Sanskrit Verbs and § There are three verbal systems: present, aorist, and perfect. E Present system _
: The stem and the endings of the verb are formed differently in each. ’_ﬁ/\
the Present Sy stem : Eachsystem has its own set of tenses and moods. '§ = "§. Indicative mood
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« Some stems are subject to vowel gradation:
« strong stem: before paramaipada ekavacana NB:In the chart below, capitalized letters are Paninian diacritics (anubandha) which are not

«  weak stem: before all other endings part of the suffix, but give us information about how to use the suffix. Bold represents guna.
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6. tudadiganah Sa } dhétu + -a-
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In ganas 1, 4, 6 and 10, the stem always has the same form.
In ganas 2, 3, 5, 7, 8 and 9, the stem changes, and always ends in a
consonant (including i/y and u/v), or historically ended in a

Because they end in the “theme vowel” -a-, they are called
consonant (kri-na- < *kri-naH-). These are called athematic.

dhatu + -na- (CV-na-C)| GUTo dhatu + -n- (CV-n-C) | =
9. kryadiganah Sna } dhatu + -na- Fule | dhatu + -ni- } E
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These are the primary endings, used in the present tense (lat).
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the “theme vowel” -a- (in ganas 1, 4, 6 and

10) is lengthened to -a- before endings that

start with -m- or -v- (e.g., bhavami)

the prathamapurusa bahuvacana endings

have several variants:

e -ati/-ate in gana 3 (reduplicating
presents)

 -anti/-ante everywhere else (the -a- of
the ending is deleted after a stem
ending in -a-)

These are the secondary endings, used in the imperfect tense (lan).

Notes

 the prathamapurusa bahuvacana endings
have several variants:
+ -an/-anta in thematic presents
» -an/-atain ganas 2, 5,7 and 8
» -uh/-ata in gana 3

¢ NB the ending -uh causes guna of a

preceding syllable (e.g., ajuhavuh)
the atmanepada uttamapurusa ekavacana
ending -i combines with a preceding -a-
or -a- to become -e.

(e.g., a + ita = aita, a + rcchat = archat).

The imperfect (like the aorist) adds an augment before the root.
 Before consonants, this augment is simply a- (e.g., akaravam).

 Before vowels, the augment takes the form of vrddhi of the following vowel

« The augment comes between any upasarga and the dhatu (e.g., abhyagacchat). )
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PARTICIPLES

These suffixes go
on the weak stem.

D~

Athematic -a(n)t-:
e kurv-an

e kurv-antam

e kurv-atd etc.
Thematic -(n)t-:

e bhava-n

e bhava-ntam

» bhava-ta etc.
Feminine formed by
-1 suffix on weak
stem (kurv-at-i,
bhava-t-i, etc.)

SR

Athematic -ana-:

e kurv-anah

e kurv-anam

e kurv-anena etc.
Thematic -mana-:

» bhava-manah

e bhava-manam

e bhava-manena etc.
Feminine formed by
-a suffix (kurvana,
bhavamana)

Participles have verbal
rection (they can govern
accusatives, etc.) and as
adjectives, agree with their
head in gender, number,
and case.
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