Intizar Husain: Sirhiyan

[From Gopi Chand Narang (ed.), Initzar Husain aur un ke afsine, Aligarh, Educational
Book House, 1986, pp. 303-320: originally published in Sahr-e afsos, Lahore,
Maktaba-e Karvan, 1973, pp. 62-83.]

[Translated with slight abridgements (marked as .... in the photocopy) by Muhammad
Umar Memon as "The stairway’ in Intizar Husain, ed. M.U. Memon, An unwritten epic
and other stories, Lahore, Sang-e-Meel, 1987, pp. 50-69, also in Khalid Hasan and
Faruq Hasan, eds., Urdu short stories from Pakistan, New Delhi, Vikas, 1986, pp.
241-254.]

+

The Shia background

A basic understanding of this background is essential for any appreciation of the
story from p. 306 on. The following brief note should help:

Shia consciousness is dominated by the martyrdom of Imam Husain at Kerbela
" [karbald-e mu'alla], where his tomb [dargah, etc.] is the centre of Shia pilgrimage.
Mourning for Kerbela reaches its annual peak in the first ten days of Muharram,
especially the 10th Muharram ['asara), but continuing to the 40th day [cihlum]. The
imambara with its mourning chamber [‘az3-xdna] is the centre of Shia ritual, and is
used to store the objects sacred to the memory of the martyred Imam which are taken
out on the annual Ashura procession [julds]. Besides the ta'ziya, a model of the
Imam's tomb at Kerbela, these objects include the banners ['alam] whose poles are
topped with the Shia symbol of the upright hand [panja], whose five digits symbolize
the Five Holy Ones [panj tan-e pak], i.e. the Prophet, Ali, Fatima, Hasan and Husain.

[p-303}
sirhiyan f.p. stairs, staircase
be-kali f. restlessness, unease
thandi sans lena to heave a sigh
harkat k. to move, to stir
ki jan men jan dnd to be restored to life, to be relieved
dharka m. fear, apprehension
ka dhyan rakhna to pay attention to
lahja m. tone
avval-e §ab m. beginning of the night
Saitani of the devil
vasvasa m. evil suggestion, prompting
bunyad - f. basis
axir-e §ab m. end of the night
sadqga dena to give alms
dharakna to throb, to palpitate
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tahayyur
kaifiyat
gahra

gissa
hona
tarka
pat se

sar-gardan
paresan
bihtari
nania _
marhiim
pera
dauna
patta
vuzi k.

inhimak
karvat lena
-murda
barkat
nisani
jhijaknd

sabit k.

kal

qadre
buland avaz
be-vagta

par i'tibar k.

ihtiyatan

jhunjhlahat
kamal
bayan k.
gharl
garmana
'ajab
mazaq
dikhna

basar
fitrat

m. wonder
{. state
deep

m. Story

m. something which is going to happen
m. dawn

quickly, suddenly, 'with a snap'

wandering, confused, 'lost’
distressed, worried

f. improvement, things getting better
m. maternal grandfather

late, deceased

m. pera [a kind of sweet]

m. leaf-basket

m. leaf

to perform ablutions [before prayers]

m. concentration, absorption

to turn on one's side, to turn over
m. corpse

f. blessing

f. sign, mark

- to be startled, to hesitate

to prove, to establish

m. famine

somewhat, rather

[= iinici avaz] £. loud voice
untimely

1o trust

cautiously, as a precaution

f. irritation, annoyance

amazing, extraordinary

to tell, to describe

f. moment

to become heated, to become angry
amazing, strange

m. joke

[intrans. of dekhna ] to be seen, to appear

m. man, human
f. nature
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rafu-cakkar hona
sire se

yan

had hona

balist

kotha

chat

chupna
gadam utimna
int

munider
surahi
#adra
kora
lalten
batti
manda
kam k.
cand

tel
gul hona

munh hi muth men

burburana
bujhna
simatna

bistar
candni
camakna
bistar ke nam
du-siitl
samena
takya
ba-taur
sirhane
chirkdo k.
lota
khurra
chirakna
nanga
pith

tarl

bhiga

bal

to buzz off, to go away
from the beginning

[= yahan ] here

to go too far, to be too much

f. span [between thumb and little finger]
m. flat roof

f. roof

to be hidden

to lower the feet, to set feet down

f. brick

m. parapet-wall, low roof-wall
f. flask, pitcher

fresh, new

f. lantern

f. light, wick
dim, faint

to lower [wick]
m. moon

m. oil :

to be extinguished, to go out
[talking] to oneself

to mutter, to mumble

_to be extinguished, to go out

to shrink

m. bedding, bed-roll, bedclothes
f. white cloth

to shine

'as nominal bedding’

f. a kind of light cloth

to roll up

m. pillow

by way of, as

at the head [of bed]

to sprinkle fwater]

m. lota, pot

rough, coarse

to sprinkle

naked, bare

f. back

f. cool moisture

wet, damp

m. hair, i.e. fibre of string bed
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sondha
xusbi
§amma
mu'attar k.

sum
khankarna
gala

'alam

mubarak
hama-tan
mutavajjih
karvat badalna
munh k.

savere
janen
karvaten lena
ke hon men
jhapki
larkharana
kapkapi
imam-bara
van

sabz

lahrana
patka
lacakna
candi

panja

caka-caundhi

ru'b

tari hona
jism
sakta

zihn
rauzan

channa
lakir
'aza-xana
lobian
basna
sona

fresh-smelling [like wet earth/clay]
f. perfume

m. sense of smell

to perfume, to scent

f= gum siim ] silent, mute

to clear the throat

m. throat

m. ‘alam, the spear-headed banner of Husain
auspicious

totally, completely

attentive

to turn over

to face, to turn the face

garly

[= jane ] who knows?

to toss and turn

as it was about to happen

f. doze, nod, nap

to stumble, to stammer

f. rembling, shaking

m. imambara, where Muharram equipment is kept
[= vahan ] there

green

to wave

m. sash

to bend, to sway

f. silver

m. panja, hand symbolizing the Five Holy Ones
fthe Prophet, Ali, Fatima, Hasan, and Husain]

f. being dazzled

m. awe
to overcome
m. body

m. trance

m. mind

m. skylight, smoke-hole, 'aperture, chink'
f. ray

to be strained, to be shed

f. line

m. mourning chamber

m. incense

to be scented, to smell

m. gold
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zau
redmi
sunahrd
rupahll
gotd
tankna
kinara
bic
avezan
jhulma
jhar
§i%a

» kone-dar
an-ginat
phali
lataknd
jane
haft-rang

~ haule
takna
basarat

tairna

camak
lahrana

lahar

mind par jana
. ta¥vis

ab ke baras
fikr-mandana
hima

juliis

[p.308]

marte dam tak
8an

zaTf

bharrana
chalakna

thanda sdns lena

gum sum
ara

tircha
cihlum
tala parna

m. sparkle, light

silken

golden

silver

m. lace edging

to be stitched

m. border

middle, in the middle
hanging

to bend, to bow, to droop
m. chandelier

m. glass

having corners, i.e. cut glass
countless

f. pendant

to hang

who knows?
seven-coloured, like a rainbow

slowly, softly
to stare at
f. good news

to swim

f. flash

to wave

f. wave

to fade, to subside
f. anxiety, concern

that year, the next year
worried, anxious

soft, low

m. procession

until one's dying breath
f. splendour, pomp ;
feeble, weak [from old age] !
to become hoarse
to overflow, to brim over

to heave a sigh

silent, completely lost, struck dumb
awkward, complicated, tangled
crooked :

m. the 40th day after 1st Muharram
Tock to be in place, ‘remain locked'




an-jan

zork,

cupke cupke
ki[n}var
darar -
jhankna

jor

pair

tala lagna
kundh

ru'b tarf hona
kaurtyala sanp
rivayat

ke mutabiq
cherna

cunance
glheis

fa1
khankarna
sur sur k.
ghusna
jamna

ki jaiza lena
jurat

{ki] qasam khana

fko] yaqin d@na
kauriyen

dival

jhat se

dhar dhar k.
sahma

ek sath
sahn
kufn]an

unknown -

to exert itself, to gather strength
silently, stealthily

m. door, one of pair of doors

f. crack

to peep -

m. joint

m. foot

to be padlocked

f. door-chain

to seize

f. grating

m. sparkle, flash

to be filled with awe, to be terrified
of its own accord, by itself

to thump, to hammer

to take oneself off, to leave

m. cellar, underground chamber
m. staircase

dark

awe, terror to overcome

m. spotted snake, braided snake
f. tradition

according to

to tease, to provoke

in this way, for instance

slimy, clammy

f. thing

to clear the throat, 'without a sound'
to rustle, to slither

to get inside

to stay where one is

to survey

f. daring

to swear [by]

to believe, to be sure

fp. [dialect for kauriyan | white spots
f. [dialect for divar] wall
straightaway, immediately

to thump loudly, to pound
scared

all at once

m. courtyard

m. well

61




lahren lena
ja-ba-ja
bijli
parchain
jin

hat

baola
buzurgana
~pagla

dvaz lagana
gunj
lahriya
gardan

dhak dhak k.

be-i’ tinal

. cup cap
zail hona
jahalat
itta
jab hi
thora hi
basa
#rdja basath
mahal

- jannat
gunih k.
allah miyan
'azab

tang

jhalakna

camra

brick-built
f. wall, coping

m. light

faint, dim

m. shadow

deep

f. depth

to wave, to ripple

here and there, everywhere
f. lightning

f. shadow, reflection

m. jinn

‘get away with you!'
mad, crazy

like a wise old man
[= pagal] mad

[= avadz dena] to call out
f. echo

wavy

f. neck

to beat, to palpitate

- f. lack of concern

quite silent

to vanish, to pass away

f. ignorance

[dialect = itn4 ] this much
therefore, that's way
‘hardly’

[dialect = badsah ] m. king

m. palace
f. paradise
to sin

m. God

m. punishment
f.leg

to shine, to glisten, to flash

m, leather
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dol
saitbhal lena
phurtt se
rassi
ungli
hatheli
jild
ragarma
chilna
dnbna
mitha
mithas
lazzat
thamni
ok

j1 bhar-ke
gora
dhulvan
moti sa
patla
hont
martaba
dhar
tar-ba-tar
#phanda lagna

mannat

aulad
karbala-e mu'alld
imam

rauza

du'a mangna
sabir

#chote hazrat
dargah

jalal

barasna

ra'sa

tart hona

din jana

mu'jiza

vagi'a

pair

jakarna

hilna

hatna

ZAr-o qatar rona
xuddam

m. bucket

to take hold of, to grab
quickly '

f. rope

f. finger

f.palm

f. skin

to rub

to skin, to scrape

to sink

sweet

f. sweetness

f. pleasure, delight

to hold

f. hand cupped for drinking
to one's heart's content
white, fair

sloping

pearl-like

thin, fine .

m. lip

[= bar, dafa] time

f. stream

wet through

to be strangled...

f. vow

f{s]. children

Kerbela the Exalted

m. Imam [Husain]

m. tomb

to seek a boon

patient

the Younger Majesty [i.e. Husain's son??]
f. court, i.e. tomb

m. majesty, glory

to rain, to be shed

m. palsy, the shakes

to come upon on one unexpectedly

day to pass

m. miracle

m. happening, event

m. foot

to grab

to move

to get out of the way, to retreat
to weep bitterly

m. servant, guardian
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be-adabi f. rudeness, disrespect
[p-312]

sarkar - f. government, i.e. 'sanctuary’
manana to appease
pitna to beat the breast
zarih f. grave
sargosl f. whisper .
durust alright, normal
kamal hai ‘amazing!'

+ #jabahi lena to yawn
#gum mathan silent
jhiita false
xamosi f. silence
se faida uth@na to take advantage of
ho so ho come what may
god bharna to.have [child] in the lap, to be with child
tarkd m. dawn
ankh jhapaknd the eye to blink, to doze
Ser m, lion, tiger
harbarana to start up restlessly
§un'ad’ f. ray
phiitna to burst
cambeli ' f. jasmine
god f.lap
pur-jalal full of grandeur, grand
furat m. the river Euphrates [in Iraq]
ke sirhane at the head of
lipatna- to be wrapped, to be folded
dabdaba m. majesty, glory
tapakna to drip, to ooze
‘asura m. Ashura, the 10th Muharram i
nigih thaharna 'the eye to stop', to bear to look at
sac muc truly, actually
xira k. to dazzle, to blind
kothri f. room, closet
#lahriya m. waviness
lau dena to flame
dhaka chupa covered and hidden
gofa, m. corner
yjiyala bright
jagmagana to glitter, to shine
munavvar : bright
damakna to glow, to shine
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zau dena
© patang
katna

[p.313]

ruthna
kat

tai k.
nivar
dor
cutki
surang
fizd ~

paigambarl
taraqqi k.
nain
pare$anl
Avara-vatani
gaib hona
kana
khiindna
khunde hai
rahve hai
munder
“bandar
dantna
xuda tumhira bhala kare

[p.314]

Sahzadi
#sarka??
nek-baxt
nuqsan uthana
atvanti khatvanti lena
mansa

sina

gardan
pachtdna

gota lagana
phan

mas k.
mutabarrik
larkharana
ra'sa
caunkna

- to give off light

f. kite
10 be cut

to get angry

f. cut

to Cross, to fraverse
f. bed tape

f. string

f. pinch, grasp

f. tunnel

f. atmosphere

prophetic

to make progress, to go far
[colloquial = nahin ] no, not
f. trouble, distress

f. homelessness, wandering
to disappear

to cut [short]

to trample

[dial. = khindta hai ]

[dial. = rahta hai ]

m. roof wall

m. monkey

to scold, to tell off

'may God be good to you!'

f. princess

fortunate

to suffer injury

to take to one's bed, to sulk
f. desire

m. chest

f. neck

to be sorry

to dive

m. hood [of cobra]

to touch

blessed, auspicious, fortunate
to stumble, to stutter

m. shaking

to be startled, to start




tharthari
parosi
cirag jalana
majard

[p.315]

dhundhlana
dagmagana
tir

ho lena

a

nigah daurana

vusilq
girift
astin
jakarni
finghna
seha
kanta

jahan ke tahn

sun
gurrana
ke sahare
ojhal

* pasine kitali

po[n]chna
bigarna
lat
safnvarna
sahma
dah3at-zada
be-irdda
mor
ro$an-dan
maidan

se pare
daraxt

[p.316]

gaibl dunya
xabar-dar k.
jadu-garni
camkana

ama

f. trembling

m. neighbour

to light lamp

m. incident, occurrence

to grow misty
to roll, to sway
m. arrow ‘
to Tun away

to look around quickly
m. confidence

f. grip

f. sleeve

to tighten, to grasp

to doze

m. porcupine

m. thom, quill

on the same spot

numb, paralysed

to growl, to screech

with the support of, 'using’
hidden

f. line of sweat

to wipe

to be ruined, to be dishevelled
f. long hair, lock

to set in order, to rearrange
frightened

terror-stricken

involuntarily

m. corner, bend

m. ventilator [hole in wall letting light in]
m. plain

beyond

m. tree

f. the unseen world
to warn

f. sorceress, witch
to flash

ml. mirror




barhna
lajajat
andaz
sahard dend

ulajhna
ba-qa'ida
xarrdte lena
candni

undeind

gat gat pina
xasa
guman

hiin
ahat
thokna
sddagi
§amil -

muxitab k.

tasavvur
fiza-e yad
jhilmil k.
gala

cutki men pakarnd

vaqi ‘at

girift men &na

ralna milnd
abraq

gulal

zara
damak
cunna
tangna
farq k.

to go towards, t0 £0 Up 1O
f. entreaty, begging

m. way

to support, to help, Tift up’

to become entangled
regular

to snore

f. moonlight

f. foot of bed
f, gutter, drain
f. rainy season
m. outlet, exit
m. urine

to pour out

to gulp down

quite

m. suspicion, feeling

yeah?

f. sound of soft footsteps
to thump, to nudge

f. simplicity, innocence
included

to address

m. imagination

f. the expanse of memory
to sparkle, to twinkle

m. ball of cotton

to snatch hold of

mp. [Ar.p. of vagia] events
to be grasped

to be mingled

m. talc, mica

m. red powder [thrown at Holi]
m. atom, particle

f. shining, glitter

to pick out

to hang

to differentiate, to tell apart
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‘guniidagi
bojhal
nim-tartk
ajnabi

[p.319]

jhurihuri
1l
sutiin

cillana
giinjna

pec

bal khana
angan
mahtabi
‘aks
adh-kata
baola
jhilmildna
-hath barhina
ankh micna
cakkar

chiina
ke barabar

[p.320]

muqayyad
ba-dastur
xunki
dulal

asar
pur-asrar

f. drowsiness

loaded, heavy
half-dark, i.e. 'half-lit'
foreign

m. land, country

f. desolation

f. shaking, shivering
m. outer hall, verandah
m. pillar

to shout, to scream
to echo, to resound
f. twist

to twist, to turn
m. courtyard

f. a kind of firework
m. reflection
half-cut

m. madman

to sparkle

fo reach out

to close the eyes
m. circle, spiral

to touch
right next to

imprisoned

as usual, as before
f. chilliness, cold
f. quilt

m. trace
mysterious




