Domingo Faustino Sarmiento, Life in the Argentine Republic in the Time of the Tyrants or Civilization and Barbarism (1868)

Discussion questions
1.  What forces does Sarmiento see as the forces of 'Barbarism?'  What factors does he see as the forces of 'Civilization?'  How does Sarmiento present Spanish rule in colonial times? The gaucho?  The Indian?  The North American?   What does he think about race?  What does he see as the solution to Argentina's problems?
2. Compare Bolívar’s and Sarmiento’s views on:
a. the state of infancy of the American population

b. Spain

c. Europe

d. unity

3. Discuss Sarmiento’s use of the mother figure metaphor vis-à-vis images of the feminine such as La Malinche and the Virgin of Guadalupe.

4. Sarmiento was considered a precursor of Positivism, which was to be the dominant intellectual influence in the 1880s and 1890s in Latin America.  Research the main characteristics of Positivism and explain how Sarmiento’s essay incorporates them.  

5. Define the opposition civilization/barbarism and its function in Sarmiento’s argument.

