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Research on infant understanding of object permanence

Baillargen’s work

Habituation Assumption:  After habituation to a visual stimulus, infants will look longer at a novel stimulus than a similar stimuli

Phase 1 – Habituation

· Infants are habituated to 180 degree screen rotation (no block)

Phase 2 – Testing

· Infants are tested with the block present – 2 conditions

· 120 degree rotation (possible event – screen stops at the block)

· 180 degree rotation (impossible event – screen keeps going right through where the block should be)

Predictions for Baillargen’s studies

If young infants DO NOT have object permanence

· Assumption - 120 degree rotation will be more novel to infants than 180 degree rotation (in test with block)

· Prediction - Infants will look longer at 120 degree rotation

Assumption 2 – If young infants HAVE object permanence

· Assumption - Impossible event (180 degree rotation) will be more novel (surprising) than possible event (120 degree rotation)

· Prediction – Infants will look longer at 180 degree rotation.

Cashon and Cohen’s Study

4 conditions:

1.

2.

3.

4.

What is Cashon and Cohen’s criticism of Baillargen: 

What is their prediction: 

What are their results:

Explain the discrepancy between Baillargen and Cohen and Cashon’s results

Explain the discrepancy between Piaget and Cohen and Cashon’s results

