Inca Garcilaso de la Vega, Royal Commentaries of the Incas
Discussion questions
1. Critic Margarita Zamora, in her Language, Authority and Indigenous History in the Comentarios Reales, argues that the author’s  “interpretation of Inca civilization strives to demonstrate that the New World and Christian histories complement each other” (7).  Do you agree with this statement?  Do the Incas and the Spaniards have analogous roles in the march of all peoples toward salvation?  Explain and provide textual evidence.

2. Zamora also states that “the text employs indigenous materials in a manner which strives to be faithful to the native tradition by representing it in ways that are rigorously consistent with sisteenth century norms for the representation of truth and at the same time to render that material intelligible and acceptable to its intended audience” (9).  Do you agree that the author tries to be “faithful”?  Does he vindicate Inca culture?  What are some of the norms for the representation of truth that Zamora refers to?

3. Discuss Garcilaso’s use of historical sources.

4. Explain how he understands the concept of “authenticity”.

5. Can this work be read as a contribution to the debate on the nature of the Indian?  How so?  Who does Garcilaso side with?

