Gertrudis Gómez de Avellaneda, Sab  (1841)

Discussion questions
1. In her seminal Foundational Fictions.  The National Romances of Latin America critic Doris Summer examines the literature of “national amalgamation” in 19th-century Latin America.  According to Summer, if nations were to survive and prosper in post-independence Latin America, they had to mitigate racial and regional antagonisms and to coordinate the most diverse national sectors through mutual consent and racial hybridisation rather than coercion.  For instance, 19th-century fictional heroes developed lateral (quasi egalitarian) relationships, instead of vertical (hierarchical), with other characters and cross racial barriers.  Do you think Gómez de Avellaneda’s hero, Sab, establishes lateral relationships with other characters?  How?

2. Is Sab the agent and authority of the story or the victim of inequality? 

3. How is race depicted in the novel?  Can we talk about racial “indefiniteness”? Analyse Sab’s physical description in chapter 1.

4. Do you think the novel presents a relaxation of the binary system of gender roles?  Compare Teresa’s and Carlotta’s characterizations as well as Sab’s and Enrique’s.

5. Does the novel present the crisis of the patriarchal order?

