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CHAPTER XIII.

NAEEMAH AND KULLEEM.

“The dog of the Seven Bleepers, lying at the feet of good
men, became human."—Sadi,

It is worth while to reflect a moment on the character
and circumstances of Nacemah and Kulleem. They
had reached an age when the habits of Iife become
8 second nature. Both were married. Kulleem was
separated from his wife, and Naeemah from her husband.
But there was this difference ; that, while Kulleem was
herd and unyielding as steel, Nacemah was malleable
as lead. He was a man and stern ; she was a woman
end soft-hesrted. He could go into the world, and
had hundreds of friends and acquaintances ; she was
behind the purdah, with no society but that of the
ladies of the family and occasional visitors to the
zenana, The minds of both of them were, so to speak,
diseased ; but his was the more dangerous ailment, for
it was infectious and aggravated by the constant irrita
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tion of evil associations. Fearless and ingenious as he
wasg, Kulleem’s character was in many respects weak and
puerile. He was a finished specimen of the jeunesse dorée
of the period, who are like women in their love of finery
and admiration, rise late and study themselves in the glass
till noon, go to rest with their hair parted and plaited
under a night-cap, and grieve over the disturbance of
& curl-paper, much as Sir Isaac Newton grieved over the
mischie! done by his dog Dimmond. When the barber
comes they keep him at work till be can see no longer.
When it is time to dress, first comes the cap, which is
taken from the block and cautiously fitted on the head
80 as not to disarrange a hair. Then comes the anxious
business of wriggling into sleeves and trousers; the
cloth is so fine that it won’t bear pulling; hand and
foot declare they can’t get into an ant-hole: *° How can
a camel pass through a needie’s eye ! An hour’s gentle
persuasion, with the aid of tissue paper, and the gar-
ments are slithered on at last, a perfect fit, but so tight
o squeeze that the arms are pinioned and the legs e-
straddle. The gentleman can hardly breathe, let alone
cough or sneeze—as well bo in the stocks at once! As
the poet says: *“ Don't ask what the conduct is with
such surroundings.’

Naeemsh, on the other hand, like other ladies of her
closy, fond ss she might be of dress and jewels, was
like a carefully laid-up pearl, with no temptations t
encounter from the outside world, ‘
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We left Nacemah en rowte to hor aunt’s house.
When she alighted and had greeted her aunt she burst
inte tears. It is the habit of women in the country
to weep on the arrival of a friend or guest, after an
interval of absence, because they recall the grief of
parting. But this is not the custom of the ladies of
Dehli, who reserve their tears, as a role, for family
bereavements, and think it untucky to weep when they
receive or meet their friends. Nacemah'’s aunt was,
therefore, surprised at her emotion, but she was aware
of her niece’s temper and guessed that some quarrel had
ocourred. She took her in her arms and said : ,

“ Bless us, Nacemah! You the mother of a son, and
weeping ! What will the women say? Don’t ory, my
dear!”

*“ Mother has beaten me ! sobbed Nacemah.

“And what then ? Why shouldn’t she? Beating
by a parent is correction for the child’s good. I know
your mother of old; I daren’t cross her even now.
But she corrected you for your good, I am sure. Why,
look ! your baby is langhing at you! How now, my
little man !  Tell your mammy not to ory!”’

“Ug-goon,” crowed the baby, jumping in its mother’s
arms,

“To be sure, you darling ! Why, what a stout little
fellow you are getting ! ’

Naeemah dried her tears at her aunt’s cheery kind-
liness, and began to recover her spirits. Her aunt
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forebore to make any further inquiry ; and when Salibah
afterwards told her the circumstances of the quarrel, she
was pleased that Naeemah had come to her, and said
she would do her best to help her.

Good company is the best preceptor. Naeemah had
much to contend against in her father's houge. Reli-
gion had been no part of her surroundings, and she was
sshamed to appear in & new character, and she wag
moreover just now smarting under a sense of injury.
Religion was regarded as a matter of course in her
aunt’s household, and nobody forced it on her attention ;
and though she was contemptuous at first, she gradually
came to contemplate what she saw around her with
satisfaction. Her aunt’s active superintendence of the
houschold, the early rising, the morning devotions, the
busy occupations of the day, impressed her with a sense
of her own shortcomings; and before long she began
to rise with the rest, and instead of being slovenly and
dulled by too much sleep, became as cheerful and
healthy as the rest, and as ready as they were to thank
God for His daily mercies, and ask for His guidance and
protection. She lost the peevish and fretful manner
which made everyone's life a burden in her old home ;
and by and by her one idea was to effect a reconcilia-
tion between her mother and herself.

It happened that some four months after her depar-
ture from home there was a marriage at the house of
Salihah’s uncle, to which Neeemah was invited, partly
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on account of her relationship to Saliheh, and partly
because the hridegroom was her own brother-in-law.
Her conduct here was no longer that of the majority of
the women, who spent the time in singing songs and
gossip ; and the change attracted the attention of the
members of her husband’s family who were present.
He was 3 God-fearing man, and fond of his wife,
though the difference between their babits and senti-
ments had raised a barrier betwoen them, and had ended
in the hostility of his family to her residence among
them. They had no sooner reported her behaviour at
the wedding than he returned home at onece, and made
preparations for her reception.
She met her mother, too, among the gnests, and fall
at her feet to ask forgiveness. Fahmeedah was over-
Joyed; and, when the festivities were over, she gratefully
thanked her sister and: piece for their loving care, and
ab last carried her daughter home. Their friends among
the ladies of the Quarter were asked to meet her, and
Naeemah acknowledged her wrong-doing before them
all, placed her head upon her mother's feet, embraced
Huomeedah and kissed the scar upon her forehead, and
Joined her hands before Bedars,
- Next day her husband eame for ber, and she was
domiciled at last as a happy and respected wife in the
family she had formerly found it impossible to live
with,

It was two months from this time that her brother
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Kulleem was brought to her in the condition we have
deseribed in the last chapter. Notwithstanding the care
and skill of his physicians, his wounds refused fo h'ea.l,
and his prostration was such that he was only sensible
at intervals, and talking was forbidden.

The day before he died his strength seeme-d suddenly
to revive, and he even got up and enjoyed his food, and
conversed with his relations. He gave them an aceount
of his adventures at Daulatebad, and enquired &b()l.lt
everything that had happened since his departure. This
return of strength was, as he knew, the last effort (')f
expiring nature. His last words were addressed to his
mother, and he said :

“I have spent my life in disobedience to Gca.d and
man; and, though there are thousands of such lives, I
offer no excuse, and cannot hope to make amends. Yet
T am not without consolation, for, in the first place, 1
die repentant ; in the next place, I am among those wl.lo
know the stages of the road I have to travel, and will
follow me with their prayers and sympathy ; and, lastly,
my life may serve as & warning to others, and thus not
utterly be useless. As they say, © [ ook no ].aeed myself,
do you take heed.” T have nothing left to wish for but
my father’s forgiveness.” _

So saying, Kulleem fainted away from the violence of
his emotions. Iis pulse ceased to beat, and the pallor
of d;ath spread over his countenance. The ‘women
began to weep and lament, and Nussooh, hearing j.he
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disturbance, eame in to see the end. With tender hands
he administered a few drops of cordial, Inid his son’s
head towards Mecon, and recited the Kalima.* Then
f(?r the last time, Kulleem opened his eyes, and, gazin :
[tlteously in his father’s face, joined his hands in ;'esign:f
tion, and yielded up his soul to his Creator.

“God pardon kim! He was o
: ne fell ; ;
his faults 1” Jine fellow, with alt

* The confession of faith, in the words, «

T .
Muhammad is the Messengor of God.” here is no God but God ;

London: Printed by W. H. Allen & Clo., 12 Waterloo Pluce, B.W.

- e ——

WORKS RELATING TO INDIA,

Published by W. H. ALLEN & CO.

Native Life in Travancore. With numerous Ilius-

trations and Map. By the Rev. SAMUBL MATEER, of the Tondon Bis-
sionary Society, Author of * The Land of Charity.” 8veo. 1Bs.

Indian Snake Poisons: their Nature and Effects. By
A. J. Warn, M.D., Loudon, Fellow of the Royal College of Suxgeons, Eng-
foud ; of the Medicsl Staff of HL.M.'s Indinn Army. Crown 8vo. fis.

Recollections of the Cabul Campaign, 1879 and
1880, By JosEUA DUEKE, Bengal Medical Serviee. 8vo., with Map and
Tlustrations. 153. Preface containg portions of n valuahble letter from Sir
TFrederick Roberts.

Founders of the Indian Empire. Clive—Warren
Hastingg—Wellesley. Vol. L—LORD CLIVE. By Colonel . B. MATLE-
goN, C.S.Y., Author of “ History of the French in India,” 8vo., with
Portrait and Four Pilans. 20s.

Twenty-one Days in India. Being the Tour of Sir
ALI Bapa, K,C.B. By GEORGE ABERIGH-MACEAY. Post Bvo. 43, An
INustrated Bdition, 8vo., 10s. 6d.

The Afghan War, 1879-80. Being a complete Nar-
rative of the Copture of Cobul, the Siege of Sherpur, the Battle of Ahmed
Khel, the Brilliant Mnreh to Candabar, &e¢. By Howanbp THENSMAN,
Special Correspondent of the * Pioneer” (Allnhabad) and the * Daily
News"” (London}. 8vo., with Mayps. 2ls. '

_Geography of India. Comprising an account of British

India and the varions stntes enclosed and adjeining. Feap. pp. 250, 2s.

The Tea Industry in India. A Review of Finance

and Labour, and o Guide for Cn;)'tnlists and Assistants. By SAMUBL BAIL-
DoN, Author of “Tea in Agsan,” 8vo. 10s. 6d.

Thirty-eight Years in India, from Juganath to the
Himalnys Mountains. By WILLIAM TAYLBR, Fag., Retired B.C.8., late
Commissioner of Patna. Xn 2 vols,, llustrated. 25s. ench.

The Decisive Battles of India, from 1746 to 1849

inclugive, Witha Portruit of the Author, a Map, and Three Plang, By
Colunt.ils . B. ManiEsonN, (.81, Author of the  Life of Lord Clive,” &e.
8vo. 3,

Major-General Sir Frederick S. Roberts, Bart.,
v.C., G.0.B., CLE, R.A. A Memoir. By CHARLES RATHBONE Low,
Author of “ History of the Indinn Navy,” &e. 8vo., with Portrait, 18s.

India and Her Neighbours. By Sir W. P. ANDrEW,
C.LE., Author of “Qur Scientific Frontier,” *The Indus and its Pro.
vinges,” * Memoir of the Euphrotes Route.””  With Two Maps, Bvo. 158,

Indian Industries. By A, G. F. Evror James, Author
of * A Guide to Indian Household Management,' &c. Crown Bvo. 9s,




