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BC1127 and 1129

Handout #3


Infant Reflexes Worksheet

Fill in the missing information:

1. The  ___________ reflex, turning the head and opening the mouth, occurs when the side of a newborn’s cheek is stimulated.

2. The ____________ reflex occurs whenever an object, like a nipple or a finger, is placed in the newborn’s mouth.

3. Liquids in the mouth lead automatically to the _______________ reflex.

4. A precursor to walking is the ____________ reflex.

5. Stimulating the sole of the newborn’s foot causes the toes to fan out and curl – the _________ reflex.

6. The ______________ reflex can be strong enough to support the infant’s weight.

7. When startled or dropped, the newborn may throw the arms outward and then inward.  This is known as the _______________ reflex.

8. The sense of _________________ is one of the least developed at birth, although one-month –old Lily is able to distinguish between sweet and sour.

Thought question:

Human babies are born in a less developed state compared to the infants of our closest evolutionary relatives, the apes. Do you think the more helpless state of human infants has any adaptive advantages for our uniquely human way of life?

