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e All Seripturels given by inspiration of God,
snﬁ.is profitable for deatrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in rlighbe-

ousness”. 2 Tiw., III, 1l6.

"Search the Seriptures; for in
them ye think ye have eternal
1ife; and they are they vhich
testify of me®s John , V, BS.

Te 1ive harmonlously together
with 211 men and with everything

elae in Nature iz the =cme of ell

human virtues, gféﬁﬁblaauéLstyfliL.
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PROLOGUE

The Bible, the code off God's laws given to man by his in-
finite mercy to assire him of his eternal salvation, is believed
by the christian world to contain nothing else than the God's
truth, without any error or contradiction, entirely free from
anything unethical, from any doetrine objectionable to the
most scrupulous conscience, from anything improper to the beha-
vior of a true and earnestly dedicated christian,

However, while it is true that it contains coutless pious
passages, mich wholesome doctrine of the highest idesls a truly
religious believer may aspire to, it is no less true that it is
infected with the greatest array of errors, of contradictions,
of false promises, of the most brazen lies of any book ever
written for the purpose of guiding man in the ways of virtue
and wholesome livinge Even the profane literature of any period

not ablein
of History can/boast of a tract so objectionk¥gkk its ethics
and practices as the Judeo-Christian code of dogma and conduct.

From beginning to end it is shot through with errors, fal-
sehoods, dreams and imaginings of howling dervishes who seem in
most occasions to be under the influence of aleohol or narcotics
And all these unconseionable and misguided impostors delivered
thelr outbursts of raving maniacs to $he gullible masses as com=
mands from God,endowed with divine infallibility, the ignorance

of gall future generations transforming them into the immutable

dogmas which the modern world is becoming increasingly reluctant
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to eceent them aven as plameible fairyteles, But aixty or sevens
ty generations of affective indostrinasion wreught the miraele
of transforming into & resl faet what was only e beiief, a fan~
e¥s This explains, pevhaps, -hvy the Pathers snd Doetors of the
Church never daved to comment on them unfavorably nor evor tried
effectively to unmask the deshoness hoax that had been perpetra-
tod ageinat menkind.

#11 this must be sterk horesy for those vho are the slaves
of hoary tradition end are perheps yet unawsre that before there
was any tradition, or say information from the ocutside they were
already tho possesscrs of thst gplendorous inner light calledRes-
son, given them (no metter by whom nor in whet amcunt) for no
other purpose than %o diseriminate between the truth and the
falsshood, ramswbeving that for the individual there is no eny
truth vhatever than that which is asquired by the efforits of ocne's
ovn rensons To abdiecate it in fovor of any one olse whe cannot at
all assurme a responsibility vhieh is only his and nobody else's
would be an act of the starkest irrationality,.

Thie writer's only purpose in uriting the present observae
tions and guoting certeir biblical passages was no other tham to
show any prospective resder of this lines how to read the Bible
eriticelly with en eye on reason rather than on the volces of g
worn out tradition whose origin was based in misgonceptions and
often in pure deception an@® false primisess It goes without saying
that the aim of any etudy 1s the acqulsition of truth rogardleaa

of the source vhere it may be foundy I accept the serpent's atate-
ment to Hve that Adam and she would not die the day they ate the for.

biden fiuit, beeauss that wes the truik, while the threat of v
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I reject altogether being,as it was,false and deceltful.

That 1%t was a lie whath Yahweh sald regarding the instant death
of Adam after he ate the mysterious fruit for he himgelf stated

a fov parsgraphs later that "sll the days of Alam were 930

years and he died", It made no ssnege whatever to punish the
serpent by making him walk on hig belly for he never knew any

other means of locomotlon. And who has ever seen a snakze use
dust as his normal fare? Is it credible that both Eloim (or

just GOD, instead of the gods) and tha Lord, or tha Lard God

(that is, Yshweh) created the Unliverse out of nothing, the for-

mer in gix days and the latter in a single day, and cach one diffo=
rentffom.the other? And does pothlng becoms somethlng in Zod'e hande?
Did the beasts of Egypy actually diled when God, or the gods, killed
them? How was he eble to ki1ll them the second and the third time,

all of them,and still leave at least 600 horses for Pherach to

pursue the Israslites In their flight to the territle cdesert of Sin?

Mo resal God could be so stupid, ilmpotent, crvel erd mesn. As for
the inspired men ot Got who schted us secretarliee te the Lord and who
could not comiit any error, according to the Tirst Vaticsn Council
and pope Leo the XI1l, that is another hoax that no pope should ever
try to pass to the falthful, in as mch 28 a glance at a few pages of
the BOCK suffice to show how umblashingly false the assurption is.

I have no anologlies to wmake for disclosing what any christlan

who esteems the trne knowledge of his FAITH should know by now or at
least acqguire ot this late hour with praeticsaslly no difflculty at sll.

D. da cmz.
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then Nature, through Evolution, sndewed Pithasonthropus
with the wost essential charsoteristics of HAN, our suscessful
ancestors falt tha®t the tinme had arrived for them to take @

mere actlive part in the owrk of their own organise developwent.

ihat they deaided to do at this point was t0 absndon
the forests, their ancsstral hone for countless gonorations,
and settls on the pilaina So the noprth frowm wvhich they sould
easlily spread in duwe Sime to 2ll cowners of the ¥arth osnd make,
peyhapa, very important disceveries, both materisl asnd culdural,
that wight result In wexpsoted benefits to the commmity.

For mapny generations they hed lived a very comfordtasbls
and pesceful life in thg dense forssts of the «tlas rangs of
mountaina in North Africa, from which they hed glimpses of a
green and luxuriant valley whioh sxtended to the most dlstant
horizons and whore they suspscied that ths abundanes of the
products of the poil must be 80 great thet no one would nead
to quarrel for the sake of fond, as it happenud go often %o
sll of them among the trees of the Atlas.

This paradisiscal vallsy they gould sos sometimes from
the tree tops was not | mirage, as asoma of them thought, but a
renl flat lsnd of lmmense vastness, of loamy soil, and sc ¥ich
in sueh a variety of muhtrapﬂéﬁ&rfvuiﬁajtﬁat thsy began t£o eall
it "thp lsnd that flowa will and oney™e Its eclimate was perfect
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during all sensons of the yeay; and it was complotely sheltersd
ngainat the strong winds both from ithe north and ths south.

At that tims, during the last interglacial peried of the
Glacial Age, thnt s, between the (uaternary and the Terelary,
the Mediterrvanaan basin was net yet s ses, but a hugs expanse
of flat land extonding for over a million squars wmiles Yo east
and west, exceedingly fortile with s olimabte so wild and sguable
that 4t eonstitubed the most valuablo piece of regi ssists on

the whole surfago of our Blareoocsmed.

It had beon essumsd as a matter of raoct, even in the
sedfentific world, that tho humen rnce hed had its oradle somse
where in Asim, povsibly beonuse it was thers that great invasions
of peoples to the West had originated in prehistorie times,
which faat pmy have given to the Wost, the 4dea that the invaders
were the surplus inhabitants of the ¢radle of mankind. But all
thege surmiess lost much of theily appearancos with the great
progrosses made by Goology and Anthropology, which led ¢he ex-
perts in those fields te leok again for an answer in more agros-
ment with the Lindings of seianco.

It hes been quits well established thet modoyn wen made
his appearance sbout 30, 40, or oven more, thouasnds of years
age, in thy last interglacial poricd of thas last Glaclal Age,
watween the end of the Tevelary and tho boginning of the Qus~

ternary. BHut whera? asd under what oiroumatances?

Enat Afrien, Gondwenalend, lemuvrie, oven Amerisa, have
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toen In tern sonsldorsd eandldates feor the prise oF the oradle
of menkinda

apeaiiing wore ammeretely of ¢ha fool of cwr weslowm
eivilisation, we are naturaily lod o think of fome, Gresco,
Grote, Lgypt, end lcaopotamis, as the credie of oivilizavien,
wut ell these sunteve of progrose on all fiolds, wverantt they
the offgprdng and @w later duvvolopewnt ef ths Ibarien atosk
which epiginated and ovolved in, snd radlated fron, the dedie
terroancan basin? This %a bardly = almple eoijocture, being,
ap 3% iz, the aeooptaed thosis of a whels senhool of soinent
Geclogluts and Palesntolegiotes

In vigw of this 1% seewe portinent to inguire in sore
datatl into the beginnings and fortunes of this later cpocimsn
off HOMO DAPIUNG from whieh most wosbore paoples proccedt, and
by ehem the foundations of the vastern civillisation were lald

Aoene

In nls ook Nases and Po

Brinton aaysl

oplas (Fniladelpbia, 1901),

faginning our seavreh for the blrth plaec of tho epcolos,
w5 way eongldor Wat i% will be Indicated by ths cumiae
tive ovidensce of three sonditiens. Yo may look for 4%

l. Where the oldest relfas of =ap o iz industrics
have boepn found, '

2o Whare the remains of the bignest of the lowey
anivals, csyocially the maniile ones, have boen
exbumsd, av 1t is ageuwmed that man bissolf
dosgontds frop sons sush Fom.

de vhors wo lnow, from palemntolegie evidengs, a
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cliimate provailed sulied to man's wnproteoted
oarly eondition.

A more accurabe test of an hypothesis regarding wantsg
place of origin would be hard to devise. Now, ascording vo
the Gpologie and Paloontologle record; noshere on the faes i
of the globo are these condiitions oo thorvughly met In their
entiraty at the time of man'a appesrance, nor did they eover
appaar gimuitansously, or in tholr propor ordov in any puffi-
ocisntly lergs region as in ¥urnfrica, that is the Mediterrsnaan
basin amd » fair portien of the northeyn shores of APrice and
the southern shores of Turops.

Certainly, it is this region, wore than any other anye
whers in the world, that has yielded the wmoat abundant, the
woat continuous vocord of the history of men, thoroughly repe
regantative of all the phases of his evolutionary 1ife. His
oldest and most authensie ﬁﬁm&iﬂé have been aseribod to the
eposh between the Targiary snd the Cuaternary, and sahumed
almost exelusively in the Iberisn peninsula, in scuthemn France,
in Fngland, in north Afrios, apd in a few other legalitics
within the ¢ompaas of what Geologiets and Falomntologiste
term Furafyrion,

The megnlivhic mommmonts, vocognised as the peguliapr
artifacts of the Iberians, ave found azlmoat oxcluasively in the
same region and dating fbom the sawe Interglasisl peried of
the Glagial Ago.
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secording to the opinion of Von Humbolde, cne of the
kocnest and mos?t constructive minds in all fislds of sclonse,
the builders of the wegalithie monuments are the dirset
depeondenta of the Cro-Hsgnon men, thoas remarkable artiats
who, in the caves of iltamira and in verious lesalitios of

southern France, loft the femous palntings whieh, for their
realism and force of expression, have never besn surpassed by

later srtists of any land.

Hoat of the best gualified studente of this fascinating
pubject shars the opinion that not anly the Iboriens of the
Spanish poninsula, but also the Berbsrs and the lyblans of
north Afriga, the Celts, Gauls and Plts, of France, and Groab
Britain, the ligura, Egyptians and Jamarisns of antiguity, nie
or wepe, all wmowbsre of the sawe famlly--the Homo-hamomendous

of the postegliacial Age, the bulldsrs of the megalithie nonus
ments, our diroct anecators, descendents of the previous

spacion, the Cro-iagnon men.

In his elassic book--"The Nediterranean Haee"--Sovgh,
one of the mejor authoritics on the Iuralfwican paleontology,
asoepts the sontlupions of the famous Gorman saveand end olaspie
fies all these post-glucial peoples as the "Hediterysnean Raoce
aa all the evidonce tends to prove that they arigiaa%ﬁ& and

daveloped in Zurafriea from whore they sestiered to all parts
af the world, and psoplsd all continents, differentiating, as

%

thoy went along, into all vaces that still psople the four

gorpars of our pisngt,
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et us follow thom from the momeni® thoy deoscandsd Iyom
the stlme foresis and cbserws all the vicissitudes they had
%o undergo before they wore veady to graduate f£rom the diffie

oult but most effective "Sghool of Ha 8", without which

they wonld searcely sver rozch wanis sises

in their bliseful innccencs and uttor lack of omporisnce
thoy surmised that, from the verdant aspect of the valley, this
mast be & land Flowing with wilk and honey, but they had not
the sijghtest idea of the hazawis, the terrors and the insup
erable diffienltics they would emcounter in their rasgh detore
mination to gonquer a whole unlmown world,

the Farth wap s%1l)l very young and all the elemenbts in

and around it wore In a state of chaos, turmolil, =nd confPusion,
“ while all thoir cxpsrionce 4id not go beyend the art of loap~

ing from Wranch ¢to hraneh of the trses which foynished them

the seent porticns of fruld and insests which the wngven 0lie

rnate of the Atlas flloved ¢o grow in thet semledasolate region.

Their whole 14fo had been the of storile and foresd leisure

and that was anything but conducive tv the acquisision of

sxpsrience or the dovelopment of skills, all so nocessary to

eope with the asdverse conditiome that would soon moet thew

at every twmn,

The Heditsrrancan Basin was not yet a sen, btub o valloy
e of delighta, both for its baluy and equable ¢lipate and the

luzuriant vegotation that goversd the vast plain, not only of
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its volvely carpet of green grass, but of A groat wealth of
gomi tropieal Srees and shrubzg in whioh sn imvense varisty of
exotic fruit could be perceived at no great distance,

A% the sight of ouch a promising fosst that would wmake
the mouth of Pantsgrvel himself wator, the bords of thoge
ehildren of Hature, tired and famished as they were, not
waiting for any ordera fyom their lsadsyr, rushed pell-msll
towards the verdant moadow snd the inmussrable c¢luwmps of the
fruit trees without any preoscupstions of any impending danger.

Bzfore they reached their (olconds, however, o tromsne
dously rumbling roar, apparently ¢oming from under tholr own
fend%,; almost frose thelr blood in their veins, and gaomed to
turn thewm inte statuss of granite. Bubt not for long. ¥ith
the wolubility of ehildvren they soom regained their composurs
and contimued thely hnsty march towards their center of
attraction; but now wors delibarately, for thay hed hogun to
realire that there must be something ominous in that gudden
warning. bSowe of them venturad to comwent on the frightful
phenomenon, but thoir compleots leelk of expsyience oul off
antirely any further debnte.

Another wmoment brought them to the middle of theiy
heartls dopiro and averything sles was entirsly fovgotten.
In perfect unison they atsacked the rich provisiona that
Nature so gracicusly put at thelir disposal. 7They gorged thome
selves with the fabt of the lapd, ss thay had naver duns bafove.
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Their nappiness hed no brounds.

Fagsling mors drowgy than ever, and still very tired
from thelr wougunal joumey, they sprawled on the tufis of
velvaty grass, in the shadow of bushes and ¢rees and enjoyed
such a wmenorable slesta, that that altemoon nap besomse an
evorlagting tradition %o be obssrved in the Hediterrancan
region %0 thia very dsy.

Yo wore delightful sight nor rich harvest had the newe
aomers ever enjoyed, or hoped teo snjoy, anywhere alse. 3o,
they voved not to take anothey step away from the basutiful
alley, but te settls thore poymenently, sines its c¢limate
gould not he improved, the food was all that any gournand
eould dosive, predator Doaste songpleucus for their gbsence,
and the largest familiea could easily bo ralsed in all seourity
and ocomfort.

In such conditiens of 1ife they proepared ezcsedingly,
and smltipiied in such great mumbsyrs that in leses than in half
a dogen cenbturden no one among the inhabitante of the loosaly
organized Bdonic ropublic had any ldes of the numbars that
composed {t.

The largest portion of the population had settled around
the Helearic Leke of abtundant and aweet waters, Comparatively
few had gone as far as the Aegean Lake, somevhers northwest
of Ore%e, just as desirable, tut g 1little voo fayr from the

conter of population snd, in soms respocts less attractive.
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The woat of the Wedilsrmancan vallsy continued to be dry land,

where the climate gsontinusd Lo be as ideal as sver, and the

semitropieal produste of the soill seemed o grow each ysar in

more abundence and better guality.

Howevey, things wers not as good se they eppeaved ta
the Eﬁaﬁiebrayubliaa Had they & keoner sense of heeaving, or
more experiance, thay wonld have heard the ominous subtere
ranean rusblings which for a number of weeks had ocourred,

3 though warning them of asome imponding terrible disaster.

It bappened at lsat, wiping out the eniire boauty of
thia Garden of Eden, drowaing more than half the population
and chasing the rest cut of Paradise te be ruthlessly soattorsd
throughout a hoartless and hostile worid oubaide, leaving
only to future generations the hoary tradition thal their fore-
£athers had bosn gxpslled from Fden, by the gods they thom-
golves had mads of thelr imaginings, for having Aisrvegrrded
aome regulations of theiy king relatlve to the wmoderate use
they ware to make of the bounbiss of Nature,

"In the mid-morning of 2 vary besutiful dayg) zo related
ono of their oldeat traditions, “afver a dsbsuehing bane
quet of the best that the land ecould provide, inecluding
great quantities of o fermonied beverasge sowe of them
had just invented, tho wmost Frightening rumbie of a supor-
huge earthguake rolled over the whole peaceful valley,
atagp&ag the heartbesat of all i¢s inhablitents, Treszing
their bloed ir their veins, and killing wany aritiesna
and workers of the fields, of pure frightessses”

Fhat on earith eould have been the agent of such a sudden
and colessal voar, followed by the powerful shaking of the

ontire rvallasy, the magiec wanisbing of a thousand poaks and
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soms largs wounteins, the gigentie Atlantic tides that eovered
the hoge vallsy, converting &t into a new sea and reducing its

thriving population by half?

wany senturies had to pass before scienpe was ablie %o
golve what for $%s contowporaries wasa an unaglvable mystery.
“he ceasslass i{mpsct of the mignty aAtlantic had, fop countless
agns, undsrmined the fsthmus that united &pain Yo Norocss,
thus converting the Meditsrranean baslin into a sea, the kare
Hostrum of the Romans, digging in this way the mighty stralt
of Gibpaltar, orocting st the game time the famous ooclums of
Heoreulas as £1t monumsnts o the memory of half of manking
which perished in the greatsst eantastyophe the world had owver
expadenced, thus ssusing the universsl dispersion of the
hawean speaies from the first ¥den on Earth to the lsed confines
of all continents napd islands of the ocemns.

¥rom tha noint of view of mankind?s evoelution, the
tromendous eatasliism that plunged Zdan into darkest oblivion,
ghould, perhaps, be oonsidered numenitiss gresatest blsssing
in disguise, since without 4% mankind would alunys be g spolled
ohild, for it was thsir forced pilgrimags throughout the entirs
gurface of the Karth to its last boundaries, that provided them
with the great and true Schopl ef Hard ¥mocka, that gave mane
kind the tools, the skills, the experience and wisdom that
made 1t the meatey of its own destiny, ths tamer of the forses
of Hature $tself.
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All the contaots wade in theiyr painful wanderings, and
the wisdom that vosulted thexrofvem, soon began to grow and
waltiply, inersaging nt least tenfold with ths new tum mants
fortunas was going to indicate.

His arrivel st the and of all continents wes alod the

ond of his froshman year in the Sphool of Hard ¥nooks.

As rostlearn as ever, and full of an insatiable thiret
for naw sxpgriences and mors snd more nowledge, our sssene
tially peripatetic Ncholars roverased the direction of thotip
wandorings and started moving towards the opposite side of the
globs. It was not an empty world they ware grossing now.
Families, proups, and whole nations of steange peoples greeted
them everywhers, especially in the fertils walleye, in the
marging of the rivera, around the lakes or any body of frosh
water, frow all the shoves whers the Sun rises to the shores
whare it sets; from the last aend dunes of the Gobil desert op
the lof'ty peaks of the Himalayes, %o the vast grass lands of
fugsia, or the grﬁeaful natursl gardens of the laower Tagus,
or of the meandoring Guadalguivir. It was n meobing of longe
lost brothers, some srrived at o later date from ¥den, othera
turning back towards 1t before redehing the confines of the

sorid.

And everywhers they found now ethnic groups, reces
of moen never peon bafore, vhile they thomselves had alse

censed to be the Homo Homogoenicus of the Gerden of Fden,
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Everywhere thoy cams in csontast with startling new
idena and idesls, with new inventions and new tools, with
differeont procssses of ralsing crops and bullding houses end
villages, with mow wasas of comwmmnlostion, even with the
amasing menner of translatirg 1deas loto symbols on slabs of
stone, Or beked clay thoy thewgelves had invented and oxecuted

with masberiy skill.

Tha prograss of the new invaders on thelr road baek

wns eXxeeedingly slow, and uhgrevaer they sﬁayg&d for any length
of tims they conasidorad a csniter of higher learning, and made
1t & point 4o ansimilate rll the new data,; methods of researgh
in the discovery of ths secrsts of Hature, and gven how to
Aupliecate znd uwse the great wvaristy of toeols thay had never
soon boefore, ropaying theipr hosts wilith wmueh information about
the world they were leaving now, information that € hsir hosts

valued ahove any materiasl reward they eould thinlk of,

Hatuyally, there was a great deal of mixing hatwesn
hosts and guests, absorption of familios and whole tribes by
other families or tribes, all of vhich concurred %o plve a new
aemplaxion to the populatlion of the world, to differsntiate
group from group, fawlly from fawmily, and individual from all
the other individuals, hatever elae 9sach uvne borrowed Trom
the otherd matserial, eultural, intelisviual, or spiritusl,
bogather with the new blood that bsgan to course in their

veins, gave a tremendous ilugpetus o thse esvelutionary development
of all, tims preparing the ground for the lumense progress whisch
wonld follew in the agss to 8oma.



In thoir endless geographic explorations men sncomiered
duongsre and difficulties they eould noever have dreamsd of owing
to their utter lack of ezpericnce. At the beginning the whole
thing was vory pussling, but it soon becams guite frightening.
fvan the thought of (v began o disturb the glumbers of a
glass of young wmon who wero especially attracted to the solue
tion of ceritaln problems of Hature that ths great majoerity of
thelyr fallow msn considorsd Yoo abstruse for them to deal with.
The etemmal quest for food and mates seomed to thew more than
enough to oecupy profitably every moment of thely lives.

It wag after long and almost suparihman offorts to
, that ens of thelr brightest Einstsing eans upon

what he considered a significant observationt: an observation,

he theught, which might turn out €o bo the key %o the solution
to the probion that eonfronted both hiw and that class of young
incipient philosophers who were always locking for the eause
of whatsver happensd to and avommd theme

He had bBesn thinking very hard for several days of the
subjeet that prevacupied all w=inds, when, suddenly, s thought
eroassdl hie ovm 1liks a flash of lightning; the thought that
wan himself quite often gaused certain phenomena to happen,
whieh phenomensn, exeept for their mieroscople sius and inten~
sity, wers pot essentially differsmt from the aatural phenomw-

sna whieh used to torrify thom at overy turn.
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And he wont on to melbe oledr o Al sudianas what he
paanti

gataslianic carthguakes like thess that opened the

flood gntes of the groat pea o wipe oul supr Garden of
Blen, s ostratrophe whoss horrors still longered in

i the seneyy of the Ansients of the tribsg the fossiuily

mages Toloanoes which 4h & sceond oan Jovel whole
montaine and bury in rivers of oolten lavs a dosan
villague =ith 631l tholr tohabitonds and domeotis snimalss
the Lloods of water that wash avey evevything slive o
the deptus of the soa, like She dsluge that turied
“ostpolania under mowmbtalng of muok) droughis 50 pore
nigions and destrustive ag those reepensible for dobi
dosort: thess snd sush ﬁ%g&aﬁ‘%ﬁ vhonmrans of Baturs no
won of our apseles con duplicats in 2l thelr horvor
and geandeure But in an Infinitsly gmall sealo he ¢an
produce then whensver he wands, as we have zscertaingg
many timos in thoe compase of sur wn experionas.

iy eonoclupion, Showefors, is thet the osuse of those
huge phepomena that Seyplify ws Per tholr magnitude end
doatructive pusor, 48 an winowm 6y hidden nanlike being
of vniinited powsr, wlinfited wisdosn and wnlisited mmiles
(o goodness, ao ths ease may b, for bis agoouplishments
aie somptimes wischisveus, at other tiwes bonoficsnt, ow
of hoth kinde at the aomw $lumsl.

b
- A
»

Gooing frow o Mumen boing scaresly beginning Lo use
his AEALON, his arpuwent and conelusion ésnesd wonder and
great gxolitomsnt anong the ineiplont philosophayy who had
lusz than 2 millontum of varied onpsyioncss, snd hod had yob
ne tisw for high thinking wand serions yefisetion. 28, in a
Wind of spard, blg gifted conpanions made some sompanbts snd
ggrewd Lo moot Shal some night, Segether with the genlal diale
sotielan, under the vensrable chesimmui tres which had witnoeoned
the paesing of cowntlese gansrsiions snd had often glven
ivopiving end poaceful wmowonis to the thlaking luminars of the
S, peripatetio tribes hat used %o tavrey ln thoss pasts for a

fow sausnnse
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it wap ono of the moonlight nighte of sugsd when ths
loadey appived wnder the friondly ehadow of the chestuud Sret.

“ithout any presmblen, several of the inelpiont
philogophers nddrasased jluald (the Loader ia the
languags of Pden) and snie Shat thoy «31s¢ hsed nobdiced
the faet that mmn een ixitate Rabtwre in 1%s glgantie
manlfostatione, Wt confesned that they bed not
arrived ot any oonelusien that won porformed on vory
smRll etale phunommne piwilap Lo thoze they fosred so
wueh for the Lorpible affects they produced, bub no
one bhad shown Yhe pecassuyy ncmacn O Peath the eone
clusion he hed aprived at, & conclusion hat wes howmd
to change entively the oourse of thelr shole lives. 4
to the surnise regarding the agomt of the mystorious
phonomena they all venbted ¢o underastand,; ey thoupht
4% woa sv logieal thet no fudturs irlstotlis ey Plate
emid possibly find fault with 4%.

and now that we eams inte possession of puch & greaes
and foreysaching Treuth, what eve we golng to do with ie¢
™at fe, vhat ahonid o our attitude towsyds the sil
porerful and wise Boing who porforms oueh wnhoard of
wendapa? Should we have any specisl rites op coro-
Emgniga to give bim Quo lwner, 0 ploses hin b mepit

8 favard

Yo imew that ho IB] anowered Algnid, "and that is
211 we gan over know oFf bime Fyerythiag sloe will
alwsys ba a soalod booll $0 us. @ gun in no wise over
add the loast BHit Co his glowy or happinesa. He way
be manlile, but wost osrbtainly o net o wmem 1iks us,
li=ited in the antrome, of tho atabure of s webbit
bopides that of o lion of the itiap wownteldns. ‘hataveoy
we may o oy gppewlata aboub hiw woe ooy bo aboolutely
pups that thewe vould not be any trath in 4%, for 4% 8ld
had &0 bs gonsosted in our :umg minds without any poge
olble wolation o vealilys TRI1 now wé have pot momn
hizm nor anything about him, and he has Jdlowiss left
we o ocur owh devieon. O(ur gafest and most ponsonable
policy 4o 6o loaws hism alemd, snd pray he oay sontinue
te do bthe 2ama he hao done o0 fare. %o will get uged teo
the frightful things ho senstimes 1ikos to indulgs ine v

Aftey many gonsrvations of o poliey of live opd 1ot ldve,

of unbrohsh peace and offactivo brxotherbosd, ascepbing and
enjoying 1ife as 1% prosonted 1taolf bo thew, withoud atbompbe
ing to bribs or aajols the Being they thomsolves had plassed
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am & Whivans aperl; and gsvmn nde the homerifie sifle oF Ged,

with entersets 4o thelr syos and darlness in %&&E’ s@&mﬁ
srene and, by deosit snd black mail, sontwived te %wss the
powar that hod boon vosted on tho peaple, wnd begwm a reforn

so dvashls thad in o very ot tlus subvertsd the arler of

- things thet bad kept ¥he poopd

with oneh others I was the pelgn of apadd. o
upday whoss yoks there was b hope of oysd %&*ﬁamaw
Hnonssltet.

out of an inaignifioant semitic 9401 eallod Lohwoh
they svonted o new S6d, volatile, vy vadintable, jeulous,
vinddetive; Lad tompered and enbeemely crual, who delighisd
in tovpenting snd slisughtering these whaw, with orus) sawams,
ue uned o sall his Choosn Psopiea

Tas gain eloves of thy eonivust bobtvemn the novw God
and the Hlue Peses of vhe doccondenty of Blun thet Yelwehn

vt so sresnge the affalps oF his now ohergss Shat geswy

oas of then would never deviste fvon D siwalight road o
Sawvan, for whloh he wms glven absclube power, inPindte wisden
and all the Infinits abtributes of smy wajey Gods Bub appate
antly he 414 nob grasp the e eignificence of this mandste,
for whatever e poople 444 Yehwsh adjulged 4% wortally wreng
sy Pinally, sffer sevnral emtuvies of ﬁ.m%@m walting b
émoldedl to drosn the whole of pankind end sil snfwels, Yor
good manbure, sithoupgs the lutter wwre af funotont as & newly
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worn baby. fuoh was the oxtont of his diseretion and ssense

of Justicens

liowaver, he spared s single fawily of the humans and
@ paly {(male snd Pfamale) of all ths mnimals; which I kept
fs the seed of another crop of living belng for him o orer~
¢ise his sadistio proclivities against them hore on Harth and
plunge tham later on into the pits of hell, net for she day,
or yeapr, or a millenium, but for & whole phernity, the memne
ing of whiech sacaped his undoratanding sutirely.

Anyway, mmniind wee noyw, more than aver befarve; like
@ hepd of gsheup raised and fattensd for the sele purpose &f boing
gt last slanghtered and servad to Yrhweh and his sminlonsesths
Devilow~-always thirsty, like starving vamplres, for tho blood
of the inmeﬁéntg

#ith such an wexpsstsd result of the wutual pledges
batwosn the pssudo reprosentatives of the peuple and thelir
van-gade gole-the heathen ¥Yahwehe~, these roprosentatives
remonntrated and threatened to demots bim and plase in his
phead 8 god more mmonable to thelir will snd good intuntions

It was at this point that the Hebreows, who had hoen
for a long tinwe looking for a god of thely own and who wes
well acguainted with thoir own posychology and visw of 1ife,
aleo adoptad the idel ¥Yshweh ma thelir gole god and taskmaster.

Having beon a practical ruaral slave owner and, in his
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own opinion, an exceptionally good erganizer of hovdeg and
hordea of slaves, he dragged the multitwies ontrusted to hinm
to the desert of sinal, the shrine of the goddess 3IN, and
whore he gavs them a Law written on slabs of stons, gincs
their hoarts, no softer then obeldian, would not yield to the
nawser blows of the presont okiliful Lawgiver

Then, during sbout forty days, and fopr cenburies aftor
wards, he added to the basic Law a lengthy and cumborsome Som-
montary of aver a thousand pages in length, sll in very small
type, which gsontained thousends of new injunctions, md pro-
sopba, and thrasts, and cursen, snd the moet bisarrs enmlgas
of extransous matiey that 1% soemod coplsd almost werbatim
from Bocacelo, Casa Hova, the Memorias of the Gesbape; the
private Diayy of 8%alin, the histoploal desds of Genghlis ¥han
and Temerlens, wmuch of the irabisn s and all the objege

tional passeges found here and thers in the universal literature.

It s oasy %o soe what the final results wounld bo.
¥Yabweh himeolf was appalled st thoewm and, befors the Holy cone
gregation of the Blue Hoses might diswiss him for his ineffi-
oiont handling of a business that rsquired the povwer ond wige
dow of an alert God, he decided to take the most drastic moape
ures that any god had ever drsamsed of » Hothing less than %o
send his PIRSY BORM 30R down to Barth o undeyrtale a supay-
lative revival g la Billy Graham, whieh revival would turn the
heart of swery sinner to Jesus Christ (Yahwen'a Son); and make

thelr salvation as cortein &y that of the great raviveliat
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himself who sonfidently stated in ans of his Ged inspired
sermons that his heavenly nishe had long ago baen readied
for him, beoanse of nis unsheken Failth in his lLord Jeasus
{hrlnt, %ho assured him »f this he Aldn't gay.

850, Josus gams down to Baprdth te live in axtrewo poverdy,
to proach a dootprine of love and tolearance, to suffer humiliaw-
tiom and opprobrium at the hands of the Pherisees and all
k¥inds of archhypoerits, and finally, the shameful dgath o&f &
someon oriminal shedding every drop of his divins blopd to
wash away the sing of wmankind which hencsforward would bs a
pure of fering o the heavenly Father by the sacpifice of

his Son, Josus.

But the parbdicular item I want o paint out to you in

ates ol aver writien-«-GODIS HORD-eia $00 gtartling,
teo revoaling, and I wan?t %o use it was & goldan key to lock
the wost amezing Book evar wpitten, for ever, and even forget
it as the most extraordinayy and unoxpectod Hightmare any
goaker alter trunth oould look oy, I shall see vou agein

somevhare on one of the last pages of this report.



The dlsoovery made by eur prewising "Philoscpher”, as
most of hls felloe wen preférrsd o eald hiw, wag guite rew
mmrkabia for one wﬁé»kaﬁ fust wmeda hiz debut into She ranks
@e  But it must be elearly undsrstood from the
wta@%g that all i all, it suffsped fwam # bit of faulty l@g&%
whish, m@wa?@r, did pob dotrdst a great desl from ibte intwinsis
valug #s 2 spuy and incentive to further Lhinkine and lively
debete smong the intsllsctusl slite of the Goscendentis of the
Tdenie pionoers. |

Rigereuslw speaking, the eenciunsion arr&vaa at b “"Tha
?hiiasm@hswﬂw wag not a resl Facly for it ladked the proof

whiech waz nesessary te estublish it as eushs But as & Helief

1% wem of puch a kind that thore spowed 6o be the stropgest
liksiivood thad the proef would soon be found thed wowld shange
it to & real Fast. |

Baturelly, both he and the brightest portion of the
commnity hed never Prequentsd éhﬁ dispubations of Aristotle,
Jehn Ihma Souts oy Thomas A%%ilnm and , ti;émi?@m? they were
not at all sequalnted with the hale splitbing distinetions
wsed by the philosophers, for whidh redaon 1t wonld no® bew
woove we ta be tog &mﬁing of the innipisnt philosophers

Thus arvse the wiverssl prustice among thelsr sucenssors
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of conpideving as real fucts the gpinlons and heliefs they

wost earnestly wished to be Pagts, sapecially those rslated

to the supernatural and eternal, as 1f a strong wiah on sush
wmatteras csould change & belisf into a peal fact, = dsiusion
which wo, who happen to know betier, atill hold and gherish
ag the aeme of the higheat soncept of TRUTH.

Thia 42 arn eyror of the groatest mugnitude whicsh inevi-
tably lesds mankind to the illusory conclusion thebt the aexiste
ence of God, of sngels and demons, of heaven and hell, ete.,
ate., ars peal Faets, when they are nothing more than figments
tom, which is squivalent to saying that the

ehristian world has lived the last twe millenias in the derkeat
arror lmeglnabls, with great hopes of etornal rewards whish
can never maberialise, for thoy arsp also figmente of menis

minds .

Agoording to the "AMERICAN COLLEGE DISTIONARY® (RANDOYW
Houss, 1964), theso terws ars thua defined:

thi Sun, And T H, and the Sta he dends

the seas and aﬁv tha hrea& aa the f&alda, %m@ chemiorl
elementa that esmpoﬁe the Sarth, or whatever any one
et sge or touch, or sheserve and examine by meens of
the five sonBas.

ELIEE, on the cthar~hand, ig the ‘a-vie‘&an of the
ko of something on srounds m&%ﬁ ' FLord

BLITIYE Knowi Lkh@ aa Tor inatands, the eniut snce of
oG, ohe virgin birth ﬁr tho raan@raatian of Jeosus,
hia asgant to haaven, the agswepiion of Bary, the
axistenoe of witchss, of telking sorpenis and 28888cees
all of them simple dreams, or nightmares; exlsting
anly in the disturbad n of thelir croators or of
thoge who aecgept them w&%hau% peoof.
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a1, for its pavrt, asomowhat associated with Hplie
may afined as the TRUST ORE PLACER IR THE AGERT O
ANY REVELATION OR INFOHRATION, Por instanes, I sm cone
vinged that I am the aon of my parents, through faith,
baeaune I trust my poronts who ae informed we.

Waw, all the concupts I have of anything whatever,
way be properly classified es facts or belisfs, heliefs
never beocoming fagbs wnbll they are proved to be s, You
may have the strongest belief in God; but that deoes not glve
you the certainty that he roally exists until his existence

{8 unegquivooally proved which, by the way, 6en never happen.

The notions or condepts that express £aels are the
result of ments euperiense verifisble by Man's reasoning pewse
on the impressiona of the things in guestion on the five wants

BENBOS e

Beliefs, on the othayr hend, opinions, hypotheges,
guosses, droawms, ete., are the annlogical product of mant's
fantasy, have no propsyr existence axeept in certain abnormal
winda, "

All notions of things pupornetural and thelr charage
teristic qualitien, oporations and activitics attributed to
thowm, as algoe the multifarious aspsets of any kind of supsre
atition, all balong to the sams cabtegory of i{dle dremms, oan
never b proved ag faects, can never yield any positive knowie
odps.

Only God himself, 1 hs really existed, could apprise
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ue of his wysterlous arcans, but being unimowable, =6 Herbevd
dpencer and common senas have 1%, enly fallible wen has proe-
sumed to do av. It 83 as 4f a basteriur presumed $o give us
£11l and acoupate Iinformadtion of the whele Soilar Systom and
of the atarry radietions Shroughout the 1ife of the Cosmom.

Dess any paraon know with abaolude cevrtainty of a single
instence, prosent or mst, of a communication betwoen 0ol and
any man? Of course, I am not referring to hysterical, uge
belonged, superuystic, vislonary or suparstitlous persems,
grackpots in the popuder jargeon, often suvbjset to hallusinge
tiong, or wndor the influance of slaochol or drugs, like Paul
ef Tarsus, or the dreamer of Patmes) but Lo normal porsons,
falrly intelligent, physieally and peychologically normal,
devoted to truth and & feo 0 sil sham snd overy kisd of
dscopbion.

Bas sush o porson over tesiifisd seriously to a commumie
oation with OGod, or that God had spoken to him or beon spokon
%3 by him? As far as I hove boon able to deduse Srom any
saored or profane gourcs vhalever, guclh o porson iz yet to be
born, and I challengs any one to give me valid proefs ¢o the
gontrary.

The ddea of God or gods, =nd his or their attributes,
nperations and activivies, wus not one of divine revelation,
but it sprang from FEAR and IGRORANCE of ¢ause and effect,
togother with wants inclinatlon and aptness to anthroposorphise
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and voduce everyihing to hunah Taros.

on witneseing the fearful manifesiations of a veleanie
eruption, of ths tromendousg destructive agtion of an earihe
gutke, of the omingus veoics of the thundsr and the mehaging
tongues of fire of lighitning, men cannot forpget the faet
that he himself is cmzxam% aof producing the smme kind of
phenomena, though miercgeoplually reduted in size and intenw
sity, é&hiﬁh loads him Yo imagine the oxistence of a maniiks
gigantie Boing, hiddon somewhore ameng the ¢lowds, as the
souge of suoh phenomena. This Being he ¢alls God snd avound
hiw he soon built a pantheon out of his imaginings.

5it 4t was not 8ll horrorg and terrors that lupressed
him in his daily iife. Ofton the Sun wonld shine beight and
warm, ealm would provail &ll arownd him, the snimale in the
Pislds would gambol and rejoiee, the bountiecs of the land
would grov end siltiply amasingly, snd the whole world would
proaent Che aspect of a Perrsstrial parsdise.

Thus the Sun would be their firut Ged, and innumerable
other gods would follow in the order of thuir importancs
until sech pantheon was £ilied to the satisfaction of thoir
dovoteons, or in the meeoure of the inborests of the ordera
of prigats who wers nok siow in recognlsing the seonomical
valug of such vingyards.

Once in the snddle the holy dromes would nover again
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relinguiak Gthe power they had uwewrped, but weuld rather weavse
Sighter the mesh that enclosed the falthiul as the unesutionn
insect cauvght in & spider’s wab. Thelpr feritlle lmagination
was coaaslosaly ocooupisd in the fabricatien of new dovicss o
tighton more and mors the chalins of thelr camplalamnt slavea,
and invent every couceivable dogsa which the herd was supposed
to bholl ave, o agoopt witheubt proof, under the pain of etesrnal
dazmation, %o belisye overy absurd thing, overy Ligment of
the priests' minds bocems their true religlion and the fst and
certain roward of the Holy drones,

thy did religion bocome the worst plegue thet afflieted
humanity for twenty or thirty thousand years, nors grisvously
than all the plagues of Asla, Afriea, snd Amorica put togsther,
and acoocuntsd for more victlme thsn all the wers that have
eaged througheut the world during the whole aéaﬁ of 1% history
of hate and sgnszeless otrifet Boswuse in ndring their gods
men were unable b0 fxpart to then the most esasntlal of thelr
attributea, the ability of dispoaing everything ao that men
would naturelly abhor sny kind of wrong doinge Babt how could
mon iwpart to the gois somothing that they themeslves did not
pOSHBAST

It all nappened like im the disappearsnco of & queen beo
from a prosperous snd welletiended hive, The orphen bees dthoosse
one af thalir clase to be the new gueen. Yhey prepare {or her
a suitabhle ¢sll, serve her with enly royal feed, appoint for
hor a body guard and the iladies in waiting Yo take gare of her.
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ia dus time the new yusen begine $o lay 65mS..sbub...had bat
Hew dhildven ave @il deenos with not 4 single worley among

‘them, snd withoub workers there won't be any howey, and withe

out honey svery mewber of the family will dis. Thia gusen
was net & Grue quoen, bub only & make-balleve gusen; en wid

maid that nd misged Her my%ﬁ;i m‘i@m; wmg whigh a1l the

virgln quesns ave fertilized for Lifes o, the olimax of
this mbet interesting ebury 1o net w hive véﬁi@fw mm e
s W%m‘s, and some drones; followsd by hmy&@m
iamtmg with the neetor of the Goda, buk ratbor a dirge of
donn mﬁ infinite wadness.

Sust as the ene sharied ’W pwn whets they %@Mﬁd 0
oroate thelr gods, they &&msw:}.ma not baing g@é&a Em@s Hen
faiiinde, wipalk, halplens, sl iafinitely limibted.
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REABDHN : PARAMOUHT %RITEE*’%IO% OF THRUTH

hrecording to the definition given above, the FiAlTH OF

QUR PATHERS, as well as our own, has never been the faith in

God which is supposed %0 be nacesasry to mants salvation, bub
faith in man who has no clajws a% all on our Lyusgé.

It was he who made ug te ageept as » fact (believe) thaﬁ
the words of the Bible wern God's YWord when, as a matiter of
fact, they were his words, not God's., Has he, then, any right
to our trusi?

It s faith in Jesus who himself, by implieation, denied
his divinity, as we shall ses later, that kesps alive the HOPE
of obarnal salvation of the Christian world, with s single
exception ag fay as I mowe This notahle-exeepﬁien is the
famed avangelist BLl1l Grahem. ile does not hgpe, he knows fop
gartain that his plaocs of honor at the right hand nide of
Jesus has bgan ready for bim aines the foundations of Chrigte
dnnity wors laid down by Paul of Tarsus. Forbtunate Bill who
doas lnaw, while evsrybedy else only hopos, and to hope is
Just wianful thinking, the atulf dresms are mede of, Drasms
as sterile as the sands of the Gobi desert, or the verborrhes

of the sleogquent and claver mmn of thse world.

Almost everybedy bellisves in Ged, Butbt who knows what
God is, or whethar ha is (ozmists) or not? liorbert Hpencer
echoed the wniversal feeling in regard to this matior when
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by meaneg of his sengesg.

50, whatever man thinke he lnows about God {s just
what othey men, fmllible and deseitful, told them. Hen have
only imagined Ged, and imaginings have no proper subatance,
do not oxist in themselves. It is as 1f a bscterium tried
t0 give us the facstual deseription of the Universael e
might possibly belisva, that is, aecept as a fag%, the proe
noungemant of the miorcscopic screature, but its reality would
necessarily be as far from the fagt as the beacterium was from

the lagt 1imits of ¢he Universs.

Now, sverything we aetually lmow, or think we know,
about God, or in any way related 0 God-wths lnknowableese ave
‘ 1828, bellefa, and no forse of will, or the
consensus of any numbar of other bolievers, can aver bt &
single belief inte fast.

Por ths Christien, whose selvation depends essentially
on hie faith, all the dogmas, tenots, precepts, ote., which he
wust bolisve as pasl and teug, aro contained in the Bible, GODYS
WORDa 1% follows, therefors, that the statements of the Bible
can never admit of an error, & contradiction, a lie, an inmope
ality, ote. In such a ¢ass the responsibility weuld bs Godis,
whieh, in its %urn, would be eguivalent to s denisl of God.
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owevar, sush errors, contradlotions, lies, pmamﬁséa
never Tulfilled, crimes unimaginable, £ill up a good part of
the sesred racord; as will be soon in the following Shapbter.

How, bthe general aoncept of God fop both the Christisns
and any true religiovs pordon, 15 that of a Supreme Heing,
gunipotent, Omnisclent, unohangeable, Infinitely Good and

Infinito in all hie Divine attributes. If this coneept 18

avar oontradicted by his own wttarances, by his own BORD, thet
is infalllible proof that he i& no God, end that he decaeived

us most sharefully.

How gan one £ind oubt concayning this mattery Hot by
the slick explanations or interprstations of priests, prophets,
or raving mannor of any strife, not by quoting other toxts of
the revered book, not by the theological subbillities of theo-
logiang or of thae Fathers of the Church, but by one's oeon
REASON which was given us, no matter by whom, nor in shat
form, for no othey purpose than ©o diatinguleh the truth Srom
Palgehood,

This is not te say that wan s mnlways abls te discover
the truth of things, but it wmost euphatically wmeans that, for
the individual, the only truth is that which is revealsd to
him by the agensy OFf his own rsason. o 12t others do the
reasoning Tfor him, by abdicating our own rsason in Javor of
the roason uf others, is tantamount to lowering himsell to
the level of the brutes which he considers entirely deveid
of that faeulty.
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Koges was not certain, and so 4id not belisve that
Yahweh had given him a real mandate for him to fulfill until
Yahweh himself gave him the sign he hed asked in confirmation
thersof, saying: "I am that I am" sent we %o you to deliver

you from the slavery of Tgypb.

Doubting Thomas also reasonad that he could nod aecant

as real fact the resurreetion of the Hasiter, until he was

sllowed to find ocut by himeolf that Jesus had reaslly been
crucified and deed. Jesue understood, and consented.

Jesus himeelf advised his disciples not to beljeve
the hordss of prophats and ghrists who in his time roamed
the stronts, roads and byways of Iarasl and Judesh 1ike stray
dogs, proclaiming their messianic misaions., Ha, thersfore,
osutionad his diselples, saying: "Take heed that ne man do-
ceivoa yoessofor ﬁhawa shall arise Christs, and shall make
great signs and wonders in 5o mueh that, if 1%t wers possibila,
thoy ahall deceivae the very elect. Bsholdi I told you bafors.
Bolleve 1t not." Watt., XXIV, B85, 26.

In this warning he mude his dissiples to undepstand
that no raysiation, his own included, ehonld bve accopted as
trus until verified and saneticned by the sgency of onels

o9 P2ndon.

His wamning is juet as valid teday since svery word
in the Bibls is men's and not GODYY WORU. 4And all moen are
fallible, deoeitful, and liara: "Dunj
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arg liaves, 4t 48 sald 4in Pa, 110:11, and, thersfore; no man
deserves to bs Lrusted blindiy, but every word of his should
be analyzed by onals rosson snd only acsepted if 1t agress

with the dictates of onets reason.

Evan supposing that 4¢ was 0od who dictated or inspirad
the contents of the Bible, how 4id we come t0 lmow of that
fact? Yst by the word of ment the prophets and prissts, of
whom God 48 reported to hawe said, Jar., XXX, 31: "Prophets
prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their mesna,”
And slthough Yahweh deslarsd that be himself was the insplirey
of the false propheciss, hs atill gooms uneympathetic towaxrds
both the prophets and the prissts who beayr rule by means of
the prophots.

411 which they and our parents and friends t0ld ua
about God, or aboutl anything supemastural, bad not the least
sguwblange with reality, could give to no one any idea whatever
of any hypothetic Supreme Being, All wnich they aaid and pro~
claimed during the entire spsn of the History, were only hypo-
theses, dreonms, guesses; uhverifiable imaginings, that gan

naver be tumed into faets ox renlities.

of eourss, not everything in the Bibly is false; vile,
wiocked, coprupt, and unworthy the sight and consideration of
man. Although $te shorteomings are s goandal to the plous
who may happen Lo read tha whole of it (a very rare oscurrence),

1t 15 undeniable that thery are in it a feow jewols of great



34
plety, meany edifying passages of loftisst ldeals.

fnt fontt this juet sz true of the sacred books of the
false raligions and of sll thse profane 1iteraturey

Here are a fow guotations from hesthon sources to
prove this point,

"Iraat no ons with disdain, “ith patience hoay
reviling language. «ith an angry wan Be NeVer AngrYe
slessinge give for cursss.” Manu,

".ove your noighbor as yoursslf. Do to anothepy what
you would he ghould 4o unto yous and do noet unto snother
that your would he should not 40 uvnto youp and do not wnto
another that you would should he not do unto you. Thou
only nesdent this law) 1t is the foundation and prineiple
of 21} ths rasd. Acknowledge thy benefits by %&@ raturn

of othap bhenefits, but never rovenge injustises.” Confusiug.

"The evil-minded man is guielk to ses his najighborts
f&ul%a though swall as wanbard sesd, but he turne his
aves Stoward hﬁa gen though a5 larga as bilva frult he
none destrias.” Hahs) _of the Ramaya

v Do not to gthops which 4 dons to thee wald causs
— thoe palng This is the gum of duty.” Idems

"Po feed the hungry, to give drinlk to the thirsty,
to ¢lothe the naked, t@ buyy the doad, loyally to sepve
the king, f@rm the firat ﬁuﬁy of & piloua wan and falthe
Tul subject.® fhe Hogk of the Deads {incient Egyet).

"Te injure no one by thought, or word, or desd; to
give to others and h@ hin& Lo mil*atﬁis ia the Qﬁ%&%ﬁﬂ%
duty of the good. Righ-ainded wen delight In doing
goold without a thought of thelr oum intayess; whem

they confer g han&f ¢s on otheps, they reekon not in
favops in veburn.” The Mahabavaba,

"In granting or refusing 8 requost, o man obitains a
propor ruls of action by looking on nis nsighbvor as
himself." Idam,

ﬁe read in tho Scxipbures: "I, tho Lord, am a jealous
visiting the iniquities of fne fathers noon the
A sniié@an into the third apd fourth genoratios of them
that hate mes" Bx., 1T, B.
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Cenfusiug, on the otheyr hand, waintained that the
vissg ef parents are no disgrace to thelr senss

Flato szid that the dighonor and punishment inflicted
on pavents should not be attributesd to thofir ohilldren.

For Seneee thepre was nothing wmore mnjust than to hold
the childron rosponaible for the sins of thelr parents.

doeratos advised us not teo pay with svil for the eovwil
they did to ua,

such pretepts of right sondust, nantedating Josus by
many eenturies, and often attrilmited to hiw, could be
multipiled ad infinitun, and eould serve ne obiest
logson to many of the go-enlled saored writors who
aight learn o fev good things from the pegen leglslae
ters and philosophiors.

The views of the churth, on the other hand, in ragavd
to the Hibis, 1s not appreciably different from that followed
by the so-galled FATHERS and DOCTORS of the Chureh before and
during the #ilddle Ages. The wmest glaring errors; contracics
tions and other shortdomings, that the nost ignorent parson
aan detect at a gianse in the biblical text, are not noticsd
at ali by the ecolesiastic authorities or ave passed over as
1f they 4ld not oxist, just ag they wers treated by the
FLTHERS and DOCTORE of the Ghurch during all the centuries
of the dark ages and of the hodttest theolegioel dobates.

I could pever understand this attitude. It appoars &6
w88 encoedingly dishonest and even dangerous to the intovasts
of the Churthe

Everything the Blble says, tmay; feldo evponsous, eonw
tradictory, cbsaone or indifferent, 12 84111 aceopbed blindly

by the pood Christian, and be all considersd the WORD OF Q0D

tiers 45 a stlwmm declaration of the first Comneil of the Yatiocans
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“These books (which compose the #ible) are sasred and
canonical bheeasune thay sontain revelation withous
arror, and bessuse, written by (nspiration of the

Holy éhaa%, they have (ed for theiy suthop,”

To which leo AIII addas:

"It will naver be permitied...to supposs that the
sacred writers could commlt any eryor...They glve
in exsct langurge with infallible truth, thas
whidh God hed commended them apd nothing alascsce
“ithout that God would not he the author of ths
saored Soriptures in thair integrity.®

Thase are indeed hrave wordsl But I shall leave wy
readerg by themselves to verify thelr acouracy visw-awvig the

quotaticns from the Bible itself which will feollow forthwith.

The Bible alleges, and so do theose who profess to be
ita guardians and faithful interpreters, that every word it
sontrine is God's word, therefore infallible and not subject
%0 any poasible erpror. Of pourse, this would be trus 4f the
Bible ware the word of God, bubt a8 4t in fact contains inrume
erable eprore and matter that is not conacnant with the idea
of e PERFECY supreme basing, it proves that 1t 18 not the WORD
OF GO

As far as we Imow, Ood never deigned & reveal himself
or his divine areana %0 you or to ms, 6r Lo any ons ¢lse, nay
do the liea the writers of the fible 4indulged in so freguently
give them the right to be trusted at ell. It behooves us,
therafore, te acnsult eur reason, the only arbiter of all ocur
boliefs end convictions, and ses what way be wrong, or right
in the atatements of the sacred writers, for sur renson 1s
the light that proceded all other lighte, that 4s, the volices
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of the goda or of other won, or of dreams, or of werys halluw

ecinationg, or of the whizpors f W00 saghr and enthousiastie
propagandists, and oven of the bable induged by slevkel and

drngs, Thns we find Shad our peranpunt oriterion of tyuth

f3 oy REASOH.
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BIBLY. SUOTATIONS DESIONED 10 PROVE
THAT THE REVERED BOOK IS ROT TIE %ORD OF 00D

THE CREATION
The sssentiala of this story are not original with

¢ TR UNIVERGE

the Bible. ‘Thsey were borrowed from the Cilgamesh of the clay

tableste of Babylon, now the possession of the British wuseum,

| In copyling the plot of the Babylonian spie they made all the

necessary changes of noamos and pleaoss 8o as to have it look
like a plece of Jawish history which, guite naturally, was
plaood at the beginning of what we might eall the Jowish sage,
as the Pirpt book of the Pentatouch.

Two divine Lsings are here initroduged aa the Makers of
the Universe: Eighim (1iterallyw-the Godsg) and YARNIH
(Jehovah), e primitive Semitlc idol which became the faverite
god of the tribs of Judah and othsr paoples asouth of this
kingdoms ¥With the development of the veligious boliefs
among the Jews, the gods (¥lohim), bosams 20D, simply, to give
to their religion the tone of monotheism, while in praatice
all the Jews cmmtinued to wership indifferently all the Semitie
gode, probably over a dozen of thewe. The doveobess of the sombey
and enslly lrritable Yehweh ealled him thg lord, or the lLord

god, for the samo POASON.

Elohiz appsars (0 have besn the wain and loftisry agent

in the crsation and government of the Universe. Yahweh, on
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the other hand, wore earthy and closer to the barbaric ways
of the Judeans, seemed to act more as a plaglarist of the
works of Elohim, his more brillient and inventlve rival.
Naturally enough, he was often at odds with his colleagues,

as we shall see in some of these quotations.

This is made guite evident in the following two versions
of Creation as rendered by the Eloists and the Javiasts, the
first expressed in the first chapter of Genesis plus three
paragraphs of the second chapter; the second version as it
appesrs beginning in the fourth paragraph of the second chap-
ter and continuing through the next chapters. The result of

the double authorship is as follows:

ELOHIM (the gods, but always YAWWEH (the Lord or the
referred to in this first Lord God in the second
version of Creation as God). version).

Is the author of everything. Is also the author of everything.

Created everything in & days. Created everything in one day.

On the 34 day he made grass, Made the man first and only
fruit trees, and man two afterwards did he plant the
days later. Garden of Eden.

Made the man by the word Hade the man of clay.
of his mouth.

On the 4th day he formed all Made the man alone and only
animals, male and female later on did he carve Eve
made he them. out of one of Adants ribs.

On the lat day he sitted Descended to the Earth,
upon the c¢ircle of the moulded the clay with his
Earth (Isa.,XL. 42) own hands in order to make
and spoke end every=- the man and all animals,
thing was made by the but not the birds; planted
word of his mouth. trees, spoke to the man and

the serpant, carved Eve out
of Adam'!s rib, all Creation
being the work of his hands.
Ps., 119, v. 73.
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- Twa dlsparets storiss abowl the sanme event emnnod bs
beth truss, 4nd am we ignore which fa the tvus one, 12 any,
the only alvamative 1s to rodent hoth of thews And, of
tharse, peltler o nor sore Gods would be likely to bsooms

a8 wminad e #y the fexnt indlgatas,

Hamaris  That the Jews wepn polythsists, a3 least wngil
the great Babrylonian Balle, is o reourvent themp of the groal
propheta of Isrssl. One of the maior prophets, %Yzeliel; sives
& complate adgount of their dontinvous fdolateyy from thelw
sujoumn In Mpwpt up %o his wn Gims That, 1F vy add the Sime
they 1ived in Palastine pyiop thaly migration %o lprsse X%
oRy e sald that thay were idolateve and fallie worshipese
durdng 21l thelr history, with e wxeoption of Pt of the
thwe batween the snd of the grest Ixilse to ety dispersion
effsotad bty the Homeng. ind, of sourss, they had always at
Agnat e Gedel Flobim Who, in the beginning, way vather e
eangregation of gods, and sehorah, both of whom the shitstlan

seet inherited snd e3il1 worshipa.

On pleeing Adsm in the Uardan of tden, Yahweh told
Atams "Of avery Sres in the Geyden Theu wsy freely eut, but
of ths tree of imowledge oF good and svil. thou nhnlt not ond
ef 1%, 2225 oy L »
@he." Gén., £l 16,3%,

Bt in #hay&éw’?, % &, the samn insoired wzhter saypst
“ARL the deye thed Adam Lived were 930 veurs smd he
?ﬁ@ eontrediction oouldnit be more glaring. Bet aincs the

gaared writsr thongnt 4% propar to o pat this pledte of inforpse

tion in Whe Lovdts mouth Lt 1@ heped thel the emtradlstion
18 omly apparants ”
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Then, according to the same writer who gould not

commlt any error, as stated by Leo XIII, the Lord began to

punish the culprits, as they deserved. To the woman he
sajd: "For your transgression, in sorrow thou shalt bring
forth children." Gen., III, 16. Now, the anatomy of the
woman being what 1t is could she bring forth children in any
other way? All the other mammals are subject to pain under
similar circumstances. Did they also eat of the forbidden

fruit?

To the serpent he sald: "Because thou hasgt dons this...
upon thy belly shalt thou go and dust shalt thou eat all the
days of thy life." Gen. III, 14. Again, how could the snake
go in any other way without legs? And has anyone ever sean
an ophidian eat dust as its ordinary fare? A god of the

fields and open spaces, Yahweh, would not make such a blunder.

NOAH'S ARK AND HIS MENAGERII

To save the seed of the animal world, just before the
¢ataracts of heaven wers to be opsned, God (Elohim) said to
Noah: "For every living thing, two of all flesh shalt thou
bring into the ark to keep them alive with thee, thsey shall
be male and female." And Noahdid as ordered.

Then Yahweh, the Lord God, rushed to Noah and saild to
him: "Come thou and all thy house into the Ark...0f every
clean beast, thou shalt take to thee by sevens, the male and

his femsle: and of beasts that are npgt clean by two, the male
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and his female.® And Noah did as commanded.

The orders are contradictory, but there is no real
contradiction here because these orders were glven by two
different Gods, each of whom had a perfect right to his own
opinion. Wy objection consists In the fact of two indepen-

dent gods, when the Jews were supposed to be monotheists.

OF PROPHECY AMD PROPHETS

"5 wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the
land: prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule
by their means; and the people love to have it 80." Jer. XXX,
31., But should the priests and the people be blamed, when
the Lord himself said: "If the prophet be deceived when he

has spoken a thing, I, the Lord, have deceived that prophet.”

Ez., XIV, 9. However, what prophecy and prophets are, may:be
better illustrated a propos the flight of David from the

wrath of Saul?

"David fled and escaped, and came to Samuel to Ramsah
and told him all that Sauvul had done to ﬁim. And he and Samuel
went and dwelt in Nailoth. And it was told to Saul saylng:
Behold, David is at Naioth in Ramah. 4And Saul sent messengers
to take David: and when they saw the company of the prophets
prophesying, and Samuel standing as appointed over them, the
apirit of God was upon the messengers of Saul and they also
prophssied. And when it was told to Baul, he sent other mes~-
sengers, and they prophesied likewise. And Saul sent other

messengers again the third time and they prophesied also.
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Then went he (Saul) also to Ramah: and the spirit of God was
upon him also, and he went on and prophesied until he came to
Naioth in Ramah, and he stripped off his elothes alsg and
prophesied before Samuel in like manner, and lay down naked

211l that day and all that night." I. Sam., XIX, 18, 24.

Can you appreciate this very edifying manner of
prophesying?

FROM_A FALSE PROPHECY 4 DOGMA IS BORN

Most gods and many famous men of antigulty were believed
to have been concelved by virgins and fathered by other gods.
This belief was as tenacilously held by the whole pagan world
as the most venerable dogmas are held today by the Christian
world. The Jews of the time of Christ were steeped in the
superstitions of Greeks, Romans and of Asla Minor and beyond,
and many shared much of their cultures. The authors of the
Gospels themselves were so tainted with the pagan mythologies
that the historiographers of Jesus could not ignore that most
important requisite of a great man. Matthews did just that
in the Gospel attributed to him. After diligent search he
found in Isalah a bilt of false prophecy which, with a few mod=-

ifications, he adjudged a clear argument in favor of the little

myth with which he intended to enrich the biography of Jesus.
The famous prophecy as Matthew reasrranged it, says:
Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall

bring forth a son, they shall 6all him Emmanuel.
Matt., I, 25.
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Now this prophecy, which was actually false as you will see,

uses the Hebrew harah for the phrase shall be with child.

But harah, being a form of the preterit, means conceived, or

did congceive, which makes a lot of difference.

Remark. The word virgin used by Matthew was si ly
one of those pilous frauds which are not 1nfrequ§§t

in the Bible. The word used in the original prophecy
is almah, a marriasgeable young woman, who may or may
not be a virgin in the true sense of the term. When-
ever the Hebrew texts refer to a de facto virgin, they
always employ the word Bethulah whenever the fact of
their virglnity is to be established. Soms examples:

"The damsel (Rebekah) was a virgin (bethulah), neither
° had any man lnown her." Gen. XXIV, 16.

"He shall take a wife in her virginity." {(bethulah)".

Lev, XXI’ 13,140

"If a damsel (naarah) that is a virgin (bethulah)", be
betrothed unto a husband...." Deu., XXII, 23.

"If any man take a wife...and say...when I came to her,
1 found her not a maid (bethulah)...Deu., XXII, 13,14,etc.

Besides being false and fraudulent the interpretation of the
word almah, the whole prophecy is unblushingly false, for it
was not rulfilled in any of its partss Let us see what the
prophecy says and the outcoms of the ravings of the so-called
prophet.

Ahas, the King of Judah, having received the intelli-
gence that the kings of Syria and Israel were marching against
him was, naturally quaking in his boots. But Isaiah assured
him that hewould be victorious, in proof of which the Lord
gave him a sign by the mouth of the prophet;-saying: "Bshold,
a virgin (almeh) shall conceive (harah} and bear a son, and
shall ¢all him Emmanuel." Isa., VII, 11,14.

The result of the battle is given in another sacred book

(2 Chr.) of the Bible, since Isaiah thought it wise not to
say another word on this tileklish subject. Here is that bit
of history of the Jewsa:

"Ahaz...reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem; but he did
not that which was right in the sight of the Lord...Wherefore
the Lord bhis God delivered him into the hand of the King of
Syria; and they smote him, and carried away a great multitude
of them captives, and brought them to Damsscus. And he was
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also delivered into the hand of the King of Israel, who
smoted them with a great slaughter. For Peksh...slew in
Judah an hundred and twenty thousand in one day...and the
children of Israsel carried away captives of their brothers
two hundred thousand, women, sons and daughters; and took
away also mich spoil frop them, and brought the spoll to
Sararia." 2 Chron., XXVIII, 1,5,6,8.

Such was Ahaz's resounding victory, as fallacious
and false as the virginity of the damsel who had already
conceived a son who would be callsd Emmanuel.

I know quite well that the virgin birth of Christ is
ene of the most revered beliefs of countless Christians, and
that I will be damned by every one of them for disclosing
this great sscret. But I did not invent this story. It is
in the Bible for anyone to see ad if some of my readers:
missed 1t, Lt's because the WORD OF GOD is sometimes very
unintaresting reading for those who prefer to believe blindly
any plous fairy tale, rather  than search for the truth them-

gelves by the agency of their reason.

THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS

Various prophets, including Davidvi'ximself, predicted
that the Messiah would be of the lineage of David according
to the flesh, and as his disciples bellsved Jesus t0 be the
Hessiah, Matthew and Luke, two of hils bilographers, in order
to show that the prophecies had been fulfilled in him, traced

his gensaoclogy in the following manner:

DAVID
SOLOMON NATHAN
U L
a
t u
t JACOB HELI
51 k
2]
w e
JOSEPH

JESUS
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Thus, according to Matthew, Jesus descended from David by
the way of Solomon, down O Joseph, who waa the father of
Jesus.

But according to Luke, Jesus descended from David by the way
of Nathan, down to Joseph who, he says, was the father of
Jesus. )

Thus, Jesus is the son of two men, descended from two sons
of David, ancestors of Joseph who was not the father of Jesus.

After eatablishing to Their complete satisfaction the filia=-
tion of Jesus according to the flesh, the two chroniclers pro-
cede to deny what they have just said, contradicting them-
selves in these words.

"Now, the birth of Jesus Christ was in this wise:
When as his mother Mary was eagpoused to Joseph,
before they came together, she was found with child
of the Holy Ghost." Matt., I, 18.

In the version of Luke the angel says to Mary: "Behold,
thou shalt conceive in thy womb, end bring forth a son...
Then said Mary to the angel, How shall 1% be, seeing
that I have no man? And the angels sald to her, The
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the
highest shall overshadow thes: Therefore, also that
Holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called
the son of God." Luke I, 31,36.

Any comment on such naive and childish absurdity is alto-
gether superfluous.

DAVID AND BATHSHEBA

Tt came to pass on an evening tide, that David arose
from off his bed, snd walked upon the roof of the King's house,
and from the roof he saw a woman washing herself; and the
woman was very beautiful to looke upon. And David sent and
inguired after the woman. And one said: is not this Bath-
sheba...the wife of Uriah the Hittlte? And David sent mes-
sengers, and took her...and she retumed unto her housej; and
the woman conceived, and sent and told David, and said: "I

am with child." 2 Sam., II,5.
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Then David ordered Joab to send him Uriah, and the

King feasted him for three days, and on the fouwrth the King
sent him back again with a lstter to Joab on which the King
said: "Set Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle, ami
retire ye from him that he may be smitten and die. Joab did
a8 the King commanded end reported the death of Uriah to the
King. 4nd David took Bathsheba for a wife. 2 Sam., XI, 19,20.
For his sin he only said: "Pecavi" and continued to be the man

according to the HEART of Yshwehiil Is this also Godtls Word?



Singe Yanweh seems to have proposed to argune with
Pharach the case of the eoxit of the Israslites from Fgypt,
1%t 18 raasonable %o think thabt, being God, infinites In powsr
and wisdom, he would notlinéulga in mere sleight of hands,
or in magic, or in juglors! hoocus~pocus, but such was not

the ¢asd.

%hen the king refused for the first tiwe to let his
alaves leave Fgypt, by order of Jshovah;

"iaron cast down his rod bBefore Fharadth.s..
and it bscame a aerpent.” However ths
sopoerers of Pgypt also "ecast down every

ibaghed and diseoncerted by his failurs to sven sus-
peet that the megicisns of Egypt would be able to worst him
at kis Pirst show of strength, he tried another tricl, con-
wincsd that no heathen priestling could this tiwe duplicate
its 8o, he said te his visar:

“"rake thy rod, and streteh out thyne hand upon

the waters of Lgypb..s.that they may become
blood.,.ond Hoses and Aavon did s0..."and all

the wateys of Egypt wore turned to biood,”

hen the btext adds: "And the magiclans of Egypt
4id so with thelr enchantments." (Id., 1G. 19+22).

i“hen such trowendous wiraclea failed to convines
Phayaoh, Jehoveh tame up with a new ideas and:

Rararan streteh out his hand over the watars

of Egypt: and the frogs camé up and covered
the land of Egypt." sAnd the text adds: "And
th% magicions did so with thelr enchentments,”

*y ‘g Wale
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vow Ghe magiolens of Ygypt wore able T change to blooed
the wators that woere already blood and bring forth frogs to
cover the land of ¥gypt thedl wes alvroady £411ed te the briwm
with them, is something that the soorad text does net slusle
date end, %0, weo remsin just as yuzaled as the wise wonarch
appoarad 0 bo. Bubt Jehovah mesnt %o convinee end humilicle
nis edesreary and, so, he asid %o rharach by the mouth of Moses:
®panoid, the hend of the Lord is upon
thy oadtla, upon thy hoReos, upon thy
assen, upbn the camels, upoR the o®an
and upen %he shesp: there shall be n vory
grigvous wurrain,,,and ALL the cattle
can thove be any dcubt thal, after these words of the
Lord, not 8 aingle anieal wag 1eft aiive in the land of Igypt?
snd s34ll, ths very next day Jehoveh docided to kIll the pooy
wenes: once more, for, by bis orded:
wonns and Aaren "took aphes of the
FUINECE .. cand Hosea sprinkled 1%
up towards heaveni and 1t becamwn &
boil brealking forth with blaing upon
man and QEon % agt-’% (%wa?&gig)o
Apparently this new plagus 414 not succesd in killing
the alveady desd snismis for the following day ths lLord tried
to £inish the gory business with hail and fire whieh
"amote throughout ell the imnd of

tgypt 211 that was in e fisld
both mon and beagbs® (5melX, 25}

was the 4riple wassacrs of the innocsnt beasts
somothing real or a simple nightomre of the nmuthoer of this
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divinely inspired boqk? Or it may be that the bgyptian magi-
cians who could bring forth frogs from the bloody waters of
the Nile could produce any number of new horses as fast as the
old ones were slaughtered by the mighty hand of the Lord for,
88 soon as the Israelites started their march towards the
Sinai peninsula, Pharaoh:

"Wade ready his chariot...and he took
s8ix hundred chosen chariots, and all
the chariots of Egypt...and the
children of Israel went out with an
high hand. But the Egyptians pursued
after them, all the horses and chari-
ots of Pharaoh. Ex.X1v,6-9).

These quotations would suffice to show the quality of
the Biblical miracles, but I cannot refrain from adding one

more from another page of the divine revelation.

It happened on the occasion of the sickness of King
Hezekiah. This monarch hated to relinquish the blessing to
which 2ll the oriental satrapas were entitled to and, being
8s superstitious as the humblest of his people, he called
the prophet Isaiah and asked him to give him a sign from the
Lord as to whether and when he would be cured.

"And Isaiah said, This sign shalt

thou have from the Lord, that the
Lord will do the thing that he had
spoken: shall the shadow (of the

sun dial) go forward ten degrees,

or go back ten degrees? And Hezekiah
answered, it is a light thing for

the shadow to go down ten degrees:
nay, but let the shadow return back-
ward ten degrees. And Isaiah the
prophet cried unto the Lord: and he
brought the shadow ten degrees back-
ward, by which it had gone down in the
dial of Ahaz." (2Kings,XX,8-11).
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Shadas of Joshua vhen he mede the sum stay stild
npon Gibeson and the moon in the velley of Ajelent (Jos.X,12).

vvvvv
.......
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8. Then, in wvirtue of previous orders given by Jehovah, the
Israclites, who suddenly won the love and confldence of
the Fgyptians, borrowed (that is, stale) from them all
the gold and eilver they possessed "and spoiled the
’f@‘pﬂ,anse (Ex. X1I, 3B).

pe 9. After thias divinely sanetioned robbery, the people~~wen,
women and children, the old and the infirm, the invalid
and parturient womene~nll, without exzcephion, togathap
with all their gheep, and cattle, and horsea, aﬁpartad for
Hamesses and therein they srrived that same d ay, "and
a nized multitude went alao with them; end fiocks, snd
herds, even ruch cattle.” (Ex.XII,58)e All of which took
place early in the morning of hat some. 48y «

10. After all the people, eattle and sheep arrived in Ramesses,
"even the salf same day it onws ©o pass, thet all the hosts
36 Lord went out from the land of Epypb."

Thus everything that happened from the time the Lord
salled ¥osss and ordered him to instruct the psople on what
they should do to ¢elebrate the pasgover to thelr departure
from Egypt took exsotly 24 hours without the benelit of telew-
phone or telegraph, asutomobile, omnibus, railroad or alrplane,
things which teday, in spite of our fagt means of commmication,
would tske months %0 mdecmplish., If they were %o march in
colums of, say, five abreast the first column would have ample
time to reach half way to ¥ount Sinal weeks bafors the last
column had s ¢hancs to start moving. But since miracles were
the order of the day and nothing happened without the inter-
vantion of Jehovah'!s infinite power, the wvhole performunce is
not at all to be wondered at. For your edifioation resd omrege

fully and oritically the first twelve or fifteen chapters ef

the Ixodus, or all of it, for the unheard of prodigles will go
en wmaltiplying at & very accelerated rate.
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VIIZ.

LOOSE HMORALS OF THE PATRIARCHS

such erude, vulgar and disgusting stories of lewdness
as those found throughout the Bible mould scerasly be compiled
from the vilest of novels. I shall here mention only a few

typicel cases which will give an idea of the tone of the rest.

hs the result of ona of the freguent famines that

affitcted the land that flowed wilk end honey, Abraham migrated
to Egyphks But, before venturing too fer into the acoursed land,
he addressed his octegenarien wife, aayings

"Behold now, I Imow that thou ard
g fair wowan to ook upon; trere=

fore it shell comp to ggga, when
the Fgyptians sha 808 nay thab
they shall say, this is his wife,
and they will ki1l mwe, but they
will save thee alive. Bay, I pray
f ' my sister: that 1t
may be well W me for thy saks.’
(Gone ¥II, 10=13).

The wife had no choloce. Her duly was to obey the
orders of her lord and master. Hoth kmew whatl the result of

the patriarch?’s lie would be, Bat was not his and his wifels

honor a small price to pay for the wreteh's miserable and
useless 1ife, and for the reward he would receive at the hands
of Pharaoh? #And sol

"the woman was taken into Pharaohts
housess.And he (aidbraham) had sheep,
and oxen, and he asses, and manser-
vants, and muidservants, and she
nases, and camelsg." (Gen. XII, 14-61).
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That Abrsham was 2 amart business man, and that Sarah
played well the roll her vile master assigned her, was amply
proved by the mooing of the cattle, the bleeting of the sheep
and the braying of the asses which followed him back to Canaan.
And this craven and vile man and husbend 1s given as a paragon

of virtue to fubture generations.

The text adds: )
"The Lord plagued Pharaoh and his house
with great plagues because of Saral
Abraham's wife." (Gen.,XII,17).
That was just like Jehovaeh. Didn't he know that it
was perfectly lawful for the kings of those good old times to

take as wives any unmarried women they might take a faney to,

even if they were as old and decreplt as Sarah? How could
Pharach guess the lle Abraham had put into her mouth? There~
fore, when the king discovered the patriarch's deception, he
saild to the contemptible husband:

"$hat 418 this that thou has done

unto me? Vhy didst thou not tell

that she was thy wife? Why saidst
thou, she is my sister? So I might
take her to my wife?" (Gen. XII,18,19).

In this whole transaction it was Pharaoh that played
the noble gentleman and deserves our respect and admiration.
Abraham, on the other hand, as the vile, mercenary and con-
temptible husband, only merits our most emphatlc scorn and
reprobation. As for Jehovah, 1t can only be sald that he

was true to form and tradition.
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Since grrare humanum est, cne mlght be inelined to
forgive him if he had repented and mended his ways. But, then,
how would his flocks multiply so prodigiously?

Soon after he returned %o Canaan, the land again stopped
flowing milk and honey, and he and his wife migrated to the
kingdom of Abimeleeh, where the good Patriarch propossd to dupe
llcate his wealth by duplicating his past villainy, and every-
thing happened according to his base and covetous ealeulations.
And again 1t was the king who played the gentleman and the man
of honor, instead of the ioyers and model of all

yibtues. (See Gen., XX).

Isase, who was a true chip of the old bleek, how could
he fall to léarn the practicea that proved so bensficisl te the

inveterate rake of his fathort 8o, as soon as another of the

froquent famines descended upon the R 1 7 11l and
honey, a land that two centuries later his descendents wers to
prefer to the rich moadows of Goshen, Ismad, remembering the
elever ways of his father, also migrated to the kingdom of
Abimelach, enjoining his wife to awoar that she was his siater,
for, being as beautiful as all patriarchs! wives, they lmew
that the king would be unablse to resist her charme and that,

by that innogent ruse, their wealth in oxen, and asses, and
sheep, and ¢mmels, and mansservants and maildservants would be

vastly incrsased, just as it hed happened %o old fathey Abraham.

But Abimelech, whose honor and sense of fair play were
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o 2 higher plane than those of thess patriarchs, suspected
that "such father such son"., 5o, he watched them by night and
what he saw convinced him that Isaae was as shameless a lier
a8 his 0ld man and, being a gentlemen, which Isane was not,
affer scolding the contemptivle wreteh for nhis vile action,
sent him his despleable way though not smpty handed, for bhe
felt sorry for his dejection and extrems poverty. (For pare
tioulars consult Genssis, XAVI,7cee)s

Lot and his dsughters, also the kin of Abraham; knew
how te uphold the great patriareh's tradition. Sinee in this
instance the Sacred Book 48 beyond guoting, I refar the reader
to Gen, XIX,8; end XIX, 30f£f.

One thing, however, that has always puzsled me was the
extreme jgnorance of these bright girls regarding the inhabi-
tants of those parts. They pretendsd to think that Sodoma was
the ghole world while, in fast, they must have Imown of the
exlistence of Abraham, who lived nearby, and of his doughty
arnmy that not long bsfore had routed the ermies of othar five
kings. Ie it likely that they would fail Vo find husbands
emong them, espacially as they must have been as beautiful

a8 Sarsh and other patriarch's wives end daughbers?

The splsode of Judah, the great grandson of Abraham
and Tamar, is wmother jewel in the escubcheon of this bibliosal
holy family. Look it up in your Bible {Gen. XXXVIII).

Anpther no legs edifying, with evertones of wnparsllelsd bru-
tality, ovcaurs in Judges XIX,
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The House of David, the man scgording to the heart of

Jehovah, was just as notoriocus for ibs lecherousngss and im-
worality as that of the first chosen of the Lord to be a sale
utary axample to all mankind. OFf David I shall quote only one
of his many edifying atories;

"It cams to pass in an evoningtide, that David

arose from off his bed, and wialked upon the roof
of the king's house: snd from the roof he saw a
woman washing herself; and the woman was very
vesutiful %o look upon. And David sent and ine
quired afbter the woman. Arnd one sald, Is not this
Bathshebas..the wife of Uriah the hitititet iAnd
David sent messengers, and took her; and she game
in unto him, and he lay with her...and she returned
unto her houss, And the woman eoncsived, and sent
and told David, and said: I am with child." (2 Sam.
IX, 2“5) @

If Bathsheba were single, the astion of Dayid wenld
be perfectly lawful ncoording to the ethic notions of these
times, It was in virtus of such privilege that Pharach and
Abimelech appropriated the giaters of Abrsham and Isaie ras-
pectively. But David was no gentleman., He imew that the
women was the wife of one of hils officers who, at thal very
moment, was exposing his life for the honor of his dishonor-

able master.

However, for the erownsd libertine, the simpls act of
sdultery was a thing of little moment. Bathaheba pleassd him
and, in order to keep her for good, the confirmed rouwe and
wynoonsclonable tyrant hed Uriah coms to him and by this faithe
ful officer he sent this lebtter to Joab, the general of his avmy:
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"Set ye Uriah in the forefront of the hottest

battle, and retire ye from him, that he
may be smitten and die."

And the Sacred text adds:

"And the men of the city (of the enemy)
went out and fought with Joab; and there
fell seme of the people...and Uriah the
Hlttite died also." (2 Sam., XI,15,17).

The terrible Jehovah who punished with death the
two sons of Aaron for using the wrong kind of fire in their
incensers, by mistake, presumably, decided that the great
misdeed of the man according to his own heart should not go
unpunished, asnd so:

"the Lord struck the child that Uriahts

wife bare unto David...and it came to

pass on the seventh day that the ehild
diedo" (QS&MO’ XII,].B)O

David, however, always the man according to the heart
of Jehovah, continued in the best of health and in the enjoy=
ment of the daughters of Israel like the unrepentant Casa Nova

he was.

Prince Amon, another chip of the old block, not satis-
fied with the pick of the sasy=-to-get damsels of Israel, con=-
celved an insane passion for his sister Tamar and tried to
seduce her by any means at his disposal. Thwarted by her

refusal he asked the advice of his uncle Jonadab who said to him:
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"Lay thee dewn on thy bed, and make
thyself sick; and when thy father
cometh to see thee, say unto him; let
my sister Tamar come, and give me meat,
and dress the meat in my sight, that I
may see 1lt, and eat it at her hand.®
(2 Sam. XIII, 5).

Tamar came, prepared his meal and took it te his
rooms

"and when she hed brought it unto him

to eat, he took hold of her, and said unto
her, Come lle with me, my sister. And she
answered him, Nay, my brother, do not

force me...but, being stronger than she,
forced her, and lay with her." (Id., 11-14).

In the book of Esther we find a story as spicy as

any which the Bible offers us as profitable for doctrine,

for reproof, for corrsction, for instruction in righteousness,

ag S8t, Paul has it.

Ahasuerus had a tiff with his wife Vasti, and his
satraps, probably guessing what his pleasure was, counseled
him to banish the queen from the court and give her exalted
position to a more worthy one. The tyrant was delighted and
immediately ordersd all the moat beautiful virgins of the
empire to be brought te the quarters reserved to the women
under the care of the eunuch Hage. Esther, whom her uncle
Mordecail considered the greatest beauty of all Persia, joined
them and, with them, began the elaborate preparations which
would give to each one the privilege of sleeping one night
with the king until, in his great wisdom, he should decide
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which one of them (over a thousand beauties) pleased him
moat and deserved, therefore, the crown of the opinionated

Vastil.

Father, who was not overbashful, was elated at her
singular fortune of becoming one nightts brids of a king, and,
with her Circe's charms, felt quite sure that she would sup=~
plant the other 998 othser virgins and thus purchase the crown
of the 1a7 satrapies that composed the vast Perslan empire.
So, one can imagine how sedulously she employed the six months
allotted to the art of beautlfying herself,

"Wow when every maidls turn was come

to go in to King Ahasuerus...thus came
every malden unto the King...In the
evening she went, and on the morrow

she returned into the second house of
the women...8he came in unto the King
no more, exeept the Xing delighted in
her, and that she were called by name."
(Esther, II, 12-14),

The Bacred text does not glve the number of virgins
that were to submit to the royal experiment but, since it
began on the third year of Ahasuerus! reign and ended four
years later with our heroinet's vietory, it 1s reasonable
to belleve that no less than a thousand virgins were violated
and debauched on the altar of the unlimited lascivia of the
royal monster to be forthwith re jected and thrown to the dunge
hill as a dirty rag, and substituted by the next ones who

might expect the same enviable distinetion.

Imagine what fits of jealouay and Impatience must
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have assailled the demore Esther during those four years of
waiting for the greaetest thrill of her 1ife. But her turm
arrived at last and, without benefit of previous matrimonial
ceremony, the modest and bashful maiden:

"was taken wnto King Ahasuerus into his

house royal in the tenth month...and the
King loved Esther above all the women,
and she obtained grace and favor Iin his
sight mors than all the virgins; so that
he set the royal c¢rown upon her head

and made her gueen instead of Vasti."
(Esther, II,16,17).

That rounding up of a thousand young virgins, as the
cowboys round up eattle in the ranches of america, to look
them up in royal corrals, to fatten them, depilates them, per-
fume them, beautlfy them for months and years for a night of
grand orgy in the erms of an unspeakabls despot, end forth-
with throw them in the scrap heap as rotten fruit, is some-
thing that‘only could be contrived by eilther the Devil him-

self or by Jehovah.

And Estherl isn't she the prototype of the pure and
immaculate virgin of Israsl? What were her thoughts and long-
ings during that endless walting of four years?' Isn't she
the noble model of biblical virtues to be imitated by the
Christian and Jewish virgins the world over? Shouldn't she

be, instead, the patron sailnt of the Victory giris of the

second world war?



Gns of the most froquent ocgourrences in the relations
botwoen Yabweh and his Chosen Feopls was the dAnssne fury ©he
formey visited upon the latter, generalliy on the most trifle
ing provosation or on ne provoeation et gil, I heve & suUse
plelon that the buteher of Lidice must have baon a devoud
reasder of the Old Testawsnd,

Two of the four avns of deron, vho wers acnsvcersted
priests of the Lord, having put the wrong kind of #irs in
thalr insensors, sither through ignorence or mild negligence:

"Thore want out s five Crom the Lopd,

and devoured thor,” {(Leve, X, &),

And, porbaps to gloat mere fully over the dsstepdly
deed, the Lord geve bthie warning to Agron

"Dneover net your h&a&, noither wwnt

your clothes (a0 & glen of mourning)s

lest yo dig, Bnd 488 wra ‘
upon all th@ paayla.” (Iﬁﬂw,x ﬁ}a

Thus Jehovah even dended tho wrstehsd occtogenarien the
sad eonsolation of & feow tears £ro the uwntimely deciss of nis

&anﬁa

“hen alfter an exhaveiing mawreh Shroupgh tho ferbidding
desert the Isreslites cowplained of Fatigue.
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"the Lord heard 4t: and bis angar~waa
kindlod; and the £ixre of the Lopd bhuent
awong thew, and songuspd thom that %@r@
in the utterwost parts of the camp.” {Nuwm.,X¥,1),
iaffering from the pangs of humger the people of
the Loyd moansd and sald:
“Whﬂ shell glve wus flegh 0 gab¥aa..nnd
he angey of ths lLord waes kindled meatly,”
(ﬁum»,xx,&,la}a ind the Lord sent Shem
2 flood of guails of whileh they would el
8o much zmeat "until it 20ms out of yﬁur
noatrils, and it ba loathsoms unto you,’
{}gWP QXI gm) LS
And while the alserable lot vas snjoying for the fivst
time o food wore subetantisl than the manne of the mrevious
dispensatisng the Lord sent agningt them a deadly plague that
deprived s great number of his ehildrsn of their sppetits for

quail foraver.

Kowah, Pathan spd Abirex, snd sbout 280 other prinses
of the Sinagogsu, having besn informed by the lord himself
thet Isveel was "a nation of priputs™; vosented the monopoly
of the prieatly offices held by the brothsr and nophaws of
wosos; and sald so. This Sownded so exceedingly revolutionary
that Hosos appseled irmedlataly o ths Lord, and the Lewd, whe
eiwply delighted in gsush things, ovdoved at onteo the sarth to
opan wider tho feet of the conspirators and swallow them all,
togethar with thelr wives and enllidpans

ind when onh the following day the poople cowplained te

Hoswe, sayings "¥s have ¥illed the people of the Lord. Wwm.xvi,41),
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the fury of Jehovah rose to white heat, and he sent against
the people a plague that exterminated another 14,700. (Id.
id., 49).

Weary agaln of the unappetizing diet of manna, for
they had not tasted any more meat after that flood of quail,
and longing for some besfsteak from the fat hsrds that incum-
bersd the vieinity of their camp, the people murmured in the
hearing of Jehovah:

"and the Lord sent fiery serpents among

the people; and much peopls of Israel died."
{(Num., XXI,8). :

It was on thils ocoasion that the Lord, having appar~
ently forgotten the law he had enacted before agerinst making
images of anything‘in, ebove and below the earth, ordersd
Moses to make s brazen serpent and put it upon a pole, so

that whoever looked at 1t after being bitten by the snakes
might be cured.

It may be remarked, in passing, that the erasction of
this ldol was the ocoasion of much rejoicing, so much so that
it continued to be a very lmportant object of worship among
the Israslites, especilally of the Danites, for the next thoue

sand yéars t1ll the religlous reforms of King Ezekish.

Shortly before their entry in the Promised land the
hosts of the Lord, no different from any others, made all kinds
of misalliances with the daughters of lioab as they had done

before with many others. For some occult reason the Lord did
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not approve of it this time, and ordered lloses, saying:

"Take all the heads of the people and
hang them up before the Lord against
the sun, that the fierce anger of the
Lord be turned away from Israel: slay
ye every one his man that were joined
unto Baalpeor." (Num., XXV,4,5).

The toll this time was only of 24,000 victims to the
wrath of fierce Jehovah. Compare this with what was related

in page 59 regarding the iidianite virgins.

Almost with one foot in the land of Promise and speak~-
ing in the name of Jehovah, Moses says to the whole congrega-
tion of Israel:

"Behold, I have begun to give Sihon

and his land before thee: begin to
possess, that thou mayest inherit his
land...And the Lord our God delivered
him before us: and we smote him, and
his sons, and all his people. And we
took his cities at that time, and
utterly destroyed the men, and the women
and the little ones, of every city, we
left none to remain; only the cattle
we took for prey unto ourselves...
From Aroer...even unto Gilead, where
was not a city too strong for us. The
Lord our God delivered all unto us."
(Deu.,I11,31-36).

And further on:

"The Lord our God delivered into our
hands Og also, the king of Bashan,
and all his people: and we smote him
until none was left to him remaining.
And we took all his cities at that
time...three score cities...and we
utterly destroyed the men, women and
children of every city. But all the
cattle, and the spoil of the cities,
we took for our prey unto ourselves.m
Deu.,III, 3-7).
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Such is the pattern set by Jehovah for the rape of
Palestine, Ruthless slaughter of every human being--men,
Women, and children--innocent or guilty, who may occupy a foot
of land Jehovah had arbitrarily promised to the ancestors
of the Egyptian fugitives, is to be carried on literally, but
the cattle and other spoil the marauders may keep by the will
of the Lord. Massacre, rape, rapine, libertinism, were never
to equal those of the hosts of Jehovah. Genghis Khan, Tammer-
lane, Attila, and Hitler, could learn one thing or two from

the ravagers of Palestine.

I shall close this section with a case of divinely

sanctioned rape reported in the Greatest Book Ever Vritten.

It happened just before the passing out of lioses and the entry
of the Israelites into the Promised Land. For some unknown
reason:

"The Lord spake to iHoses, saying: Avenge

the children of Israel of the Midianites:
afterwards shalt thou be gathered unto
thy people." (Num.,XXXI,1,2).

Twelve thousand warriors were sent 300 miles across
the desert, "where there was no water," reached the doomed
oasis and proceded to kill every man, including their five
kings, and the prophet Balaam who, at that hour, was several
hundred miles away. Then the army of the Lord made captive
all the women and children, took all the sheep and cattle,

put fire to their cities and castles and returned with the

spoils across the same desert without losing a single man,
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and progented esvervtulng to Nooose {HumeXEXEY.

the booty they guthered in the 1ittle Lyibe of
doserd oguaturs conslisted ofe

AGTELIN0 sheap, TE,000 sgen, 01,000 aguss,

dgpém} pordons in all of @m%n ihat hed pot

imown wan by lring vith Hime" {(Hume M¥NXI, A%=38),

Together with the dapiive man (who had besn iiled
4n the babtblol, wosen and esildren, the nuwwber of both hurans
and anlmals was sioes te ane »illim, @f whieh none was logt
i bhe wmareh of three himdesd wiles through 4 deeert whars

sush regel spolls which 434 net cost se rmich e o
single saldler of the iord shouid suvaly gladdan The heard of
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with nim wors jenovistloslly slsughtered in hono® of the
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of Hell, except the kind which Moses left them in the Chapter
XXVIII of the Deuteronomy. The hair-raising curses and impre-
cations of this truly great clessic of its kind, was in itself
a fearful hell to be avoided by all means, which the Jews scarcely
ever did because it very seldom fell to their lot, was abso-
lutely nothing compared to the christian hell. It had no fire
and was out of the jurisdiction of the Devils, and lasted
only the lifetime of the miscreants, while ours is all fire
infinitely hotter than that which Nebuchadnezzar prepared for
the companions of Daniel, for refusing to adore his golden
statue; it does not last just one year, or one hundred years,
or a billion billion years, but a whole ETERNITY which is some-
thing that not even a billion Einstein's could ever comprehend.
Anid in addition itlis managed by legion upon legion of Devils
who, having been archangels, almost gods themselves, who pre-

varicated against God, were ipso facto the greatest sinners,

but even so, through some kind of heavenly politics, got the
commission of tormenting for all eternity the almost innocent

sinners, who had been redeemed by the blood of God Jesus.

I said almost innocent sinners advisedly because who

gave them the means of sinning and the innumerable temptation
and urges to sin? Let us consider the commonest and at the

same time the most grievous sin, at least in the Catholic church,
the one against the sixth commandment. In the opinion of its
ministers this sin alone must account for at least half of the

downpour of reprobates that fall every day in the pits of hell.
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But can man be so perverse and ungrateful to his Maker?
Well, it is not ingratitude towards his Maker that leads men
to commit sins of the flesh, but the way God himself made him,
strong and full of red blood in his arteries, like any healthy
animal, endowed with irresistible desires and urges which God
gave him, and compelled by his command to grow and multiply
and replenish the Earth. (See Gen.,I,28). ihat, then, can one
expect him to do but to comply with the orders and intentions
of his Maker? 1If the congregation of the Bluenoses have ideas
opposed to those of the Maker let them observe them themselves
and leave the rest to the good care of the one who decreed

otherwisee.

Of course, I am not oblivious of a thousand and one
objections that occue immediately to those who are steeped
in the traditions of the age of intolerance and pufitariisin~
and never used their reason.. to solve problems other than those
of growing potatoes or pumpkins. I think, however, that it is

safe to say that even without matrimony a la 20th century, which

is only (a license given by an officer of the church or the
state to two persons of opposite sex to sleep together in the
same bed) the relation between the sexes would be as properly
ad justed among the humans as it is among the wild animals, a
relation more harmonious and just than man has ever enjoyed

in matrimony or outside of 1it.

of course, some form of matrimony is a necessity as
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civilization progresses, both to safeguard the rights of the
wife, and even more, those of the children, especially in rela-

tion to their education both scholar and social.

Here I am tempted to ask: Was God right in the way he
solved the knotty problem the way he did, when he made the man,

especially regarding that command that said: Crescite, et mal-

tiplicamini, et replete terram? "iiost emphatically notill

decided the reverend Bluenoses when they assembled to revise

and approve, or not, the decrees of the Almighty. That injunc-
tion was a breach of the most elementary decency, thought possi-
bly an interpolation of some early Casanova. It should be ex=-
punged from the sacred text." And they proceeded to compose

a kind of Magna Charta for God's guidance with all the necessary

DON'%S which were to do away with all indecencies implied in

the God!s command according to their own interpretation.

These covered a very wide field. To look at a girl
covetously, especially if she was beautiful and desirable, was
a thing of such great wickedness that made poor old Job exclaim:

"pepigi foedus cum oculis meis, ne cogitare quidem de virgins."

(Job XXXI, 1). I made a covenant with my eyes, not even to

think of a girl. To dream, only, of such a girl was enough to
call for confession and absolution, under the threat of damma-

tione.

With the irrestible affinity and attraction of the

sexes toward each other, who could possibly be indifferent, in
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practice to his or her opposite? Only if he or she were not

a normal human being, or had long passed his or her reproduc-
tive stage. Read the chronicles of the monasticism, and, better
still, those of the anchorites of Thebes in Egypt. Hell and

the wrath of God stared them, day and night, in the eyes, and
only by the most drastic devices were many of them able to neu~
tralize, in part, the carnal fires that night and day burned

them to a crisp.

This fantastic creation of the intolerance character-
istic of the Middle Ages, that inspired Dante to write his
immortal Inferno, couldn't possibly be ascribed to God, for a
good number of reasons: First, because it clashed with the
notion of his infinite goodness, his infinite wisdom and his
infinite sense of Justice. Man's greatest goodness disappears
in the sight of God's goodness, and still you could not find
one among the most cruel tyrants of this world who would have
the heart or the courage of punishing so fiendishly a son or
a dauvghter, I shall not say for all eternity, but not even for

a whole year, no matter what his crime might be.

In the second place, it would mock the infinite wisdom
of God who would know with divine prescience how to shape every-
thing so as to have them all concur with his first thought and

intention of saving man for eternal bliss.

In the third place, it would contradict God's sense of

justice, for man's inclination to deviate from the right path
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is part of his own nature, the only nature God endowed him

with.

Religious intolerance justified the infinite character
of eternal dammation with the subterfuge of the infinitude of
God who, accordingly, demands infinite punishment for the
sinner, they averred an intolerable fallacy, for the extent
and grievousness of one'!'s sin cannot be measured by the exalted
position of the subject sinned against, but rather by the

imowledge and sinning capacity of the sinner himself.

A fair illustration of the impossibility (yes, impossi-
bility) of a God's made hell for the legions of those whom he
redeems with the blood of his only Son, might be the consid-
eration of what a flesh and blood father of this world would
do to a son or daughter who had sinned most grievously against
him, and what God is believed to do under equal circumstances,
in conformity with the rulings of the nefarious fraternity we

referred to above.

For a fit example of what each father would do in such
eventuality, please open your Bible to 2 Samuel, Chépter XvVI,
“verse 22, and read about the revolt of Absalon against his
father David, till the tragic ending of the despicable upstart.

Here is the substance of the dastardly episode:

Absalon, a prince of the realm and most beloved son

of David, respected and feared by all the citizens of Israel,
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loved and eherished by all the dsughters of ’ion, was unhappy
becsuse the srown of the kingdom was not on his own head but
in that of his father, David. iHe asscmbled a band of mffians
of his own stripes and revolted sgalnut his fathewr, ot wishe
ing to hurt the blackguard of his son, David took to flight to
the desolate wildemesses of larael. There were skirmishes,
and finally a pitched battle in which the miscreant was routed,
andl ook to fiight and hid in Jerusalem among his ruffisnish
friends, and while his father and king was atill wsndering in
the wilderness he settlad In the king's palace and, belng the
kind df scoundrel for whom revenge had a special kind of awesl~
ness, he exercised it on his fsthorts friends with the ferocity

of a mad man.

Then to ¢ap all his crimes in a manner adeguate to the
venom of his heart, by the advies of a wicked servant, Absalon
agsembied all Davidls concublnes in the roof of the King's
palace and there, in the sight of all Jernsalern, he viDlated’
prary one of them, for the greatest shame and bumiliation of
the greatest Ring of the Chosen People, the favorite of the
mighty God of Israel, the muan mocording to the heavt of Yahwel.

(2 saw.,XVI,21,22).

David prevalled, finally, over his scoundrelly son and
returned to his capital in triwmph. ¥Heow, what do you think he
did to his unnatural and wickedest of sons? id be have nim
gquartered as he most surely dessrved? Or did he relsgate him

to the perpetuanl oblivion of = dark and foul dungeon? Or
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buried him in & big hole full of red ants, and rats; and scor=-
pions? He could have done all of this and a great deal mord.
jut he was his Pather full of morcy and forglveness. e papr-
deoned him and restorsd him to all his good will and pristine

love.

But all this was of no avall. The blaekguard revolted
again, vowing this time to destroy his father and all that was
deay to him., Once again he assembled tho secum of the capltal,
mounted his mule, and again pursued him through the desolats
niaces of Iersal, with hatred end murder in his flinty heart.
¥ow, however, even his mule seemed to be agalinat him, for, on
passing under an oak tree, she left him suspended in its
pranchas by his proud golden locks, and his heapt was piareed.
three times by the spear of Josb, the coptain of the kingls

troops.

Did Pavid rejoice at the tragic ending of his wortal
enemy? On the contrary, Absslon was 8%3ill hls beloved aon,
and no one lamented him mors than his old father; who even In
nis restless dreams, would mesn and exeleim again and again
¢n the most hsartfelt anguish: "Absalon, my son Absalonl
would Ged I died for thes, 0 Absalon, my Son ibaalon, my aon,
wy son." (2 Sam., XVIII,356).

ind now what do you think God Alwighty would do if
Absalon wera his aﬁﬁﬁson, if he were to mdhere to the regule-

tions composed an§ §é3ifisd for him by his vicars on Rarth?

P '
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In the first place, being a prophet, and presumably knowing
what happened to Aaron when his two sons were slain by Yahweh
for using, by mistake, the wrong kind of incense in their cen-
sers, David would keep his mouth shut and his mortal grief
well hidden within his heart, as did Aaron by direct command
of the Lord God. Then, of course, the Psalmist, would take
his place in the observation gellery of Heaven, for such was
the will of Yahweh, in order top see and rejoice by the same
will, thé riotous fun that all the billions of angelic repro=
bates were having in’hell, by inflicting unimaginable tor-

ments on the son of the man agcording to the heart of Yshweh,

as they were doing every day to the children of God whose Son

Jesus 1s supposed to have redeemed by his own preciocus blood.
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what they wrote wes not of thele own fovention, bub Pracswile
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shap & ¥ind of autormtons or bools in ths hands of . gupsrior

foras wnich they could not pesist.

But 1% wea prophscy that carrisd ths greaisst honors
in the sacred book by the simple posson thab, ospecially in
later times, it denld with guestions of patriotiom, wove dire
d43atribos sgainst the other nations, snd made the wost flatiore
ing predictions eonnected with the wdossleh and the glorious
fatura of the Jewish paople. The dervishes oslled prophote
after samuel, werg oalled Sosrs before, that is, those who sse,
whioch gonerslly happened as = result of hallucimations, of
mpnbal aberrations, of alscoholie boverages, sutosuggesiion, obe.
The fellowing 16 a perdoct oxample of what prophesy snid prophots
wora &b the helght of the gront prophotie period Just vefors
the dlsperaion of that wsost stubdorn and stiffmecked poopls,
aithough 1% took place long hefore the disperaion.

Afsey David foll from the grecss of Uaul whe sought
to %111l him, ho David:

"Fled, and sscaped, snd ocamd Lo Sarmel to Hamshee..
and he and Hsmaal went sod dwelt in Halothee.soand
Saul sent messsngers o talke David. And when they
sow thse eompany of the propheisn prophesying....the
srlrit of Geod was upon the wessengers of Saul, end
they also prophssisd. And when 4t was told Saul,
he sont other mossengsys, and thsy prophesied 1likes
wigas And Saul sent wossengers again the third time,
and they prophosisd alse. Then went he alag to
Rariho » s szl Shiz 8pirit of God wes upon him aleo, md
he went on, and prophsaied....snd he stripped off his
slothes slso, and prophesiofd....and lay down paked
all that day and all thet night." (1 Bawm. ,XIX,18-23).

his was a typical emmvsntiols of prophsts of groat
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Infinitely Good old God, bored to tears with the governwont
of a planet not yot diverced from a few notions of Palrplay,
goed will and s gealn or two of yossonableness.

1t was in the Finsl prophody be inspired bis grossly
abused Don with, that he manifested all nis Johovistie attvrle
butes, nane very lovely as Godts Word will tell you.

It had dovaloped ameng Josus and bhis diseiplos the
Belief that affter the Mesterts rosurrection and asoont o
hpaven, Jesus would pebturm %o found a Wingdom on Farth vhovs
he would be Hing and his dissiples his minieters and other
funoetionaries.

In the last hours of Jesus sojourn on Jawth, they
ware speaking of this tople, very close to the diselplest
hearts, vhen one wors impadient that the others for the fule
Fillmont of this hope of belng wore thas a humble fisherwman,
agkad point Llank of Jesus: "and vhen saaetly will thet happont”

And Jowmus angwared:
"Verily I say unto you, that there be some of
thom {(the Dlsciples) standing hore whish ahall
not tasto of death wntil they see the Son of
God oomd in his kingdome" {¥atb.,X,253 Mark IX,
i lmkto, IR, 2%,
Hew, theas slatowonty of Jesuwa, GOD IXN HIS oW ¥I@EIT,
ware perfoetly elear, unequivotal, emphatio, casy ¢ be uwndere
P stood by the most ignorant of wen, not gpoken in parables aa

Jeous was want Bo do with all but his own digeliplas, whonevep
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surrounding Universe. itho made it? 'They could not coneei?STf
of all this not having an author, since they themselves caused
innumerable things to be. The ﬁriests themselves could not
explain the Unlverss, but explain it they must or they would
lose face (and their perquisites) before the ignorant and bru-

tish masses that had the nerve to ask such questions.

80, they invented a supernatural being by means of
which they professed to explain the unexplainable. This being
was conceived as infinitely superior to man, in fact Omnipo-
tent, Omaiscient, infinitely Good, infinite in all his attri-
putes, which were, of course, all the attributes of man him-
self carried to the highest conceivable degree. Thils Being,
unknowable and unverifiable, was supposed to have created
everything out of nothing and thus gave to the priestly class
ready answers to all mysteries of Wature that would be other-

wise ilnexplicable.

But skeptics have at all times insisted in asking all
sorts of embarrassing questions. If, for ilnstancs, everything
that is presupposes a creator who created God? If in order to
explain the unexplainable, we have to create a being more unex=
plainable still, why not create another o explain the latter?
That was embarrassing and to put an end to their embarrassment

the prieats thought of another device--that of divine inspira-

tion. The gods had revealed all the dogmas and, therefore,

whether we understood them or not, no more questions were to
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be asked. But revealed to whomt? To the priests and the prophets

who had not to prove their dreams and ravings to any one.

These mythologies were embodied and fixed in books
and traditions, each one different from all the others, each
one purporting to bg the only trus inspired word of whatever

god they had in mind, and all the others false.

For the Christians it is the Bible that gives to the
humanity the true revelation of God, the only true manifesta~
tion of his infinite attributes, the excluasive responsibility
for all that is, and finally for wan's destinies both in this
1ife and in a life Lo be lived somewhere throughout eternity.

These revelations, being (as the priestly class wants

us to believe) made by God himself, are incontrovertible,

final and definitive, cannot contain any error, can never cone
tradict each other in the smallest degres. From which follows
that, if a single contradiction, error or immoral hint on the
part of such inspired utterances are incontrovertibly verified,
the whole fabric of the biblicel lore, as a divine rule of
failth and conduct, fall to the ground and must he relegatad to

the realm of wmyths and falry tales.

That such contradictions exist throughout the Bible

is eagy for anyone to verify. The descent of Jesus from David

according to the flesh and his being fathered by the Holy Ghost,

i1s a case in point. 'The prediction of Isaiah concerning the
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roskan, o nodwls, W the sltlswte welfars of mankiad,

“IE the Bivde, some will msyy 15 %o be vejucted s0 a
guide to wolists and dosde that assure ue oF sternel bilss,
what use La theve, then, of stiving o be bonesd s Falr b0
ethorg, and Ho our vem solves? would not o oder B somalt
hipaidrd and ond Forsver an inovitable gnewing snuisty that
might lead mi’my belisver tn raving insanity? I haston to
says "BOLY, before tryving o prove wy eontention point by
polnt as woe provoud.

How giten; in sur pilarisags through 1186, have we
not doviatéd from the path we thought wonid loend m %8 8 dofiw
nits gonl we propoved Lo abbtaln? VYhet did we doy Pheny IF
- we seted iike rational heman bed
stepa bask bo the Gross

ige o plaply rolescsed oup
ads thel Yurew us lote sonfuaion,

L3

reonsmingd the csusen of ouy mlaedabe, drew now plaze in aune

forsity with the oonelusions we bad arrived at, aud felloved

sevanoly in the divsaion of dor mew goad witheus femp, withe
oot proconasived idess, io ésmzz@ with our comsslichos and with
the world ab lavge. a
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¥e saw olsevhore that the first light that was glven
us (it does not matter by whom nor in what degree) to dis-
sover truth, to distinguish the trus from the false,; in other
words, the supreme arbiter of the walidity of whatever message
wo receive from outside, is no other than our own KEASON, Not
the reason of somebody else, but our own réason, the only leg-
itimate judge of the genuineness of whatever the outside offers
to our eonsideration for our acosptance or rejection. How we
aoguired 1t op where it came from is immateriel. ¥Ye have IT,
by IT we live or ought to live, and it was I7 that First guided
our steps in the aecquisition of tyugh bafore it was vefogged
by the superstitions and preconceived idsas of sur ages~old
environment. And only TRUTH osn satisfy the unquenchable

thirst of our socul.

Do I want to imply that the individual poason 1s capable

in =211 canes of dlsscovering tho objsctive truth? Not 4n the
losat. What I wish to imply is that, for the individual, there
is no other truth than thet which is revealsd to him by the
operations of hiw own reason, To acoept any weasage from the
ounteide without f&rpt verifying its rationality by the opsra-
tions of onel's own reason, would be\tantamount to ranking one-
self with the brutes which are supposed to lack thls discrimi-
nating faculty. Oura was not given us to abdiscate in favor

of that of somebody else's, but to use in all cnsss in pursuit
of ell truth. Yo other individual can over assume = responsi-

Pility which s only ours snd can never be of anybody else’s.



89
Let us, then, use our reason in the solution of any
problem whatever that may confront us, whether it has to do
with the external world or with any other world that was
engendered within ourselves by the agency of our environment,
for truth only, and not puerile fantasies or ravings of maniacs

can wholly satisfy the thirst of our spiritual faculties.

Since the Bible cannot be a sure guide to one's beliefs
and conduct, one has to look for that guide elsewhere, and only
reason can show us the right way. Formulated in their simplest
terms, the questions I propose to discuss here very briefly,
are:

Does there exist a supernatural being, omnipotent,
omiscient, eternal, infinite in all his attributes, creator
of all that 1s, in other words, GOD? And if he does not exist,
or his existence cannot be proved, does that fact invalidate

the moral principles that should regulate our acts in relation

to the external world and with our own selves?

4s to the first question, what evidence is there that
an Infinite Being exists apart, and distinct from, the wide

Universe of which we are a part?

All kinds of arguments have been adduced to prove the
existence of this Being. The most cogent of all, it seems to
me, is the argument of causality, and as any valid argument
is sufficient to prove any thesis in question I shall confine

myself to that only, and as briefly as possible.
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Same time agt, in a fapily vewnion; = lagy ashed o

if I believed in reinsawmation. I amswered:

w=lady, sine %o believe !

L ?aa%.

«=5ut Ged, does he not aAppeor 0 YoOuy FoaBOn 85 &

~=N0, he doos not. |

~=BHat Orsation...--tpntivvsd the lady-<Dousntt Creation
prave the existente of Ged, sines (veatinon Prosupposes o Graaton?

=-4nd wag the Univepse ereatedt Pho or whet suthordses

s 50 assuge thal 1% was created? Beomise wa &ﬁaraaaba@ te
saplain ite anlatonte are we justiticd in opsabing oursslves
A spoond Peing wore unexplaimable bhan the thing e proposs
to suplain, s¢ that L% way eaplaein what wo ¢aonot comprohond?
fnd aines 1% is more AL€$lewly to suplein the second ‘wing
than the Tiret, why not assuwms the anistonce of & third being

gnuld not be

to oxplaln the second, and so on gf fnfinitums
wore rational te ssy (n all humility: I 4o not kaows

A Divinity Doetor vho was listening 0 our conversas
tion took a wateh Fwrom his pookas and msild:

~=inis vas oPoated. It had o CreAtors

w=%he wotshmakior did not speate the watch, I ssld.
He a&mply.pat\%agaﬁhﬁr in 8 goptain order cevtuln matorisls
that alresdy oxdsted. Thers is no p@@ﬁl&ﬁ&'#% #il beivesn
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the two objents under considoration. iHor the Miverss oums
about $8, and will alwave be on uvnsolvable mwatery Lo us and
i3 45 Tukttle to try %o explain it by architoats of our own
wmaking, and always and everyubare made in our own image and
similituds,

¥illdona of volumas hare boon eritien 0 snuwer thosg
quastions and the differvsant, divergont snd sontzediotory
angwere gontainod thewxoain arve the best proef that the subised
sontinuse to he ignls fatuus, whose snbstante no one had yet
boen a’ble 0 eapture or identify. Thoe oniy tangible posult
of thass imaginings of the Doverish human oind, regerding
the Unkoowalile, has bsen the ¢olosasl hegntomd of hundreds ef
wmilliene af viotims of the fausticliam of seeh faction throughe
out the whols world, since the firat apalike pentiff predlalimad
the existenve of an invisible, all powoerful and pelignant

JUPTR /PBMAN «

and after the wmoet heated argumsnts ashout a figment
of srodulous and mnbalanced wmindsy after the most erzel sl
diadbolical poraascutions of Individusls, fawilies apd whole
soplstios; afbter the wost colossal destruction of lives and
property, are we any wiser than before? The answer, of course,
is en smphatie BOJ Why? bBecaunse instord of oupr rvason we haye

woed that of otheirs to solve our moat presaing problems, as IF

otherg oould assume tho responalbility of our scts.

The notion of on unkneen (and wimowabls) Heing hag no
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phllissophical basis whatevers It s an aboretion of the mdie
mentary ventality of the most ignorent mnd priwmitive peonles.
1% is an execlusive phonomsnon of the veliginus cosmelopias
thet originuted in the infanoy of menkind when 1t was juet
amerglng Irom the enthropoid atage, was wnadble to thinlk
clearly and yv%éiﬁ@l?» for its only guido was fear and stavk
ignoranes. Thelr sonclusions wers $the result of cortain angle
sglos borrowed from their own rudimontary onperionce soguired
in contagt with the outside worlde "This arrow, or axs, or
five had & asker'webthe firet 'High prisst would sayee thopge
fore the Unlvsrse had a maker and this I shall esll 00d, and
whoavey dares say the sontrary, to tho bonfive with him.” and
That was thate And we have been repeating tne same thing fop
agen, sinto we gsucked it from ocur mothers?! hreasts, without
enring o find out for curselves whether Fithetanthvopus was

right in his deducvione.

OF courso, what we wanted to find was an answor to,
or explanntlion of, tho great snigms of the oubeids worid.
inkngs and phencwens appeared and disappeared; and succoefed
gagh other, very muth like those which swsuited from the active
itles of mon and, oonasquenbly, they must be, in their way of
thinking, the result of am arsncy analogeus $o hizsslf, although
in & degree, a5 supsrior sg that of the outside world was
superior toe his ovn artifaetas., It never dawnsd Wn his mind
how absurd L0 was %o noswme the exmiatenca of & more mysterious

being in ordey to expiain the one ho was unable Yo oxplain,
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to atapt with, Hooawse he could not edplain the Heabture around
him, was he Justified In sssuwing anothayr wnore wysterious than
the ene he tried bto axplein thoreby. Didn't he £ind the
neceasity of @ thipd agency 0o saplain the setond, snd g0 en

gy found, noy will ovor £ind, the snewer to
whothey or not theys onisto a HZoing above and ontside of the
tnivorne, for the aimple reason that, by the very nature of
things, such a bring is unlmowable. Hased en that fiwst dreanm
of Fithecanthrypus alwost overvbody has besn speoulating on
that insoluble enigma with the result that there ars as many
notiong of the Divinity es thero arg, and have beoan, individe
uals bent on finding out en answer %4 the opigin of things.
Bub no snawey is poseliblie, aud wheleved may leok like snawvers
are nothing more than Pigments of the imegination, the resuls
of wishful thinking, different fer cach individuasl cithough
fundaxontally siwilar, as similar are the facultios and aspivae
timns of the difforent groups of mamiind,

Bvery one of those felthe elalms to be the tiue ohe,
but as none of thom has any rastional support they are all
falae and hermful $o the sdvancemsnt of munkind.

IZ beyond the boundaries of the sivesdy knowm and ysb
expanding Universs (over four to six billion light vouvs away)
there is a Baing who, in the middle of nis sternal enistencs
made his ossenes and subsbante manifest In the myrisd
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constellations, galaxies and supergalaxies that people the
Universs, the authentic notice of that moest stupendouns of all
events had ﬁaﬁ reached us ye%, and is as wnlnown to ug as the
explosion of a supernova that toolt place yestordsy in the most
distant gelaxy never, perhaps, to be cobserved by the eye of
any mortal,.

Here & question arises, a gusstion that is very c¢lose
to our limited egoism, the child of our niggardly and ultroe
microscopic worldly experientes and aspirations. It may be
expressod in these words: "What, then, is his destiny after
deatht" I do not lmow! I 40 not know it any betbter than I
know of the existeonge of a Being they oall Gpd., And no one
is any wiser in this regard. The trouble is that very few
people have the power of their own cenvictionas and regign
themselves to the game of lying to each obther even when they
realize that they are #11 in the same boast. They are afraid
of showing thelr ignerance on s point on which everybody seems
te bs in agreement aga&nét him even more than they fear the
inevitable night which will overtake him tomorreow.

There is, however, something I know without the least
shadow of a doub®t: What I am today is not the same thing that
went by ay name yesterday or any day of my past life; nor a
thousand or ten billion ysars ago} nor what I will be in the
eona of the half oternity that awalis ms after death. ALl the

alemonts, bricks, I am, or have been cowposed of, existed
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always in the past and will always exist in the future,
always in different combinations, always playing rolea the
nature of which I cannot possibly imagine but which are,
were and will be, of the highest importanse in the economy
of the Universs.

During this briefest of all phases we oall life I
play a role whose significance is known only to Nature hore
self. OF this phase I sesm %o be aware.

0f the roles I played, in eons past, in the galaxy
whare we bslong or in the wide flelds of the Cosmos, I have
nc redollection at all altheugh I undoubtedly d4id play some
oy many. And 1f nmy past existones as an individual, or as an
aggregation of atoms, did not give me any casuss for ragrets,
why should my futurs exiastence in some other form, during the
next half of our eternity be a causs of anxisty and idle

apprehandion?

Every atom that made, make and will constitute part
of my being and is responsible for the mctivities of my gsoul,
has played end will play itz assigned role in the colessal
drama of the Cosmos in the same way that it played its pare
sicular role in the micro-cosmos of my person, voles all
imposeible to foresee and which it is absolutsly idle to apese
ulate upon. Our only precccupstion $n the present condition
of cur being should bs te enjoy 1life in the fullest senee of
the tsrm while it lasts, without anxisties regarding a future
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that 1s not in our powar to modify, wailting weanwhile with
calw our integration in another aspect of the Universe, with
the smme equanimity with which we waited during sevar#l bile
Jion ysers for the state wa sre in at the present.

Some one will say: "If our privilegs, and duty, is to
live and enjoy 1ife in its plenitude, without regard to any
ens but ourselvea, what will prevent us frow commisting mure
der, and rape, and theft, and every erime imaginable, if such
be the ideal of the good life?

Gertainly, if such is your idesl of the good 1ife,
and represents the highest interests it haa to offer to you.

I8 1% not exsctly what you have done, or abstained from doing,
deponding on what at the mowent you sonsidered your best intere
estst When did you do anything whatever thab, in ths 1ight

of your fasultles, was not in accord with your besd interests?

Think of 1t for another minute. On doing anything at
all d41d you not deoids glways in favor of w hat you thought
would bring you the greatest prefit? Was thers ever an excep~
tion te this rule? Why did you give of your money to & poop
derelict, a plece of good advice to an unknown tramp, offered
your arm to a blind men who wanted to cross the strsetl, went
to ehurech instead of the theater; or abatained from this or
that plergure whether lawful or unlawful? Because by doing
what you did instead of something else youn thought at the

moment that your reward would be greater, a veward in the form
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of the peace of your mind, or in ths praise mnd admiration
of your fellow men, or in the greater glory in heaven, or
what not. Why doss a sister of chariiy saecrifice herself %o
perpetual virginity, or to the repulsive tasks of a hospital,
but because by doing so she expscts to oarn one hundradfold
#ithin o few brief years?

It is sald of Lineoln that, on a certain oocasion
that he was going to a mesbting he found s 1ittle bird that
had fallen from its nest. He stopped, pleked 1t up and re~
stored 1t to 1its little home, On being asked why he did it
he answered: "well, 4if I did not do 4%, I would not be able
to sleap tonight.”

ind let no one think of invalldating the argument
by saying that the doers of these actions are not thinking
at all of such rewards. Conselously or uncongsiously no one
over chooses bestwaen two alharnativ%s without egeing im his
mind the advantages of the one over the other. I will go
even furthor. No one doss, or ¢an do, but what at the time
of doing it 1% appesrs to his mind's eye ns the best in his

own intersat of two or more slternatives.

Congaequently, if to do whatever may be hurtful and
prejudicial to others or to cnesolf sesma the best of a mumber
of alternatives, then it is ons's duty to do it, and it is
what will bs done fatally without sny one belng sble to do

otherwise. It is not in any one's powgr to do differsnily.
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"Ooh no," you may say, "I am free and can do the oppo-
gite of whet seems to Pavor my highest intsrest any time I

want"

Pure 4llusion, I say. Suppose that a hungry fellow
man appreaches you for a few pennigs for s cup of coffse.
Immediately, or after much dsliberation; you make a decision.
You give nim two bits or you send him away empty handed. ¥hy?
Tn the first case you value wore the perca of your eonstiencs
or the inner joy of true brothsrhoed than the possession of
that miserable 6oin. In the gecond case your values arg re-
versed, but in both instances i% i1s a greater compulsion that
detarmines your act. Vhether one is awars of it or not, 1%
is always the consideration of one's greater interest that
¢compels one to declde in favor of one of any number of altele
natives. We always follow by nscesssity the line of least roe
aistence. It iz as if two men pulled us by the arms to oppo-
site sides. It 18 not in our powsr to decide the issue. To

whom will you yield? Hecessarily and fatally to the strongest,

You may retort: "Thaet argument proves nothing, for

T een choose the alternative less favorabls to wy interests,”

end procesd to do so. Your victory was pure 1llusion for %o
tha motive that first did not seem strong enough to chooae
the other aldernative a new one is added, viz,, that of prov-
ing to me that you are free. Thus the wotive to do the oppo~
aite of what at first ssemed to favor your highegt intevests
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begcame more tompulaive and you act aceerdingly.

Only reason can %91l us (sowstimes in a flesh, at
other times after muech searching of the pres and cons) what
for us indlvidually 1s right or wrong, what is trup or false
(again relatively apeaking)s. 4ind man never does but what to
him at the moment mppears as right and trus. Objectively he
may be wrong, but subjectively he is always right. HNow,
REASON, ecting on a thousand daily experiences, both psrsonsl
and colleetive, chows us, in a gensral way, what our grestest
interests are, or othurwilse, and its findings are to the effect
that those interssts, that is, %o enjoy 1life to the fullest,

¢an never be dona with the detriment of any one slas.

This last provisc ha@,nothing to do with the so-called
gliruilsm per se. It is simply the recognition that whatever
wrong we do to others will in the long run affeot our welfare,
and that whatever good we dispanse to others will come back
one nundredfold by incersasing to that extent the sum totel of
the world's welfare. IV is not, thevefors, bacause wa ave
goncerned with others that woe play fair and square with them
according %o our lights, but hecause experience, acited upon
by our inner lights: that is, REASON, tells us that it pays
manyfold to do 80.

For good or ovil, it is our fate 40 live with and
dopand on every member of the huwan racse without whose

cooperation in myriad subtle ways, not only we could not live
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but; as a matter of fact, would be anihilaisd even befors we
were bomn. Everybody is dependent on the cooporation of every-
body else, whether we are aware of it or not. The ehinaman
that cultivatcs the plant ephedra in oxder to sell it to aug-
ment his income 4is bonefitting me by my use cf\epha&rina to
agsuage ﬁy spasns of asthms.. It 18 lilks the case of the somi~
aymbiosis between the snts and the aphids. The interest the
ants ha&a in the aph&da is not altraistiec. It is purely an
eponomic arrangement by which the ants give them mors fertile
pastures or shelter them in their own dwellings in exchangs
for the sweet secretions the amphids willingly offer them.
Although by the ordinary laws of nature they might be hostile
to sach other, the recognition of the advantages aceruing to
sach other compsels them to care for each other as & wmother

carves for her offapring.

The knowledge that our total welfare depends on the
ovnoperation of every individusl of the human racs is not as
claar a2z that of anta and aphida bolween themaelves. In ants
gend aphids this knowledgs has botome an 1natiget goguired in
millions of yeare. In us this kind of recognition takes place
by means of our reason, but our reason is still in the infancy
end dogs not show yet t6 us the advantageg of the fullest coop-
aration smong ouvselves, %hen we fully reslize this inter-
dopondsnce among ell the members of the lmuman family we will
wndoubtedly behave toward c¢ash other as we ourselves do toward

our owvn cattle and our prize horses or dogs.



101
From these considerations 1t follows thet ths gscerst

of a happy life, as happy a8 1t can be in & world of ¢lashe

ing interesta, consists in living harmoniously together among
ourselvas, not because I am or ocught to bhe concerned with

the intoresta of others (for I am not and cannoet be), but
beeause wy own interests, my egolem, demend that I so bshave

if X am to profit to the highest degree by the bounties that
hamanity and Nature have to offer. For EGOISH, or love of onge

self, is the ive of all my aets and,

pAy end excluslve
consequently, the greater our ggoism the greater the realiza-
tion of o&r Interdepsndence sand hkeensr our senss of duty
towards othera, not for thelr sake but pursly and exclusively
for my owne. It doss not sound convsntional, I kow. But I
believe in ocalling & spade a spade. From which I deduce that
EGOISK in capital letters, an alle-embracing Zgoism (not the
narrow kind we are all acquainted with), is the greatest and

most frultful virtus that any rational being may cultivsie.

Te base the Horsl Code, that is, the rules of conduet

among oursslves or, in other words, the art of living harmon-

lously together with everybody and sveryithing, on arbitrary

orders supposedly emanating from an wnlmowable Being whom we
may accept today and reject tomorrow, bub in reality from oxe
ploiters of the ilgnorance of the masgses, caant be but catas-
trophle because, with the vrajection of that Belng, or an in-

” crosse on skepticism regarding the supermatural, inevitable

in the age of science, the whole Pfabrie of that code will f£all
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to tha ground, for it had for its foundation the fsar of
atornal damnation or the expectation of eternal rewards both
disproportionats to the merlts or demerits of one's deeds

and endoavorss

on the other hand, the conviction that what I do is
dons not besause it was so dictated by somebody's caprice,
but becuuss it is demanded by wmy own interests, then 4t will
bo done, and no quibbling about ik,

¥hish is equivalent to saying that, if we were taught
from our esriiest infancy the art of living hermoniousiy and

equitably with all wamiind, for frow 1%t depsnds all our wel-

fare, the widest and most complete enjoyment of all my vights
would of neooessity follow, If such principles were instilled
in us fro the wery bagiﬁhing of ouwr exigtence and sontinucd
both 1in theory and practlee throughoputb 6ur lives with the same
emphasis with which we sre indostrinated In this or thet brand
of religlous superstition which saanar or later roason will
thvow out wholly or in part, what immense gain that would be
for the whole mankindl The motive of our alwaya doing what

15 right~-tho promotion of our own welfaref~wemlﬁ be clear and
pormanent, while the wotives based on fear-end felse hopss
soon diassipnte from wan's conaciousness and ara hound to dls-
appear completely in the preportion that enlightonment grows

and bocomas mors and mere the inheritmmce of all,

fhis art of living harmonicusly together presupposes,
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naturally, the wholehearted recognition of the rights of others--
our duties-~as much as the duties of others towards us--ocur
rights-=~for only in thig manner 1s possible that degree of

cooperation that Jmows no limits either in space or in time.

Within this norm, then, 1t is my right and privilege
to extract from life all joys, all plessures, all the benefits
that it is possible to obtain from it, provided there is no
infringement whatever 'of' the rights of others to the same range

of privileges. Not, I repeat, because I care in thélleast

for the welfars of others, bui becsuse reason tells me that

whatever benafits others enjoy enrich the common treasure of

mankind from where I draw all that which wy heart may desire.

I realize how utopic all this may sesm. Thelr reali=-
zation would require many millenia. But 1t is not %oo soon
for us to recognize the feasibility of it end strive with all
our might in that direction in the certainty that, even while
doing it, we will be gathering the rich harvest of ocur en-

deavors.
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IN CONCLUSION:

1. Whether a Being that goes by the name of God does really
exist or not we do not know any better then we lnow what lles
beyond the boundaries of the Universe (about six billion light
years awayby our largest telescopes). We do not know nor can
we ever know, for it is of the nature of such being to be un=
imowsble. It would be much easier to pack 81l the waters of
the ocean into the bucket of the child that plays in the sands

of the sea shorse,

2, The Universe presents us with an enigma that human reason
will never be able to solve. But it would be the highest of
folly to assume the existence, altogether gratuitous, of a
being infinitely more mysterious and inexplicable in order to
axplain something that is in itself inexplicable.

3, Truth is, of course, not absclute but very much relative.
But, whatever it may be, there is no class or degree of truth
that is ever revesled to us except by the agency of our own
reason, for anything trensmltted to us from the outside, no
matter what the source may bs called, only becomes a truth
for the individuel after entering the adit of ongt!s reason,
which 1s both door end arbiter of what 38 acceptable to its

gritic sense and appreciation.

4, Every living being is spurred to action and governed by
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jnmer urges that ave of the very sssunse of hat velng. Tharpe
fore, whatever results from such actiona are athically right
and good if they answor adequetely the eald urges. Now, to do
anything that is detvimental to obhers in the lenst degree is,
in the long run, detrimental %o oneself and, theralore, eon-
trary o the said wrge and, in this sense, unsthionl,

Bo It followa, Fiwrafom, Ynt mny aetlon whabover toat is
pleaging ©o us is not only geod in Lteslf btub wrofitabla %o
all, provided, ugain, that it fess not infrings the rights and
intorssty of athara, Not, I repsal once mors, becnuse 1 am
goncerrad ot all with the welfare of others, but because whob-
aver T do againat thelv intsresis is projudlelal %o oy oen

pelf, since wy sro all devsndant on each othup,

8. Thera iz pobt, neor thers sun over be, any action on one part
that id not direcsefl Zo secure some banafit %o ourselves. This
wight bo ealled Gupe,

FEAL : : i, semetining very
dirfarant frow w hat wa goenovally oall ggoism with s smell Q.
This ¥ind of ogelsm e nevrrow, proper of the small pouls, in-
gapahla of degerying anything beyond a “hree foob cirele arcund
thomenlves. Ohe othur with s sapltel E Is en eniighiened sort
of epolswm, proper of the gonevous sculs, one that sees beymmd
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