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Tools for Designing Policy.
Public goods provision, voting, networks, tournaments and clubs.

The course has two objectives. The first is to expose students who plan to work in
macroeconomics to ideas and tools that they may not encounter otherwise, but that can be quite
useful in thinking about macroeconomic policy problems. The second, related goal is to show
how these concepts can be borrowed from abstract theory and translated into plausible policy
suggestions. Thus each section of the reading list includes both more abstract and more applied
papers and provides a set of references for anyone interested in learning more. The class will
concentrate on the first three topics. We will discuss together which of the references will be
covered in detail.
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