[HGHGRATHIAH e

The perfect (f5Z) is one of three past tenses in Sanskrit. \

¢ ‘1?' (3-R-¢ ) “With reference to the past tense,”
* QAT (3-2-990) “the aorist”

* IFAH A (3-2-999) “the imperfect, for events that have occurred before the
present day”

° ‘T{}l&\‘l 1%5?\ (3-2-99Y) “the perfect, for events that one has not personally witnessed”
auT: it SER “Ravana carried off Sita” Tl g1 g4t “Karna gave a gift”

THI Uaui 99 “Rama killed Ravana”

\ THISE s f9Ba™ “1 was apparently talking in my sleep” /

REDUPLICANT + ROOT + ENDING
SIEISE + did: + Idg

NB: Not all roots form a reduplicated perfect. Some (e.g., 79g) have no reduplication, and others—including

FORMATION

all polysyllabic roots, such as desideratives—form a “periphrastic perfect” described below.

/—[ REDUPLICATION ]—\ VOWEL GRADE
The reduplicant (3™4:) is a modified Strong forms: parasmaipada, ekavacana

e guna of root vowel

 vrddhi in the prathamapurusa
(optional also in the uttamapurusa)
of a final vowel and medial -a-

Weak forms: all others

e no guna or vrddhi

e samprasarana where applicable

Special rules for the weak forms of CaC

(i.e., roots with short a):

« if final consonant is a nasal, a is

version of the root syllable. It is

always light (short vowel and no

following consonants).

 mahaprana - alpaprana (bh = b)

 kanthya - talavya (k = c)

« dirgha = hrasva (@ - a)

 coda consonants are dropped

« complex onsets are simplified to a
single sparsa

o grog—j . ]
. spop deleted (ja-gam- — jagm-)

- samprasdrana where applicable o if the initial consonant is unchanged
. va>u in the reduplication, the reduplicant
. ya-i and the root together form a

Some roots beginning with a- or r- collapsed stem with the vowel e (pa-

Quplicate with an- (e.g., an-afij-a) / wac— — pec-; ya-yam- —> yem-) /




m The perfect has a special set of endings. Strong cases are circled belom
N

B: Most roots (not including %-) affix -§- before endings that begin with a consonant.

NB: Roots ending in -37- use the ending -3T (which merges with the root vowel) in the
first and third person singular (parasmaipada).
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Periphrastic Perfect: This is the regular formation for secondary roots (intensives, desideratives,

denominatives, and causatives) as well as for most roots that begin with a long vowel (upasargas do
not count). Affix -3 to the present stem and follow this deverbal noun with the perfect of 39 -,

Y-, or %, in the TWEHYEH, or SH-YSH e.g. THAT 9N “He made someone go.”
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