
The Sanskrit Aorist
Pāṇini designates endings of the aorist with the abstract suffix lUṄ, which apply in non-

remote past time (as opposed to the imperfect, laṄ, which applies only to the more remote
past, and the perfect, liṬ, which applies only to the non-witnessed past).1 Thus सखुमहम-
ां न िकिदविेदषम ् ‘I slept a pleasant [sleep], I wasn’t aware of anything’ (Vedāntasāra);
अभूपंािदताफलो मे मनोरथः ‘[Today] my desire has become that of which the sweet
result is fulfilled’ (Abhijñānaśakuntala). In Classical Sanskrit, however, the aorist can be
a general past tense marker (i.e., it can apply to both the remote and non-remote past):
cf. the common forms अभतू ् ‘there was’ (root aorist), अवादीत ् ‘he said’ (iṣ-aorist), etc.
In Pāṇinian Sanskrit the aorist takes an ‘augment’ before the verbal root.2 Augmentless

forms occur often in Vedic (as ‘injunctives’, best thought of as tenseless verbs); in Classical
Sanskrit augmentless forms are limited to ‘prohibitives’ such asमा भतू ् ‘may it not happen’.
Before the aorist endings but after the verbal root, Pāṇini adds an aorist stem-forming

suffix (vikaraṇa). The ‘abstract’ aorist stem-forming suffix is Cli, which is replaced under
specific conditions by other stem-forming suffixes, which are responsible for the form of
the various aorist stems.3

The root aorist
Pāṇini actually teaches the root aorist as special a form of the s-aorist (see below) in which
the characteristic s has been deleted after certain roots.4 This is because the root aorist
shares with the s-aorist the 3pl. parasmaipada ending -us and the characteristic vṛddhi of
the root vowel in the parasmaipada.5
Whitney (§834) adduces ātmanepada forms of the root aorist are adduced and criti-

cizes Pāṇini for only teaching the root aorist as parasmaipada. As noted above, Pāṇini
does not teach the root aorist as such at all, and the Aṣṭādhyāyī does in fact account for
the derivation of the forms that Whitney classifies as ātmanepada root aorists. (Pāṇini
explicitly blocks guṇa in the s-aorist of certain roots, which in turn triggers the deletion
of the s in the relevant forms.6 licenses several more root aorist forms in Vedic.) The root
aorist is therefore formed by secondary endings (3pl. -us) added onto the augmented root
1भतेू । ३ । २ । ८४ ॥ ‘in reference to the past’; ङ् । ३ । २ । ११० ॥ ‘the suffix lUṄ’; अनतन े लङ् । ३

। २ । १११ ॥ ‘with reference to remote time, the suffix laṄ’; परो े िलट ् । ३ । २ । ११५ ॥ ‘with reference to
non-witnessed [remote time], the suffix liṬ’.
2ललृडुदाः । ६ । ४ । ७१ ॥
3िल िङ । ३ । १ । ४३ ॥ ‘Cli is added before the verbal suffix lUṄ’.
4गािताघपुाभूः िसचः परपैदेष ु । २ । ४ । ७७ ॥ ‘[There is deletion] of siC before parasmaipada endings

after the roots √gā, √sthā, √dā, √dhā, √pā, and √bhū’; िवभाषा ाधेाासः । २ । ४ । ७८ ॥ ‘optionally after
√dhrā, √dhe, √śā, √chā, √sā’; मे घसरनशवदृहाृकृगिमजिनो लेः । २ । ४ । ८० ॥ licenses several more
root aorist forms in Vedic.
5िसिविद । ३ । ४ । १०९ ॥ ‘[The ending Jus is substituted for the ending JHI] after an s-aorist

stem, after the imperfect of reduplicated verbs, and after the root √vid’; िसिच विृः परसमपैदेष ु । ७ । २ । १ ॥
‘there is vṛddhi of a root before the suffix siC and before parasmaipada endings’.
6िलिचावानपेदेष ु । १ । २ । ११ ॥ ‘The endings of the precative and s-aorist, when ātmanepada, have
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with vṛddhi in the parasmaipada, and onto the augmented root without guṇa or vṛddhi in
the ātmanepada. Examples from √sthā ‘stand’ and √kṛ ‘do’:

३ अाम ् अाव अाम
२ अाः अातम ् अात
१ अात ् अाताम ् अःु

३ अि — —
२ अकृथाः — —
१ अकृत अाताम ् अत

The sigmatic aorists
This term encompasses several types of stem with different formal properties. First to
be mentioned here are those stems formed with the suffix siC. When the root to which
siC is added is aniṬ, i.e., when no i intervenes between the root and the aorist ending,
a paradigm results that is often called the s-aorist. But when the root to which siC is
added is seṬ, i.e., when i intervenes between the root and the aorist ending, the iṣ-aorist
paradigm results (discussed below).
The endings are the same as those of the root aorist, and—importantly—an ī appears

between the stem-forming suffix and the verbal ending when the latter consists of a sin-
gle consonant.7 Like the root aorist, the root takes vṛddhi in the parasmaipada. In the
ātmanepada, things are more complicated. Roots ending in a consonant generally lack
guṇa (see √budh below), but roots ending a vowel generally have it (see √ji).
As noted above, Pāṇini deletes the s of this form in certain roots in order to derive the

root aorist. But s is also deleted before endings beginning with dh, and—more generally—
s is deleted in between any two consonants (excluding nasals or semivowels) in Sanskrit.8
This might sometimes cause confusion with the root aorist. Examples of the s-aorist
are: √ji ‘conquer’, √vah ‘convey’, and √vas ‘live’ (parasmaipada) and √budh ‘be aware’
(ātmanepada):

परपैदम ् आनपेदम ्
३ अजषैम ् अजै अजै जिेष जेिह जेिह
२ अजषैीः अजैम ् अजै जेाः जषेाथाम ् जेम ्
१ अजषैीत ् अजैाम ् अजषैःु जे जषेाताम ् जषेत

the diacritic K’; ादात ् । ८ । २ । २७ ॥ ‘[there is deletion of s] after a short base [and before an ending
beginning with a stop consonant]’. Vedic forms likeअि andअत are made possible by the aforementioned
मे घसरनशवदृहाृकृगिमजिनो लेः । २ । ४ । ८० ॥.
7गािताघपुाभूः िसचः परपैदेष ु । २ । ४ । ७७ ॥, अििसचो ऽपेृ । ७ । ३ । ९६ ॥
8िध च । ८ । २ । २५ ॥ ‘[there is deletion of s] also before an ending beginning with dh’; झलो झिल । ८ ।

२ । २६ ॥ ‘[there is deletion of s] after a root ending in a stop consonant and before an ending beginning
with a stop consonant’.
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परपैदम ् आनपेदम ्
३ अवाम ् अवा अवा अवि अविह अविह
२ अवाीः अवोढम ् अवोढ अवोढाः अवाथाम ् अवोम ्
१ अवाीत ् अवोढाम ् अवाःु अवोढ अवाताम ् अवत

३ अवाम ् अवा अवा
२ अवाीः अवाम ् अवा
१ अवाीत ् अवााम ् अवाःु

३ अभिु अभुिह अभुिह
२ अबुाः अभुाथाम ् अभुम ्
१ अबु अभुाताम ् अभुत

The iṣ-aorist is just an s-aorist to seṬ roots (i.e., those roots which take the augment
i before endings).9 The root is always guṇa in the ātmanepada, but some roots take guṇa
and others take vṛddhi in the parasmaipada.10 Examples include 1sg. अािवषम ्, 3sg.
अावीत ् (parasmaipada), 1sg. अिरिष, 3sg. अिर (ātmanepada), and √pū ‘purify’:

परपैदम ् आनपेदम ्
३ अपािवषम ् अपािव अपािव अपिविष अपिविह अपिविह
२ अपावीः अपािवम ् अपािव अपिवाः अपिवषाथाम ् अपिवम ्
१ अपावीत ् अपािवाम ् अपािवषःु अपिव अपिवषाताम ् अपिवषत

Note that 8th-class verbs in these paradigms can lose their final nasal and take aniṬ
endings: e.g., अतत or अतिन ‘he stretched’.11
The siṣ-aorist is exclusively parasmaipada. It is formed when both iṬ (i.e., i) appears

before the aorist stem-forming suffix and sAK (i.e., s) appears after the verbal root (e.g.,
a-yam-sAK-iṬ-siC- > ayaṃsiṣ-). It is only made to √ram, √yam, √nam, and some roots
ending in -ā.12 It is essentially a doubly-characterized is-aorist. Examples from √yam
‘control’:
9आधधातकुेलादेः । ७ । २ । ३५ ॥ ‘The augment i appears before an ārdhadhātuka suffix that begins

with a consonant besides y’.
10Guṇa in the ātmanepada results from the fact that, in seṬ roots, the base to which siC always ends in iṬ
and therefore never in a (real) consonant. Vṛddhi in the parasmaipada is the rule by िसिच विृः परपैदेष ु ।
७ । २ । १ ॥ but guṇa is taught inणसजागिृणिेददाम । ७ । २ । ५ ॥ ‘[no vṛddhi] for roots that end
in h, m, or y, √kṣaṇ, √śvas, √jāgṛ, those ending in Ṇi, and √śvi, and those with the marker eT’.
11अनदुाोपदेशवनिततनोादीनामननुािसकलोपो झिल िङित । ६ । ४ । ३७ ॥
12यमरमनमातां सक ् च । ७ । २ । ७३ ॥
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३ अयिंसषम ् अयिंस अयिंस
२ अयसंीः अयिंसम अयिंस
१ अयसंीत ् अयिंसाम ् अयिंसषःु

Some historical background: the s-aorist is an Indo-European formation. In aniṬ roots, there
was originally no ī inserted between the s and the ending; thus, in the Ṛgveda, no forms like अवा-
ीत ् are found. Instead, we get (e.g.) अभार ्< a-bhār-s-t,अाक ्< a-drāś-s-t,अान ्< a-krānd-s-
t. In seṬ roots, however, the i—which is the reflex of a Proto-Indo-European laryngeal—appeared
throughout the paradigm of s-aorists, and before consonantal endings of root aorists. Thus the
aorist of √grah was originally a root aorist, as shown by 1sg. अभम ् (< *He-ghrebh-H-m), 3pl. अ-
गृन ् (< *He-ghr̥bh-ro). But because of the analogy between the 3sg. अभीत ् (< *He-ghrebh-H-t)
and iṣ-aorists such as अपावीत ्, the entire paradigm shifted to the iṣ-aorist around the time of the
Atharvaveda (hence 1sg. अिहषम ्, 3pl. अिहषःु. Later, the ending ०ईः, ०ईत ् of the iṣ-aorist and
erstwhile root-aorist to seṬ roots was carried over to the s-aorist as well.).
The sa-aorist is formed with the suffix Ksa to verbal roots of specific phonological

shapes (i.e., those ending in ś, ṣ, s, or h, with the vowels i, u, or ṛ preceding, so long as
the affix iṬ is not present).13 This is a ‘thematic’ conjugation, because the thematic vowel
a intervenes between the aorist suffix (s) and the endings of the verb. In certain cases,
however, the entire suffix (sa) is deleted.14 From the verb √guh ‘hide’ (also showing the
operation of Grassmann’s Law):

परपैदम ् आनपेदम ्
३ अघुम ् अघुाव अघुाम अघिु अघुाविह अघुामिह

अगुिह
२ अघुः अघुतम ् अघुत अघुथाः अघुाथाम ् अम ्

अगढूाः अघूम
१ अघुत ् अघुताम ् अघुन ् अघुत अघुाताम ् अघु

अगढू

The a-aorist
Formed with the stem-forming suffix aṄ, this is sometimes called a thematic aorist (be-
cause a ‘thematic vowel’ intervenes between the root and the ending). The root does not
undergo guṇa or vṛddhi, except √dṛś and roots ending in -ṛ or -ṝ.15 Penultimate nasals are
also dropped in a stem—a difference between the thematic aorist and the imperfect of
thematic stems (contrast अिसत ् ‘he sprinkled’, imperfect, with अिसचत ् ‘he sprinkled’,
aorist).
13शल इगपुधादिनटःः । ३ । १ । ४५ ॥ Note that √dṛś takes the aorist stem-forming suffix aṄ, as explicitly
specified in 7.4.14.
14वा हिदहिलहगहुामानपेदे दे । ७ । ३ । ७३ ॥ ‘There can be complete deletion [of Ksa] when it
precedes an ātmanepada ending of the roots √duh, √dih, √lih, and √guh that begins with a dental consonant’.
15ऋशो ऽिङ गणुः । ७ । ४ । १४ ॥
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परपैदम ् आनपेदम ्
३ अम ् अाव अाम अे अाविह अामिह
२ अः अतम ् अत अथाः अथेाम ् अम ्
१ अत ् अताम ् अन ् अत अतेाम ् अ

The reduplicated aorist
There are two types of reduplicated aorists in Sanskrit. The first is taught by Pāṇini as a
subtype of the a-aorist: in certain roots, a kind of infixation occurs before the aorist stem-
forming suffix aṄ which can be analyzed as reduplication (i.e., pa-pt- from √pat, and voc
= va-vc- from √vac), although Pāṇini himself does not call these forms reduplicated.16
This type is also Proto-Indo-European: cf. Greek εἶπον and Sanskrit avocam both < *He-
we-wkw-om:

परपैदम ् आनपेदम ्
३ अवोचम ् अवोचाव अचोचाम अवोच े अवोचाविह अवोचामिह
२ अवोचः अवोचतम ् अचोवत अचोवथाः अवोचथेाम ् अवोचम ्
१ अवोचत ् अवोचताम ् अचोचन ् अवोचत अवोचतेाम ् अवोच

The second type of reduplicated aorist, which is formed by the suffix CaṄ, is also
thematic, but it follows the rules of reduplication taught for the desiderative (i.e., lengthen
the reduplicating vowel if it would otherwise constitute a light syllable).17 This is the
aorist formation that corresponds to the causative, and tenth-class verbs as well as √śri,
√dru, and √sru obligatorily take this form. The example is √śri ‘cling to’ and √kṛ ‘do’ (in
this case, the aorist corresponding to कारयित meaning ‘cause to do’).

परपैदम ् आनपेदम ्
३ अिशियम ् अिशियाव अिशियाम अिशिये अिशियाविह अिशियामिह
२ अिशियः अिशियतम ् अिशियत अिशियथाः अिशियथाम ् अिशियम ्
१ अिशियत ् अिशियताम ् अिशियन ् अिशियत अिशियताम ् अिशिय

परपैदम ् आनपेदम ्
३ अचीकरम ् अचीकराव अचीकराम अचीकरे अचीकराविह अचीकरामिह
२ अचीकरः अचीकरतम ् अचीकरत अचीकरथाः अचीकरथेाम ् अचीकरम ्
१ अचीकरत ् अचीकरताम ् अचीकरन ् अचीकरत अचीकरतेाम ् अचीकर

16पतः पमु । ७ । ४ । १९ ॥ ‘after √pat, p is inserted after the root vowel’; वच उम । ७ । ४ । २० ॥ ‘after √vac,
u [is inserted] after the root vowel’.
17चिङ । ६ । १ । ११ ॥, ‘[There is reduplication] before an aorist-stem in CaṄ’; सघिुन चरे ऽनलोप े ।

७ । ४ । ९३ ॥
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The impersonal aorist
The stem-forming suffix CiṆ produces a stem which (1) generally has guṇa of the root;
(2) takes no personal endings; and (3) is used either reflexively, passively, or to express
a state (in a small number of roots, such as √budh, this form can stand in for the regular
3sg.).18 The qualifier ‘generally’ is necessary because suffixes marked with Ṇ in Pāṇini
trigger guṇa of the root generally, but vṛddhi when the root ends in a vowel.19
Examples: अजिन ‘is born’, अकािर ‘is made’, अहािर ‘is carried’, अधािय ‘is set out’.

18अचः कमकतिर । ३ । १ । ६२ ॥ ‘[the suffix CiṄ replaces Cli in the third person singular] after a root
ending in a vowel, in the sense of an agent which is also the object’; िचभावकमणोः । ३ । १ । ६६ ॥ ‘the
suffix CiṄ [replaces Cli in the third person singular] in the sense of a state or the object’; िचणो क ् । ६ । ४
। १०४ ॥ ‘after the suffix CiṆ, there is deletion [of the verbal endings]’
19अचो िणित । ७ । २ । ११५ ॥
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