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Dustin Rubenstein is the Thomas Hunt Morgan Professor of Conservation Biology in the Department of Ecology, Evolution and
Environmental Biology at Columbia University and Executive Director of the National Synthesis Center for Organismal
Resilience (NSCORE). Rubenstein received his A.B. from Dartmouth College in 1999 where he was a Reynolds Scholar in the
Galapagos Islands following graduation, and his Ph.D. from Cornell University in 2006 as a Howard Hughes Medical Institute
Predoctoral Fellow in the Biological Sciences. He was then awarded a Miller Research Fellowship to conduct postdoctoral work
at the University of California, Berkeley from 2006-2009. He has held affiliate appointments at the American Museum of
Natural History, the National Museums of Kenya, the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology at the University of California, Berkeley,
the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, and the Mpala Research Centre. At Columbia, he chairs the University Seminar in the
Integrative Study of Animal Behavior, and is affiliated with the Zuckerman Mind Brain Behavior Institute, the Data Science
Institute, and the Doctoral Program in Neurobiology and Behavior.

Rubenstein's research integrates behavior, ecology, evolution, and molecular, neural, and neuroendocrine mechanisms to
understand why complex animal societies form and how organisms respond to environmental change. He has studied reptiles,
mammals, birds, crustaceans, and insects on every continent except Antarctica. Supported by the Howard Hughes Medical
Institute, National Science Foundation, Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency, National Geographic Society, Australian
Research Council, Natural Environment Research Council, and others, his work has been featured in hundreds of media outlets,
ranging from The New York Times and CNN to ESPN and The Onion.

Rubenstein is the author of nearly 150 publications, the market-leading textbook Animal Behavior, and co-editor of the book
Comparative Social Evolution. He serves as Specialty Chief Editor for the Evolutionary Ecology of Social Behavior section of
Frontiers in Ecology and Evolution and as an Associate Editor for Science Advances and Behavioral Ecology and Sociobiology.
He has also served on editorial boards for Proceedings of the Royal Society B, Behavioral Ecology, PLOS One, and
F1000Research, and as a guest editor for PNAS and Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society B.

As an educator and academic leader, Rubenstein founded Columbia's Program in Tropical Biology and Sustainability, a
semester-long study-abroad program in Africa, the STEAM Fellows Program, an interdisciplinary summer research program for
first-year students from underrepresented groups, and the University Seminar in Integrative Animal Behavior, which brings
together faculty from across New York City. He has also lectured in Frontiers of Science, part of Columbia College's Core
Curriculum.

His honors include young investigator awards from the Animal Behavior Society, the American Ornithologists' Union, the
Society for Behavioral Neuroendocrinology, and the University of Michigan. He is a Fellow of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science, the Animal Behavior Society, and the American Ornithological Society, and has been recognized by
the National Academy of Sciences as both a Kavli Fellow and an Education Fellow in the Sciences. He has also been named a
Sigma Xi Distinguished Lecturer and has received Columbia's Lenfest Distinguished Faculty Award, Natural Sciences
Commitment Service Award, the Provost's Senior Faculty Teaching Scholar designation, and the Society of Columbia
Graduates' Great Teacher Award.



