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Unit Plan:  Was the Renaissance truly a Renaissance? Compare and Contrast with the Dark Ages.



	Objective:  To get a understanding of the Renaissance by allowing different groups within the class to focus on one particular aspect of the Renaissance Period. The students’ goal is to determine whether the Renaissance period was a unique period of cultural change and if so, did this change usher in the modern period from Reconstruction. 



Background: Students will receive lecture on cities, art & architecture, and how these areas of culture created change. The central issue the students will focus on  is a comparison/contrast with the Harlem Renaissance.  Was the Harlem Renaissance a watershed period or just a continuation a natural progression (the emergi? To answer this question the students will focus on one of the aforementioned areas of culture. The goal of this section will have the students focus on one of these sections within groups, and research their section using the library and Internet as reference tools. Each group will give a presentation on the information they found in front of the class during the following week. To assist students, web sites have been provided to them, as well as a selected bibliography. Each group member will contribute a paper. These collective papers will be combined  into one document that will be loaded on the Internet as a web page. Each group will elect a representative who will work closely with the instructor to use their groups’ information. To be included in their web page the students will collect images from the Internet to be used on their particular section of the web page. Students will write down web locations and images that they wish to be used for their page.  A form will be provided to the students to assist with the recording of their URL’s.



Goals of this unit:

( Student works cooperatively as a member of a group.

(Student compares, contrasts and makes connections within and among several texts and sources

(Student investigates and conducts research.

(Student understands and uses the steps of the writing process.

(Student takes authors a document to be seen by many

(This unit is taught as a springboard for developing and improving upon students' research, writing, and speaking skills.

(Formulate questions, gather information, and organize ideas.



�

Day 1:  Grabber. By using pre-selected sites of the Internet, to give visual representation the students will get an idea of what a web page looks like by viewing pages from other Renaissance sites. The students will log on and use search engines to make sure they are comfortable using the Internet. Instructor presents selections from the videos “Visions in Video, Volume 11 (1250-1500) & Europe: State and Power, Volume 17 (1453-1700). Instructor gives the students some recollection of the Medieval Renaissance to “guide” them into coming up with their own ideas. Information regarding the Middle Ages is assumed. Following the film, a short lecture will be conducted to re-emphasize the points of the Medieval Renaissance learned from the previous unit. Ask the students what they learned from the film.





Show and discuss a timeline created to show major events that occurred between the Dark Ages and The Renaissance. 



Using the film as a reference, create a blackboard list of major elements of the Renaissance shown in the film.



Discuss the following elements of Medieval Renaissance:



	( Large scale trade and growth

	( Exercise of the power of the papacy & monasticism, Crusades, heresy

	( Growth of urban life, merchant classes

	( Scholasticism and the rise of the university

	( Art & Architecture (Gothic and Romanesque)

	( Cultural changes (rise of Feudalism from agrarian lifestyle)

	( Religion and Mysticism and Apostolic purity (Aquinas, Scholasticism, etc.)



Query the students on whether the Italian Renaissance at first glance appears to be a continuation of the Medieval Renaissance or something more unique? By asking them this question prematurely (before research) the students will begin to ask themselves the questions necessary for their research.



Students will consider these questions:



1. Did the Middle Ages represent a period of decay?

2. Did change stop during the Middle Ages

3. How did the Medieval Renaissance compare to the changes during the period of Charlemagne



	Assignment:  Read textbook to get an overview of the Renaissance Period
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	Day 2: Cities



		The focus of this section is to show the rise of city-states. On  this day, I want show the interaction and the excitement of rapid change in different cities. The primary focus will be on Venice and Florence. Maps are used to give the students an idea of the locations we will be discussing. 



		Grabber:  A home movie is shown highlighting some of the historical landmarks of Florence (Duomo, Uffizi, Palazzo Pubblico, etc.) This demonstration gives the students some landmarks that they will recognize for their class project. 



Lecture:  Emphasis is put on the creation of wealth in these cities. Growth of wealth

generated cooperation between the merchants and bankers to beautify cities. 



Discussion:

includes the friction between men of the guilds and the merchant classes. 



	Lecture Points:	

		( Florence, Milan, Venice, Ferrara	

		( Merchants, accounting, debt

		( Emergence of upper class individuals, Medici’s etc.			

		( Population growth following Black Plague

		( Advancing Technology in shipbuilding spurs Trade		

		( The connection between church and state

		( Growth of individual rights of citizens

		( Why did some cities develop where other did not?

		( What made a great city versus and average city?

		( Who were some of the great "patrons" of cities?
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		Day 3:  Art & Science

		Lecture Points: In this section the lecture is given in connection with the Internet exclusively. The instructor uses pre-determined sites to illustrate Renaissance art. The lecture topics include:

	

		( Michelangelo (sculpture)

		( Donatello, Botticelli, Raphael (proportion, 3-D, patronage)

		( Humanism (classical studies)

		( Macciavelli, Guicciardini (History)

		( Patronage of wealthy merchants (Medici’s etc.)

		( Da Vinci’s sketches (Science)

		( Galileo (Science and Astronomy)

		



Assigment:  Students are given URL’s or they can use their own to answer (2) of the questions listed below



		What was the relationship between the classical world and the Renaissance?

	What were some of the scientific accomplishments

		Who were involved in these discoveries?

		How did a sense of curiosity create a sense of the future?

		How did people learn from the past to create a foundation for the future?

		Who were the great artists?

		What were their significant accomplishments?

		What did the common people do for entertainment?

		What was the purpose of these great works?

		Why did art and music flourish?

		What was the relationship between the classical world and the Renaissance?

		What were some of the scientific accomplishments

		Who were involved in these discoveries?

		How did a sense of curiosity create a sense of the future?

		How did people learn from the past to create a foundation for the future?	
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	Day 4 & 5:  Research & Writing

	Students have been broken up into groups of 5-6. One group for each lecture topic.

Using the library, they have gathered information on the Renaissance with regard to their assigned focus. Within each group the students gather their research together and choose events, people, inventions, artists, etc.  to "zero-in" on.



Students will generate papers by typing up their findings into separate documents that are 1-2 pages in length. Each student will search the Internet for icons, photographs and artwork that represent their focus. These pieces will be downloaded and incorporated into the students' web Renaissance web page. Students will give presentations of their group work (during the following week). The students will then combine theirwork together (two pages for each group). The student will edit their own papers and decide what to leave in or take out The students will edit their papers together and include URL’s in their bibliographies with icons representative of their pages. Student pages are loaded onto their school's website for viewing and critiquing The project will also be followed with each group presenting their answer to the main unit with a justification.			
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Note:  The class that I am designing this for does not currently exist. However, I hope to use this framework one day. Also, this paper is laid out to represent items required for Hypermedia project, but also provides some context in which this project would be used in an actual classroom setting.



Target Audience:  The class is directed at a junior high level history class. The class contains twenty people (4 groups of 5)



Stipulation:  The students have already students have already studied the Medieval Period are familiar with Navigating the Internet



Objective: To get a understanding of the Renaissance Period by allowing different groups within the class to focus on one particular aspect of the Renaissance. The students’ goal is to determine whether the Renaissance period was a unique period of cultural change and if so, did this change usher in the modern period from the Dark Ages. The culminating project for the students will be to develop a Web page for their assigned section (art, architecture, inventions, etc). 



The students will receive lecture on cities, art, architecture, and science and how these areas of culture created change. The central issue the students will focus on is a comparison/contrast with the Medieval Renaissance of the 12th century. To answer this question the students will focus on one of the aforementioned areas of culture. Within groups students will research using the Internet as reference tools. Each group will give a presentation using or a tool to generate their pages. To assist the students and remove the possibility of finding inappropriate sites web sites for their respective groups will be provided. However, the students will be able to conduct actual research using search engines and databases under supervision.



Students will generate papers by typing up their finding into separate documents that are 1-2 pages in length. Each student will search the Internet for icons, photographs, artwork, as well as using books from the library for scanning. These pieces will be downloaded and incorporated into the students’ Web Renaissance Web page. Students will give presentations of their group work . The students will combine their work together (2 pages) per students and edit their papers on what to leave in or take out. The students will edit their papers together and include the URL’s in their bibliographies with icons representative of their pages. Student pages are loaded onto the school’s web-site for view and critiquing. The project will also followed with each group presenting their answer the question of the unit: “Did the Italian Renaissance usher in the Modern Period?”
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Motivation and Evaluation:

I believe that the variety of tasks (written, presentation skills, research, and technical) allows each student to an opportunity to shine individually.



Evaluation of each students work will be based (in different ratios) on presentation, content, as well as quiz on each others content. Each student within a group will provide (2) question representative of their section that will be used to create a online “web quiz.” Therefore, the web pages created will include the project as well as a study-guide for the quiz.



Educational Goals of this unit:

( Student works cooperatively as member a group

( Student compares, contrasts and makes connections within and among several sources

( Student investigates and conducts research

( Student understands and uses the steps of the writing process

( Students takes pride-in-authorship of a document to be seen by many

( Student formulates questions, gathering information, and organizing ideas.



Educational theories that underline this section are:  the use of auditory, tactile, visual and sequenced styles of learning (Dunn); the use of intellectual humility and intellectual thinking (Paul); cooperative learning (Kagan); and the use of varying intelligences (Gardner).�

A rubric for the web-pages will also used:  



�PRIVATE��Level 1 �Level 3 �Level 5 ��Writing/Spelling/Grammar ����Uses misspelled words; grammar inappropriate for age level expectation; writing unclear �Some misspelled words and grammatical errors; "voice" is unclear �No spelling or grammatical errors; writing is clear and concise; "voice" is appropriate and consistent for age/grade ��Content ����No theme evident; purpose of page is unclear; links unrelated to each other or to page content; content is inappropriate for age level; no original material used �Theme is evident but unclear; some original material may be present �Theme is clear; purpose of page is clear; links relate to theme or interest areas; original content or research is present ��Navigation ����Links do not work; navigation is inconsistent; return links not present �Most links work; return links not always provided; navigation is somewhat inconsistent or confusing �All links work; navigation is consistent and easily understood; return links are present and consistent ��Layout ����Uses paragraph and horizontal rule formatting only; format is inconsistent and confusing; backgrounds, if used, conflict with text �Uses more than paragraphs and lines for formatting; headers used to break up sections; some attention has been given to consistency; backgrounds work with text but contribute little to overall page effect �Uses a wide variety of formatting options; tables, lists, or frames are used to vary layout; pictures are aligned left and right; white space is used effectively ��Graphics ����Graphics are not related to page content; copyrighted graphics are used; no original graphics present; graphics are too large; too many graphics �Graphics show some relation to page content; may use some original graphics; graphics show some evidence of editing �Graphics enhance page content; a variety of graphic editing techniques are evident; original graphics are used; graphics are used as links ��

�



Instructor’s Web Site - This section represents the layout for the Hypermedia class



By using a pre-built web page as an instructional/presentation tool, students get a visual representation of a good Renaissance Web page. The instructors’ web site provide the architecture for the students. However, it is up to the students to provide the contents. For the purposes of the demonstration, a portion of what is expected from the students will be included in the prototype. The instructors web site is broken into the foci of the students groups (art, architecture, inventions, cities) down the left-side of the page. On the top of the page are the cities represented (Rome, Milan, Venice, Florence). When the instructor or student touches the city, the content section as well as the art, architecture, inventions, cities buttons are modified as well. The goal of the students is to provide more content for the site.





..http://www.columbia.edu/~gordie/last.html
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