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It is evident that, although he had not yet been-

“appointed chief dubash at the date on” which the
present volume closes, he had then become a power

in Pondichery, and had gained the confidence of-its

Governor to an extraordinary degree. That this

latter was the case, is evidenced not only by the’

way in which Duplelx sent for and consulted him
on ail manner of subjects, incloding his private
affairs, but also by the unregerved tone in which he
conversed with him regarding de la Bourdonna:s,
and the freedom of spepch in whlch he mdulged
when doing s0.

Ranga Pillai wr1tes, at some Iength in- an enter-
taining and instructive manner, and with shrewd
comments thereupon, of the many intrigues which
took place with regard to the appointment of chief
dubash, the prominent part which Madame Duplelx

assumed in these, and the unblushmo- way in which -

she bargained for bribes to herself and her husband.
In addition to matter of this nature, there. will

be found in this volume much that is ﬂlustra,twe of

the men and manners, ‘both Eumpean and Native, of
the India of the period to ‘which it relates. .-

1 brusn that it will be acknowledged by those
who read it, and have perused its predecessor, that
the promise which I held out in the general intro-

duction at the beginning of the latter has, to some

degree at any rate, been redeemed.
' a ' J. PP

.~ OotacamuNp, . -
- November 23+d, 1906, = !
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