
PRISM  SECTION 20 - INTERVIEWER OBSERVATIONS 

START TIME  ___ : ___ 
 
Complete the interviewer observations section immediately after you complete the interview. 

 
1.  Did the subject drink any kind of alcohol during the interview? …………………………………. 1  NO 

3  YES 
  
  
2.  Did the subject appear to be drunk on alcohol during the ………………………………………..  
     interview?  That is, did the subject stagger or stumble  
     when walking, slur his/her speech, have a flushed face,  
     or did his/her breath smell like alcohol? 

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
  
3.  Did you see any empty or full bottles or cans of alcohol  ………………………………………... 
     anywhere? 

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
  
4a. Was anyone present other than the subject who was …………………………………………… 
      drinking any kind of alcohol during the interview? 

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
  
4b.  Was anyone present other than the subject who appeared …………………………………… 
       drunk? 

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
  
5a.  Did the subject take any medicines or drugs during the ………………………………………. 
       interview? 

1  NO - SKIP TO Q.6 
3  YES 

  
  
5b.  Which medicines or drugs did the subject take during …………………………………………. 
       the interview? 
 
       specify __________________________________________________________________ 

ENTER DRUG CODES: 
 
   ___ ___ ___ 
 
   ___ ___ ___ 
  
   ___ ___ ___ 
  
   ___ ___ ___ 

  
6.   Did the subject appear to be high or under the ………………………………………………….. 
      influence of a medicine or drug during the interview? 
      That is, did the subject stagger or stumble while 
      walking, slur his/her speech, have a flushed face, 
      dilated pupils, runny nose or shake or perspire? 

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
  
7.   Did you see any medicines or drugs or drug   ……………………………………………………. 
      paraphernalia (e.g., pipes, needles, or rolling papers) 
      anywhere? 

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
  
8.   Was anyone present other than the subject who appeared …………………………………….. 
      to be high or under the influence of a medicine or drug? 

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
  
9.   Did the subject appear disoriented or confused at any …………………………………………. 
      time during the interview? 

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
10.  Did the subject's speech seem incoherent, mixed up or  ………………………………………. 
       difficult to understand at times? 

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
11.  Did the subject appear to have difficulty concentrating ………………………………………… 
       at any time during the interview? 

1  NO 
3  YES 
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12.  Did you have to repeat a lot of questions because the ………………………………………… 
       subject's attention seemed to wander? 

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
  
13.  Did the subject have difficulty understanding or ………………………………………………… 
       answering questions, even some of the more simple ones? 

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
14.  Did the subject frequently appear to have trouble remembering ……………………………… 
       things that happened in the recent past (i.e. during the last 12 months)? 

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
  
15.  Did the subject frequently appear to have trouble remembering ……………………………… 
       things that happened in the more distant past 
       (i.e. before 12 months ago)? 

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
  
16.  Did the subject appear very restless throughout the …………………………………………… 
       interview?  That is, did he/she fidget, pace, or  
       have difficulty sitting still? 

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
  
17.  Did the subject appear to be physically slowed down?  ……………………………………… 
       That is, did he/she appear to move or speak very slowly? 

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
  
18.  Did the subject appear nervous, anxious, worried, keyed ……………………………………… 
       up, or on edge throughout the interview? 

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
  
19.  Did the subject use made-up or meaningless words? …………………………………………..
  
 

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
20.  Did the subject seem to lack emotion or have no facial ………………………………………... 
       expression throughout the interview? 

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
  
21.  Did the subject ever behave as if hallucinating during the interview? ………………………… 
       That is, did he/she behave as if hearing voices or seeing visions?  
       For example, did his/her lips move soundlessly as if talking to  
       someone who wasn't there, or did he/she glance over his/her 
       shoulder as if distracted by a voice? 

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
  
22.  How would you rate the subject's I.Q. (intelligence level)? …………………………………….. 
 

1  HIGH 
2  AVERAGE 
3  LOW, BUT SUFFICIENT 
4  TOO LOW TO INSURE COMPRE- 
    HENSION OF THE INTERVIEW 
5  DIFFICULT TO 
    DETERMINE 

  
  
23.  Did the subject have an unusual number of questions or ………………………………………. 
       concerns about the confidentiality of the interview 
       information? 

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
  
24.  Did you feel that the subject exaggerated any of ……………………………………………….. 
       his/her experiences with alcohol, drugs, or depression? 

CODE ALL THAT APPLY: 
 
1  NO 
2  YES - ALCOHOL 
3  YES - DRUGS 
4  YES - DEPRESSION 
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25.  Did you feel that the subject minimized any of his/her  ……………………………………… 
       experiences with alcohol, drugs, or depression? 

CODE ALL THAT APPLY: 
 
1  NO 
2  YES - ALCOHOL 
3  YES - DRUGS 
4  YES - DEPRESSION 

  
26.  Did you feel that the subject gave brief answers or said "no" to many ……………………….. 
       questions throughout the interview in order to finish as quickly as 
       possible? 

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
27.  Did you have to persuade the subject at one or more ………………………………………….. 
       points to continue or finish the interview? 

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
28.  Did the respondent become upset or distressed at any point during the …………………….. 
       interview about what was discussed in the interview? 

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
  
29.  Did the subject become angry at any point about the ………………………………………….. 
       interview's content or process? 

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
  
30.  Was the subject bored or very tired at any point during the …………………………………… 
       interview? 

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
 
 

 

31.  Did the subject discuss any of the interview material in a ……………………………………… 
       great deal more detail than necessary to just answer 
       the questions? 

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
  
32.  Did the subject appear to enjoy the interview or find it …………………………………………. 
       interesting? 

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
  
33.  How difficult was it initially to persuade the subject …………………………………………….. 
       to participate in the interview? 

1  VERY EASY 
2  AVERAGE 
3  DIFFICULT 
4  VERY DIFFICULT 
5  NOT APPLICABLE 

  
33a. Was the subject …  
  
(1) Extremely overweight or unusually heavy?  ………………………………………………….….
  

 
 
1  NO 
3  YES 

  
(2) Very thin or skeleton-like? …………………………………………………….……………………. 1  NO 

3  YES 
  
(3) Blind? …………………………………………………….……………………………………………. 1  NO 

3  YES 
  
(4) Hard of hearing? …………………………………………………….……………………………….. 1  NO 

3  YES 
  
(5) Crippled? …………………………………………………….………………………………………..
  

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
(6) Scarred or disfigured? …………………………………………………….…………………………. 1  NO 

3  YES 
  
(7) Disheveled or unkempt? …………………………………………………….………………………. 1  NO 

3  YES 
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Did the subject have...  
(8) Speech impediment (lisp or stutter)? …………………………………………………….………… 1  NO 

3  YES 
  
(9) Other apparent illness or injury? …………………………………………………….……………... 1  NO 

3  YES 
 
specify ______________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

 

34a. Was this interview incomplete or a break-off? ………………………………………………….. 1  NO -  SKIP TO Q.35a 
3  YES 

 
 

 

34b. What was the section and question number of the …………………………………………….. 
        last question answered by the subject? 

_____ Section Number 
 
_____ Question Number 

 
 

 

34c.  What was the reason for the break-off? …………………………………………………….…..
  

CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY: 
 
1  Interviewer emergency 
2  Subject emergency 
3  Subject tired or bored 
4  Subject angry about  questions 
5  Subject upset about  questions 
6  Other - Specify 
 
                                 
______________________________ 
 
______________________________ 
                                 
______________________________ 

  
  
35a. Was the interview conducted in a public place, ………………………………………………… 
        such as a restaurant, library, etc.? 

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
  
35b.  Did the interview take place entirely in private? ………………………………………………..
  
         That is, was the subject alone during the interview 
         except for brief interruptions? 

1  NO 
3  YES 

  
  
35c.  For how long was the privacy of the interview …………………………………………………. 
         interrupted? 

______ Minutes 
              and/or 
______ Hours 

 
 
 
 
 
END TIME  ___ : ___
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NOTES 
 


