr gazha Arrival of
of Raudri—A ship . * from Pegu arrived I};?“fmé N
this merning at 10. Her commander is M. Puel.‘ L
Ter eargo eonsista of four horses, - . . Dy

[ Monday,-9th January 1741, or 29th Mm qa#hz of Ladmgola
Raidri.—The followmg is the lading of a, shlp ﬁ?g”g’om
which-arrived from Mergui :— - . ,. SR

T@aesa’fw, 10th January 174] oy 30?% Maa gftth, of g*;fyé! 95, "
rawdri.~-The Pmth@em ¢, captain, M. T)ub01s came .
to an anchor here at 9 this morning, announcing her
arrival by ﬁrmd twenty-one guns. The salute was
returned by the fort. -Two hundred boxes containing.
silver were landed.

7 Thursday, 12th Januwarvy 1741, or 8rd i' @i of Arrival of
Raudri.—~This forenoon at 11, a ship carrying. bgf?,f‘:,;ng
fo Tinam

‘certain property and goods belonging to Imém S4hib sunib.

put-in here. . He, however, is not on hoard. N
Saturday, ll,cth Januwary 1741, or - 5ith Tai of %ﬁ{um“ o

usain.. . .

Raudri.—Mir Ghulim Husam and Khin Bahadur DiShs -
arrlved thiz evening at 5, from Arcot, in view to.

al .T‘lVG

. escort the undermenmoned ladies to the fort at

Vellore :- viz., the widow of Nawdb Dost 'Alf Khar
the w1fe of Nawfb Sa,fda,r ‘Alf Khin, the widow of
Hasan *Al Khan the w1fe of - Ohanda 84hib, and
other ladies of pos1t10n A party went out to

* Blank in the original,
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