The Sanskrit Aorist

Panini designates endings of the aorist with the abstract suffix IUN, which apply in non-
remote past time (as opposed to the imperfect, laN, which applies only to the more remote
past, and the perfect liT, which applies only to the non-witnessed past).! Thus JEHEH-

WF?H G WW'I?{EFL ‘I slept a pleasant [sleep], I wasn’t aware of anything’ (Vedantasara);

H HAR: ‘[Today] my desire has become that of which the sweet
result is fulfilled’ (Abhijfianasakuntala). In Classical Sanskrit, however, the aorist can be
a general past tense marker (i.e., it can apply to both the remote and non-remote past):

cf. the common forms ¥T¥d_ ‘there was’ (root aorist), aﬁ'l_faﬂ ‘he said’ (is-aorist), etc.

In Paninian Sanskrit the aorist takes an ‘augment’ before the verbal root.2 Augmentless
forms occur often in Vedic (as ‘injunctives’, best thought of as tenseless verbs); in Classical
Sanskrit augmentless forms are limited to ‘prohibitives’ such as HI ¥{d ‘may it not happen’.

Before the aorist endings but after the verbal root, Panini adds an aorist stem-forming
suffix (vikarana). The ‘abstract’ aorist stem-forming suffix is Cli, which is replaced under
specific conditions by other stem-forming suffixes, which are responsible for the form of
the various aorist stems.>

The root aorist

Panini actually teaches the root aorist as special a form of the s-aorist (see below) in which
the characteristic s has been deleted after certain roots.* This is because the root aorist
shares with the s-aorist the 3pl. parasmaipada ending -us and the characteristic vrddhi of
the root vowel in the parasmaipada.®

Whitney (8834) adduces atmanepada forms of the root aorist are adduced and criti-
cizes Panini for only teaching the root aorist as parasmaipada. As noted above, Panini
does not teach the root aorist as such at all, and the Astadhyayi does in fact account for
the derivation of the forms that Whitney classifies as atmanepada root aorists. (Panini
explicitly blocks guna in the s-aorist of certain roots, which in turn triggers the deletion
of the s in the relevant forms.® licenses several more root aorist forms in Vedic.) The root
aorist is therefore formed by secondary endings (3pl. -us) added onto the augmented root
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with vrddhi in the parasmaipada, and onto the augmented root without guna or vrddhi in
the atmanepada. Examples from Vstha ‘stand’ and Vkr ‘do’:
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The sigmatic aorists

This term encompasses several types of stem with different formal properties. First to
be mentioned here are those stems formed with the suffix siC. When the root to which
siC is added is aniT, i.e., when no i intervenes between the root and the aorist ending,
a paradigm results that is often called the s-aorist. But when the root to which siC is
added is seT, i.e., when i intervenes between the root and the aorist ending, the is-aorist
paradigm results (discussed below).

The endings are the same as those of the root aorist, and—importantly—an i appears
between the stem-forming suffix and the verbal ending when the latter consists of a sin-
gle consonant.” Like the root aorist, the root takes vrddhi in the parasmaipada. In the
atmanepada, things are more complicated. Roots ending in a consonant generally lack
guna (see Vbudh below), but roots ending a vowel generally have it (see Vji).

As noted above, Panini deletes the s of this form in certain roots in order to derive the
root aorist. But s is also deleted before endings beginning with dh, and—more generally—
s is deleted in between any two consonants (excluding nasals or semivowels) in Sanskrit.
This might sometimes cause confusion with the root aorist. Examples of the s-aorist
are: Vji ‘conquer’, Vvah ‘convey’, and Vvas ‘live’ (parasmaipada) and vbudh ‘be aware’
(atmanepada):
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the diacritic K’; 8%lgxld, | € | R | R@ |l ‘[there is deletion of s] after a short base [and before an ending
begmmng with a stop consonant]’ Ved1c forms like 311*h and 3T*hd are made possible by the aforementioned
WWWE IR1 %1 coll.
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R | R& Il ‘[there is deletion of s] after a root ending in a stop consonant and before an ending beginning
with a stop consonant’.
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The is-aorist is just an s-aorist to seT roots (i.e., those roots which take the augment
i before endings).’ The root is always guna in the atmanepada, but some roots take guna

and others take vrddhi in the parasmaipada.’® Examples include 1sg. aﬁTﬁW, 3sg.
Q:R?ﬂzﬁ?[ (parasmaipada), 1sg. Wﬁ&l, 3sg. AR (atmanepada), and Vpii ‘purify’:
TG, TG,
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Note that 8th-class verbs in these paradigms can lose their final nasal and take aniT
o
endings: e.g., 3dd or 3TdI€E ‘he stretched’.!!

The sis-aorist is exclusively parasmaipada. It is formed when both iT (i.e., i) appears
before the aorist stem-forming suffix and sAK (i.e., s) appears after the verbal root (e.g.,
a-yam-sAK-iT-siC- > ayamsis-). It is only made to Vram, Vyam, Vvnam, and some roots
ending in -a@.!? It is essentially a doubly-characterized is-aorist. Examples from Vyam
‘control’:
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and therefore never in a (real) consonant. Vrddhi in the parasmalpada is the rule by M ‘q’lﬁ QUHIQY |

@ | R 1 2 I but guna is taught in E?JTVI&TUTWI‘IFUTW | 9 1R 1%l ‘[no vrddhi] for roots that end
in h, m, or y, Vksan, Vsvas, Vjagr, those ending in Ni, and Vsvi, and those with the marker eT".
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Some historical background: the s-aorist is an Indo-European formation. In aniT roots, there
was originally no i inserted between the s and the ending; thus, in the Rgveda, no forms like 31d(-

are found. Instead, we get (e.g.) STHI < a-bhar-s-t, alh < a-dras-s-t, Akl < a-krand-s-
t. In seT roots, however, the i—which is the reflex of a Proto-Indo-European laryngeal—appeared
throughout the paradigm of s-aorists, and before consonantal endings of root aorists. Thus the
aorist of Vgrah was originally a root aorist, as shown by 1sg. STMH_ (< *He-g"reb"-H-m), 3pl. 31-
YR (< *He-g'rb"-ro). But because of the analogy between the 3sg. M. (< *He-ghreb"-H-t)
and is-aorists such as \?rquiﬁ?[ , the entire paradigm shifted to the is-aorist around the time of the
Atharvaveda (hence 1sg. W, 3pl. W'l%g Later, the ending OQZ, °éﬂ of the is-aorist and
erstwhile root-aorist to seT roots was carried over to the s-aorist as well.).

The sa-aorist is formed with the suffix Ksa to verbal roots of specific phonological
shapes (i.e., those ending in &, s, s, or h, with the vowels i, u, or r preceding, so long as
the affix iT is not present).!® This is a ‘thematic’ conjugation, because the thematic vowel
a intervenes between the aorist suffix (s) and the endings of the verb. In certain cases,

however, the entire suffix (sa) is deleted.'* From the verb vVguh ‘hide’ (also showing the
operation of Grassmann’s Law):
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The a-aorist

Formed with the stem-forming suffix aN, this is sometimes called a thematic aorist (be-
cause a ‘thematic vowel’ intervenes between the root and the ending). The root does not
undergo guna or vrddhi, except Vdrs and roots ending in -r or -7.}°> Penultimate nasals are
also dropped in a stem—a difference between the thematic aorist and the imperfect of

o o
thematic stems (contrast SHAd_ ‘he sprinkled’, imperfect, with 3HEd_ ‘he sprinkled’,
aorist).

13315 mqmaﬁz: FE: 1 31 2 1 ¥4 |l Note that vdrs takes the aorist stem-forming suffix aN, as explicitly
specified in 7.4.14.

L4yl géiz‘gél?ﬁé{;éll-lld-l:lq?i qrra | 91 %1 9% Il ‘There can be complete deletion [of Ksa] when it
precedes an atmanepada ending of the roots Vduh, Vdih, Vlih, and Vguh that begins with a dental consonant’.
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The reduplicated aorist

There are two types of reduplicated aorists in Sanskrit. The first is taught by Panini as a
subtype of the a-aorist: in certain roots, a kind of infixation occurs before the aorist stem-
forming suffix aN which can be analyzed as reduplication (i.e., pa-pt- from Vpat, and voc
= ya-vc- from Vvac), although Panini himself does not call these forms reduplicated.!®
This type is also Proto-Indo-European: cf. Greek e{mov and Sanskrit avocam both < *He-
we-wk"-om:
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The second type of reduplicated aorist, which is formed by the suffix CaN, is also
thematic, but it follows the rules of reduplication taught for the desiderative (i.e., lengthen
the reduplicating vowel if it would otherwise constitute a light syllable).!” This is the
aorist formation that corresponds to the causative, and tenth-class verbs as well as Vsri,
Vdru, and Vsru obligatorily take this form. The example is Vsri ‘cling to’ and Vkr ‘do’ (in

o
this case, the aorist corresponding to shI{Hld meaning ‘cause to do’).
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ogqa: gH | v | ¥ | 2R |l “after Vpat, p is inserted after the root vowel’; TAIH | @ | ¥ | Re |l “after Vvac,
u [is inserted] after the root vowel’.
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The impersonal aorist

The stem-forming suffix CiN produces a stem which (1) generally has guna of the root;
(2) takes no personal endings; and (3) is used either reflexively, passively, or to express
a state (in a small number of roots, such as Vbudh, this form can stand in for the regular
3sg.).!® The qualifier ‘generally’ is necessary because suffixes marked with N in Panini
trigger guna of the root generally, but vrddhi when the root ends in a vowel.!?
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Examples: 315l ‘is born’, 3Tkl ‘is made’, &I ‘is carried’, 3THMH ‘is set out’.

18379: HHHAR | 3 | ¢ | &R |l ‘[the suffix CiN replaces Cli in the third person singular] after a root
o LN
ending in a vowel, in the sense of an agent which is also the object’; THUHIIRHU: | 3 | ¢ | && |l ‘the

suffix CiN [replaces Cli in the third person singular] in the sense of a state or the object’; Tt Sh1&1¢%
| 0% |l ‘after the suffix CiN, there is deletion [of the verbal endings]’
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