
This course is an overview of Indian philosophy, starting in the 
first millennium BCE and ending just prior to European 
colonization, and encompassing Hindu, Buddhist, and Jain 
thinkers. The readings will introduce a diversity of philosophical 
traditions—including but not limited to the “six schools”—
through the ideas and debates that defined them. Points of focus 
will include epistemology, aesthetics, hermeneutics, and the 
philosophy of language. Broader themes will include philosophy 
as a cross-cultural enterprise, the ways that philosophical 
traditions were constituted and reconstituted over their history, 
the ways they interacted with each other, and the relationship 
between philosophy and religion.
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