B4

I1l. THE QOLUMBIAN LEGEND
de .

Betwoen the work of unparellelad aﬁései%? inltiated by Pringe -
Ranry the Havigator in 1418 mnd aeryieélaaﬁ o aomploetion by éhe
?a@#aguesa navigators up ko the ond of the XVHh eantury, and the
ne laean ﬁtéaﬁi@ labours of tho Spanish Uongulstadores 1n toming
and colonising the How World Auring the XVIth coenbury thors hapuone
¢4 one of thoge atrange ghaaam@na_ghaﬁjat long inteorvals sudoeed in
sompletely hupning the haeuds of gﬁaV@1Villsed worlds 4 man of |
ungertain origin, without goa ﬁ9atgiﬂg, unculburoed, boastful, gre-d
and opyusl, buraving eith pride and gongolt, one of tho moat avscea
fal chavrlebtana %hg,%evlﬂ'ﬁéﬁ aver g009, ap:anred liks.a_maﬁaar‘iﬂ :
the midet of the apla nge of ndvanture and geogeaphlo Alscovery,
pleked the lauvals of o thousand lmmorbals whioh 1oy seattered in
the aoven sess, and foraeod hiusel? on the eeﬂ?siaﬂsma@a ﬁ?‘mankiﬂﬁ

a8 one of tho grestes heroes ef sll time] Sush wan Columbus, to
shom the eredulous publle hag ggiﬂ#hsmsgg1fév'f§ar ﬁaaturiaaiaa,

0 a domiegod, the roveslsr of a Hew World, the symbol and synthesi
of al)l meritime entevprire of the XVth snd XVith gaﬂeurieai o

Thers waa nover gronfier hiahaylagl injustiod, never mors 00308
‘eal hoak; played upon an unsuspaoting worlds far'eglmwa ﬁi/ﬂ mé
4tssover the New World) dld not dlavover the Antilles; had no
Eﬁ&@!@ége of #ggaag?mghy; hadt never bash a sagmang conld not
maka wse of the mariner's compnsg, and gas?u#abla o atesy a boah
on tho opon soal His only gift wss that of a postecharlaton, é? a
gésﬁumaégs? 6f vluf? and éeaeiﬁg_a 1évsg§,mﬁ§ev-§§ gvégta@s Bhe
fulfillad, " | -

Fhe Wentern Forld was thon §n a firance af orushing expeotansy,
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ﬁi%h g?%-iﬁ fﬂ?@%@ﬁéﬁge of l=pe-ding mirasley in The fleld of
gaag?aghia-éiﬁeaég??.miﬁaeiaa thet weve to daliver 1d from the
ahaprk pavé?%? and Bqualid mlaepy of conburles, snd bring the
Golden Ags to tho pooples of mouthwestérn Burcpes Afbep his show
voyage of dlseavery, in garﬁahsﬁaﬁ oaly &Qg propheda had bean used
to égﬁ@#, in the name of God of %haﬁ ne é?eelaimeé hiamg21{ rhe
Avbasandor and now Homos, Oolumbue erncunaed the long desired
Bidinges  bhe Wingdome of ho Sroat Kehn ant of Prestey John had
besn disgovered; the Terrastyinl gﬁrééiae haé baan loonteds the
psaple of those voglons wape no numerous, éﬂa veoiflie, and wall
inolined, that 1t would o sasy €9 oonvert bhem to ghpiasienity,
sad thon 8ell them by %ﬁalmlliian in%@ aﬁnséﬁyg msunbeling af gold,
of preeious atonns, of agiaea, wore to be: Pound just by @ﬂlkiﬁg o
11@51@ aiaﬁansg from anyshere in #he oo blessed 1anﬁa. and he wwe
E@n Chrintophep 6eluﬁ%a5nmhaﬁ Pﬁuﬁﬂ all of thom b: the grace of
Bhe Holy ?ﬁiﬁi%yi

And g0 4he %aaeaﬁn Borld was aﬁi??aa o ias Aepths as 46 had
navsy beog bafﬁ?a, and Qolunbun bogume oven nighﬁ the grentany
hepo of all Historgl His explodts wore immortal igsed in literature
aﬁé art, and his wowory weg enshrined in the hearts of all vho
had oenly e superfisial aaqaaiasaﬁee with the history of the modern
vorlds  To doubk, even fop é mamant, the arestmess of this colosaus
bald sdvent.re ant mivsculona doatiny would bo an ingult Bo the
univ-veal intelligonae af Banking, and wﬁnlﬂ savour of venk Hl-se
phémy to the consalende of rhoso wha Tor foup gunturles nave sffaéaé’,
inaense at the altsr af_hié ovn mekings ,

And yot other gods hava'&@sﬁ pnlled down from their pedestals,
othor hoross of enatlant love have baen amaghed to -iees and rgﬁuaeﬁ

to dust, whan theip oracles wore fourd £0 bo the volos of aroad
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end decelt and unquenchablo thirst for power. Why should Columbus
sontiinue to hold the devetlon of the multitudes when his glory and
fame vest on a huge hoax whieh he himgelf delineated, end his son
Parnendo and his fplend Las Casas succseded in imposing upon an
unsuspecting and ovedulous publie? The only explanation is oup
intelleeubal laglnesss We are 59?5*?@?5&19&9?5 and would have to
fashion new heroes 1f this ons wers desonrded, Let well enoush
alone, 1s the mobto 6F the Pour-centunyeold dupes,

8¢ . .

Faw §@eplé‘realige, even,beaa§, the relation of eauge and
efroot exlsting batweesn the dlscovayy and aalénisatioa of the
How World, and the solentifie %ﬁ?k, the herols tonaoity, the
gaﬁiene@ and enduranee ef-the,?aptugueée navigggazs of the XVth
gantury, 1naugnyaﬁad by Prince Henry the Navigator, the soul
and inspirer of al) modern moritime end geographlc entorprise,

The finding of the Americsn continent Ls g@ﬁaﬁ&ltﬁﬁhéught of
- 88 the arownlng ovent of the age of navigatim and discovary, the
ohief landmark in the hiastory of mavitine entorprise. It apoesrs
to the unﬂiaepiminabing hehalﬁa? as an avent of such eologsal
magﬁituﬂe that 1§ cannat be ?elateé to any other of its kingd,
while in podllty it 18 only an episode in the mich vaater dpama
that had been, and was stilizﬁs;ng, eraaked in the seeluded_laboﬁw
aﬁary of the-vook of Sogres, UThe whole onward. and ocutward move-
ment of the graat exploring age,” aaya Profassor Baﬁalay, “was sob
in motlion By onoe men {Prince Hanry).m,tt might have oome to pasa
without him, but the faet is simplylﬁhat,'as a matter of hlstory,
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through him 1t 41d resuls,® (1)
Thera wore two ohief personalities conderned with the grent .

drama that osoupled all bthe.minds of the Westorn World in the
XVih and XVIth genturies 'oné by right, the other by steslth,
The former was Frince Henry, the laébar was Qolumbug, |
Prince Honry divised 1bs plot, eanstruobed and related its
parts, ghose and trained the eharaetara that wore to play them,

'ané 1mpreasive that bhe audianae, conaeiaua of the magesﬁy and
grostnoas ef 1ts imaonéing ellmax, waa geﬁ%ing ready to pay homaga, 1
with enﬁhuaiastie QVaﬂiga and woll meriteé apylauae, ko the ar@atop
ef this anagualea maatavpteae of soience and a?b.
~ Then there wea a briaf interminsion deaignad to give bresth

&a aaeers and speotators beforg the pragentation of the last aob,

Aﬁ this payehelagioal mement one af &he aﬁageaﬁands, who haa
baen sopying iﬁ Bseared some af the peinﬁera he haé _Boon used in
the #eh@avsai af ﬁha g?eas érama, knowing %he tggﬁlibiliﬁy of the
maasen and’ what saalaim thoy were storing up fbr any one who shauld
1mn@?ﬂ§ﬂa%6 the hsra 15 tho last act, atole rram bahinﬁ ahe aurtains
aﬂd prasenheé £0 the publ&g 8 elumey imihﬁtien of the he?ﬁié elimax
that evorybody wns 8o impatiantly walting fbpg And ﬁhefgubl;e woa
not the wiser; and Golumbus, the etagéohand; was darried on the
shoulders of & publie %he took the morobatios of a mountebank foy
the gentus of a Garriok or a Sarsh E@rﬁharétg the phantasmagoRles
of a viaianary, for a new woprld full of aspaass of new reali 193
and ef difiniﬁa yracfg of a riahar llfeo

(1) Beasley, lea; olbs, D 329,



Gelumbus wan not n genius, thsugh ha @ighh p@aaibl@ have

Bocoms » readabla poet Lf he had askoolated wlith the Huses instead

i

of nagaolating with mariners, He had nelther an original wnor an |
important contribution 6o offer to tho world, Ho wvas only 8 plagis
rist without finesse, 1ike some tricky and unserupnlous profsoasor i
~who stesls an unpublished manusoript from a collesgus, garba 1t in 5
his own peoulier styls, and aubllehea it aa an a?iginal aantributioq%
to the sum tetal of humsn knawledg@;
Two motivaos impelled him to asblons one éaa praferment and

- gaiﬂ, the other was tho desire Bé bocome the idol of the orowd, ‘
of the vyulger, of the uﬂdluﬁpimiﬂaﬁing gu%lie. He folt 1nstinabiva'
ﬁhat %o booomg a £i8 ob jodh cf heyosworship he had 9 Ao things
speebacular, with a groat aplurge, vagarﬂless of their intrinels
merits He had, above &1l, fo tell everybody about it, 3@ dramotize
1%, anqpae vegue terms, cubalisbie formmlas, words of desp MTALETY,
ambiguoua asaeamanka, rsiﬁﬁvataé falnchoodsa, E?eﬁ aa, he would
sgovanly over have gﬁzazﬂed hia oblestive 1P kind ?ata had nof
g?abuiteuely throwm ab his feot tho grontest prige aver affered
50 the most famsua Heroes, and if hungling Eis%BF? had nae
adjudientea thisa yﬁisa o him withoud any pight or veason. Por
1t was not he who dissovered Amerisn, nor dié he ever aaCtually .
now of ita axiéfenae; He svon ?@santaﬁ, almost 88 on Insuls,
50 be told that onee b 8 more ehanaa, he touched 1ts aharas.
¥o, that was pure slander, ho thonght] Bhat he reslly had
éigeo@ayed, he reitevabes again and again, wé& Japsﬁ, Targary,
tho empire of the Great Khsn, 6aah;nyeﬁina, India, Porsis,

Auren éhﬁvaaneaue, the éaﬁges riveyr, the Terreaﬁrial ?argéiae;

811 in one and all ab the same timo, for his Pavorlto authors satd
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85, and ho Wt s Palth 1= them tham in hiz son eyes or in
- tho solontlfia findings 67 the g?@aa éiﬁﬂﬁﬁgﬁﬁ?a, his eontamw

poparics, I

3s.

-Oolumbus is & man of myatary moh 48 the ainistar figure of
Gip Bagil Zabaroffe Evsn his vosl name, hle real aﬁéaébﬁg, his
bipthslece, are maty suenslona @igh°pim, ond, in tho wovrds of
Profeseoe Oherles By Androws, %no Pavonatouation of the ovents of
Bla 1l1fo duwing the yaé?a bafors hia flret voyago is possible,
£ﬁ§‘%§g eaaaﬂﬁgai faots apo Paw and all of them in dlapute,” (Q)’
He, olo wra%a;éa giah @? hinwel? on all aaeaaia&s, ia vory a-vaful
ﬁa% o womnld himsulf aﬁ'aéeh éﬂﬁg@#@aa-SQgias; 1t was gﬁaﬁe
ﬁzséam on hia aaﬁh. f@» he intendaed to gPsPt his o-Poon on sows
noble aaﬁ-s%a 2334 fkaizy %ya@ of 6le own inventlons It 1o a piby
that he 414 ot 11?@ tn our Auy, Por gune aakna%m wombher of

the first osapgo af ﬁha ﬁayflawav, or William ths Gonquevor himaal?,
vould be glad %o @agaly the d@aanéa of the fudure Admipal of the
Gcaene 48 1% is, Lo trades his aaeaaeﬁy to Qenllon, tho niokneme

- of tho Fpronch Admiveld ﬁiilism 4o gazonove. Howevwer, this doss
hot aatiafy his vanlty, Eath@ vaaaﬂes tn Alg ﬁaaés? ﬁaﬁﬂ)tﬁ the
vory voobts of the g@h&a 131 anﬂ 1s y@@arﬁaé By the g?ﬂﬁ&f?%ﬂg
Atnaovery pf e garznts af gﬁﬂtf&?rag, and at1l1l farthap down
he mostn the Homoun Gensral aalenzga, the gonqueror of Withridates,
ﬁﬁé'ﬁiﬂg of Pontus, and ehda ﬁazaaiua boconss the oldest of hia

ancoedops aa fap ag ho anved o #9e

e, SR P _ , ol

(2) andrewn, 00 ai&.,-f@akga%& a0 pe D
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| o n&marealén, whivh'lﬁ?ﬁv on he ohenged to € glgmgo and
"finally tn Unlomo, was in his 1m0 pall hhown in Gallola and
Apagdn, but was mat to he found in Genoas, Soms have e intalned
with briliiant arguments, avers M. Andr§ in his magletprsl book
ﬁe;gmbus,ﬁhah our horo was born in §6n§ave§?a, Spa}n, while othars
contand that hlg psrende weve from Gallela but had amlgrated to
Liguria, "Thove is gerhéy@ oqual reason,"he ssys, "for belleving
him born in aragln, tha pon of sonverted Jewa.," (3) "His son
Fornando,® he ¢ontinues, "enumerabes the localltles that dispute
tbe aonaﬁ of hig fathorls blrﬁhplsa@,tbat he givea gréfsrenae to
none ana soncludes by saying thah he bulievas his fathey wishes hie
kirﬁhyxaea to pemain unkngﬁn;“ {4} For hie parﬁ Qolumbus always
aalls himaalf a-Ligﬁriah bas daea nod sav i vhal aity ho wase ﬁarn-
His roticence 995&?&153 his own age is Juet 28 graat, for not even
hia son aa@ms 8o know sﬂyba&ng ‘abou’ 15
AThe domtriant nObe of eelumbus' eharaatar,“ says Paberson,
918 shorn to be 2 dissim@lpﬁion magnif&ga to an obseanion
that diatruats and aeoke to dasoive his best frionds, and avon
his own ﬂan, o2upled wi%h sn invinaibla and callous ornelty thab
in bhe end turned 611 the werlﬂ agatnst him, 1aaviag him at last
& defeated, friendlasna au&a&at.“ (8)
' Aﬁ@ﬁh@ﬂ sigﬂifican& faeh in this whole realm of highly suse
plazaus aoevacy ia that aftay Eiving tho firet EWanﬁyhtwa yéara .
of his 1ife in xaaly, and the noxt fif%ean in Portugal, 1b iz nob
knawn hhﬁﬂhe ovey made usa of olthor Eta)ien or Portugueses on |

(3) Andr$, loc. Bi¥s, pe 87,
i%) 14, id.. Ps 36«
(8) Peterson, Sab. Rev. of Lit,, April 23, 1928, val. 4, pe 782,
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the other hand he writes éganish-rram the firat day e? hia'arrival

in %?éin, and continues ¢o use tho same 4diom the r~uf af o

nig 1irfe, oven vhen ho w?ttes to Iﬁalians. A : —
What oould b» the objooh of all this seorooy? ~ For one thing

he:had to buils up 2 logand about hia poraon that ghonuld £it 1nta'

the frame of the high rank %o which ha aspired, ﬂe ‘Aosclaed the

paor and hard working waaver of Genoa, o he 1uet forgot all avout |

hime Ho was more sure of Uolonius, the Roman ganernl, eepaeinlly

as 1% woulq Ye dAiffionlt for any ong to dispra?e hia sontontinn,

onse that his ags, parentsgs, and plage of birth wore quite unknowm,

Then he had to establish sertain precedents and qualifieations,

whioh would be open to 1nvastigatian.shgu1d he give definite ine

formation regarding his early 1ife. For instance, he olaimeﬂ

that he began his eargeyr on the ‘soa whan he was only fourtesn vears

of age, and bhnt he had never seased to eﬁerciae thle favorite

profossion over aince, At twenty-two, when, socording to later

eviﬂaﬂ@@, he was ot1l]l employed in Wiy father's houge as a weaver,

he presents himsalf t0 us a3 the commender of one of King Rend's

varegalleyss At thirty, he goen on-baaating, he had #alled evory
8ea known to navigators, had eonvarsaé and sorresponded with learnad;
men of every lon+ on maritims sub}ecta, w88 an oxvert in all the !
solonses pertaining to navigntisn, eould draw meps with grent

ascurdey end was conversant with all the ltterature of his time,

phi;osophy.
Are these olaims the produst of salfmdeoabtien,‘pura and aimple;f
OF & 0180 of Adellbarate mendaslty? Only later oh, towards the i

end of his eareer, the first sup ositinn would be tonables The
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ultra-mistlc state of mind that made him fesl the Holy Trinity
strike a partnership with him for the discovery of mountains of

g£0ld and the exploltation eof willions of sk&#as, makes it elear that
he had booowe by then a raving meniae; but for the time being
the pgapasﬁereus,elaims he makes in regard to nis anoeatry and
sarly oxpldita, and espeaislly of his quasi-qnivsﬂsal knowledge,
so eontrary $o the plaln facts tnab hlaﬁaricél rososrch has boon

able £o bring te tho light of Any, a-anot bo characbterised as

T e et

agything else thwn ﬁalibaraﬁe mondacity,

This logond, whigh ssarﬁaa 88 a amsll seed in the ﬁia&artad
nntiana of a mind as full.of prida, conoeit, and a8 morbidly oxe
ageratad mysticlam, as 1k was ompty of idess and the results of
humen experlence, grew by leaps and bounds na he sdvanced in age,

undll he himsel# belleved, esccording to André, to be the % Ambasa sadoy

A e T R A A e O L A S DM S

of God, and interproted the Bible ss prophetis justifleation of his
dreams and oaloulatlons, and even turned Christ himself in'o an
acoomplice in his hiaﬁorioal, geographloal and religlous

arrors,"(4)

4
Aftoy he arrive” in Rortugal, at atont the aze of twontye

A S R A T e S D A i

two, and for Piftaon years afherwards, he was often employed in

Ty

AR

?orﬁuguae@ morchant ahlps 2s . a slerk oy an a simple sallor, In

)

those oapaoitiea he made sevaral voysgoes to different points of

northweat Africa, to tha newly dlagcovered 1slands, and probably to

T AR B AR T

England and some parts of the Horth 8ea, 1In 1479 cur hero visited

i smvimr o e

Porto Santo and established hias pesidenae there for =ome time.

e

{8) . ﬁ_'ﬂdl’é' Pe 34,

T R ATl T
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uﬁé%g;’sayé Professor Androws, he "sespche” tho pagsﬁs of hls Pathore
'13 law, Es?ﬁhaie§aw paroatrello, she had resolved tﬁa taland by
 ghopter from Prinse Honpy, thus famtliarisiag-himsaif with vhae
rnowledgs the Portugnass had aﬁ%asaeé ﬁp o thnd time.” (7)
A9 n mambop of the Peresdrello family snd brothoreln law of Pedro
Qé??@&,'%h@ﬁ poveracy of Poyto Banto, Golumbus hed evary 9gﬁa?ﬁahiﬁy
to inforym himaself Shonhnghly on what at thad time was evawybsdy's
buaing s swethe aé!aneﬂ af ﬁévigﬁ%ian, disgovery, explorastion and
',aéleniﬁa&ian of new lends and islands, vhish seemad to rias from
ﬂh@leu?aalgaa w-ors of tho 8ea of Darknesa as 1P ot the touoch of
& mozle wand, It wuet have boen ﬁgfs, 00, thet “a raonived he |
rudimenbs of the genaral knowldédge ef‘hia tiwo, for, in the words of
profossor indyrswa, he "spent hils young manhaaﬂ ag n ﬁmai eapdor
and &rnﬁ@?...na ann hav@ had no o 'nsation duviﬁg there early y@a?a
and wap orobably 12litevnte whan he laft Qenos for ?srgugal 13

1476, " {B) _
88111, 1in aplteo of the fact that Jolumbve had had no osply

training of any sort, that he Iaékaé exporignce in saaf ring, thad
his atudlaa, if sny, oould hava been only very rudlmentary, the
and wonta ue to bellave that he wae the only man of

g@lﬁ!ﬂbigh. Eyetels

hia time who lmow £hat the eapth was round snd thad i wse ponnible

o pasgh Indls by sailing wosbwrrd. EVon the Fortupuose navipgstors,
thoas vhe had anvelled the ﬁyat@9ies of the Bea of Darimess, sre ‘
suproged by the Bagend to havs baen inoradulons 4nd dumbfounden at
the 'ald cﬂﬁengian of Yhe daving Genoene’ That Qolumbue may have
mown  that the earth 1s round ia probsble boosuse whatever knowladge

[

{7) Andvows, p, 1),
{8) 14,, 14., p. 9
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ho had L% was 211 ascquived from the Alssiples and aowworiors of
prinne 5@n§y tho Havigator, and beocause at ﬁﬁaﬁ'ﬁ&mé béﬁh'”in
Spain and Portugal,” writos M. Andr8, "almost evsryone bslisved the:
oavth to be vounds® (9)  4nd thla same suthority alfuces the toatiae
wony of the contemporary savant Aensas 8ylvius Pleaolomini who, unda

the namo of Pope Plus IX, wrotes “ggggélfoyman mmen fapo gone

gentlunt rotundam ensa,” whioh mosns tho same thing.(10)

Ono Ltmportant Aaifferonce there woa, hovever, betwe n the
139nz of Columbus on thiz aubjeol snd thoss of his sontompovraries,
Golusbus, whose idess wors of 2 myadleo-Pfabulovs origln, was
positively snd un&hakébly supre that the dlshanss between ?éﬁtugal
and tho Indlea =na -mly aboul ons third oa gread by the wead
02 by tho Eaabd, while ﬁ}s batteors knew from soleontifip reasoning
{s thing vathay allion to Columbuat &ﬂéﬁal aau1§%an%) that Portugsl
Fag muoh nesrey to India by the Bast then by the ¥Wonts But
ealumbué, %ho oonaldersd himself the Ambagzasador of God, onuld not
robpaat one lotks f?ém i divinely rovesled ldes, c¢onld not be
gonvinesd, oould not ho tanght,

This fized 1den of Columbns, base’ on no solentifte pro-f
of any itind, Bu? being the meve af?epwing of sxesnsive wystlolom,
obildish oredulity, b 1ledogced stubborness and sonaurmmete pride,
was the o ief Posgson $hy ths King of Porbugal rejeatsd his plang
for a voyage of discoveby bv the Wests “Hing John,® saye 4. de
Hoveai, "gave the projoot of Columbus for examination into the

hands of throo of his edvissra, ..fhose gontlomenwethe asme who

{9) andrd, p. 10.
(19) 1d., tbid, 1
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were latar to gilve bo Vasco da Gama tho chavt of courses hy
whioh he aVQgﬁually voaghed the Indlozss=Ald not share Gélamﬁus?
rsenvioﬁtcns as to the promimity of Poriugal to the Aslatio
asoast™ (1) (by the Weat wvouke).

Other roasons for rofusing Golunbus the mesns %o perform hils
voyngze wora the following: a sure and gortain roube to Indla
had slready baen found; the finding of this route wés not sn éend in
itself but a8 mesans to abtrain a definlite goal whioh was India,
oy rather, ita eommeves and trade; Bhe anmst voute to Indla h=d
the advantage of paasing through the wvhole Porituguess domain |
aver song, while the wast route would only touch one point of 1t
and, finally, st that very moment the natlion wéa engaged in the
proparatlon of o fleet, and all its necosanry aquipmeht, to renoh
by the BRaat, that gsame Indla =hose exiatance and axagt pﬂﬁitiﬁn
in ral tlon to the eratern roubte beseme perfeectly lmosn the momanb
the Cepe of Good Hope wss wvounded by Bartholomew Diag,

As’ { a mattep of fach no famous man in the hilstory of the world
aovid bob'er bo dlspensed with entlirely than Golumbus, “That
the Portugvess should have lighted on Braszil in thelr sooond
expadltion sent out to the Eaast Indies sa s sonasquense of natural
sonditions," says Bourne, "is one of 'he most singuler incldents
'A in hlstay , for 1t 2 ows with almost ocompleto o;rbain%y thet if
| Christopher Celumbus hed never lives, the New ﬁorld would have
beon disgovered within o few yasrs of the timo of itg aegual

disgovynry, as an inovidsble ssquel of the activities of Prince

Henry the Havigator in promoting geographieal exploration,

prouny

{11) de Hevesi, loo. oit,, p. 77,
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‘hia fact, of courss, does not detrach from tho genlus and
sournge of Oolumbus or diminish the lmmenss lmpetnus ¥hioh he
gave to Spanlsh explorablon and oelan&éat&an; yaet it s btrue, ond
as strange 63 true, that one of the most unlversally eelebrsted
men of all history oonld havs heen spared without affooting
materlally the ooourysnag a? the great evendt inseparably sascolated
| with his oares¥™s 1The loss would have baen spiritusl rather than
matorial., The western hamisphere would have bLzsn found and Pow
ported 1In the natural eolors of its virgin 11fs, not elothed in
the ralment of the gorgeous Bast,*{12)

Gs
Tho whole fome of folumbus rests, tren, in the lden ho is

Bupoosad o have hed of veashing ghe Baat by thé Woesbe This he
finally suonasded ia.ﬂeing in spito »P al} abaﬁaaleé, thus dlse
gavering, by aocoldent, first the Antilles and svonduelly, ths gh
indireotly, sontinental Amerioa, that is, tho New World, How
mich truth and how mueh flotion s %ﬁ@re in 811 these claims?
And first, how 414 he over think of making o voyage to the Hest |
by the %Weasy Was India the resl oblestivae of his wyago, or was ?
there anything elsa -hlah he had hidéeﬁup his aloove?

Ho had nover boen » a-saman in the rosl gsenge of the borm,.

The olalm of heving sommnded King Rend's waregalleys, nt twentye
two yoars of nge, P sts only on hla own word, vhich was sanroanly
worth the papor on whioh 1t wna writtens X£ he were sueoh & caonable |

Saptain why Aidntt he ever have the command of » Portuguese esravel, |

e

(12) Bourne, loo. ott., p. 74,
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having sush influential protuotors smong *ho Portugnose navigataﬁa,:
who neVer mide eny distingdlsn, in tnls pos eoct, betwve-n nntlonals
and forelgnopa? His position 1n the rortuguose wmershsnt marine
wan, howaver, that of o olavrk ov sim.le g8atlor. As for his
inability to stuer a boab in the open sea, sway from the sight of
zaﬁﬁ, and his laok of assualntanso with the nss of the mariner'y
gompasa, wil1 ba mnade olesnr in the prauel, |

%hg, thon, on a Geurtaln d4sy aftor & brlef sl ara on tﬁe
igland of 7 rto 8ants, vhere hu Rad besn living a sérgofml
and wonodonxug 11fo among ?&19#1?@8; 414 =0 hurery 8o Fort gal,

sk for on audlenoe with the king ond prasont o almc'e roadyemade ||

pln of Alacovary of the Indlen by tha way of tho weat? [Ioean't

 the mirnculous Schowe remind one of the bivth of Binsrva, in 411

" her beauty snd glory, out of the brain of Jupitor] 4t soams as

if ha had previone knowladgo of what he wan golng to disaover for

he desipgnated the pavallel of the Qanapy ielands ag the ro-to
o be followe~, and tho distange of sevsn hundred £o soven hundre:!
and fifty loagues ae that to beo travelod before reaohing his goals |

In othoy words he proposed to go in peareh of somebthing that hod

alraady beon found and of which he had posl*ive infoyms:lons This
12 why ho wes sdamont in his preteniions of belng mado sn Adm'val f
-0f the Gooan and the raoiplent of privilegea never glvon to any
thor aovtaln a?'tha asen, balors having oven sﬁa?%a“ on his
Voy-gn of dlsooverye Ho navigatos In bis sonses we 14 ever trink
of asking for privileges and dlstinctlons to bo enjoye” in bis own
Pight baforo malzing & Atagovery that wmight nover matﬁrtaILSe,

It is tene, howeyer, thet Columins msw gomething whioh

Wway Tmown t t
aai,§newn by most of his ssntomporanlen. floro 18 his sec-et, .
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A éhipw?@ekaﬁ pilot namet Alonso S8nches waas founsd br Columbus
on thesaashors in sueh o dosperate eondiilon, through hunger and
axposure, that in a fow days hé 4167+ Columbua had sholterverd
| nim and reeeive” fram him the commiasion of going o Pathep antonie
dc Bavohens of 1a BEblda and rel! him that andillia ronlly exlsted;
that ho, Alonno J8nohog, had jnat vatupned fyom thare, but that his
a=4p and orow had bsen destvayed in 8 flevae arorm, ant that he
himeolf was on point of dos=th, Uith thls inbellipgenas the
snfortunate pilotigave Golumbusz what he thaught &0 be the nearest
exnct position of the 1alend, thet la, a-van hondred to soven hundrel
£ifty leagues wont, nand in the a-mo nparallal, 4 the Oonary
Islands, (13) |

In thila pavslation 118 the wmiracle that frenafopmed Golumbus
from a eoychant oship's olavk inko an Admival of bhe Pgoan, for euch
ha deaided B0 Bo by Baking sdvaniage of Alongo Sfnohes' confosalon,
Pathar Harahans, ®ho ha? beon iuphrirsanial in the aﬁgeﬂiti%n ot
Alonso SAnohas, wan nat long In exvracting Ffrow Colusbus the eaagﬁ-_i
Qotalle of ths pllotis vavelntinn, He listonsd ro the wily
Ganogan, t» his bos-ts of vnnald ansestyy, and of long ev:arlence
on mattora pertalinivg *o the men, 4 wol) ag to hils vegus reforsncos
8o the solecgen wolsted to navigetisn, snd, belleving that he might
ba as able, aa he wan »111ing, to Aupllents ¢he foat of Alonso
88nahaas, "hus bringing o Castllls a nrigs which Povtugal wonld
obhavwine ndd £o the -otheps she alveads amsnaa&eé, ke bnoawe on
anrdont and enthuatastio shampion sf Golumbun! achame,

The exiztonce of Antillia was nothing new in the anvels of

iy

{13) see André, p. 286.
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maﬁieime dtlacovary, The wmerit of Alonso Sfinches! perilous voyngze,
whioh ended earéiaastvauaiv for him, but so luakily for the
unaserupnlona awnd ungallané Ligurian, oonslsted in that its
ap@raximgée noattion and raistnﬁee wore sseertained, and thad its
gooret was not loed to postority., OF the knowlsdgs of ibe
exlatense prior to alonno séﬁehea' voyags, A, do Hovesl says)
"thus, in 1478, by the gift of King Alfonso of Fortugal, one
Foynio Tolles, before hla vesngol left harbor, fauné himgsl £ ropgent
of all landa shich ho might dlecover I t“o ocosn of the Ablanticee
+inalnding the Beven (ltisa,! one of tho names by vhlah Antillla waa

unown. And ageln ®in 1486 King John 11 invested Pernfo 4'VUlmo,
by lettaraspatent, with the large ialsnd, islends or gontlnent
lgigg'beyané ouyr shoree and known as She ialand of the Seven 0itloea.

%In 3474, continues Hevesl,¥the Canon Pernlo MerSin wrate
§§ him (Toscanelll) on bohslf a?.%he King of Povdugal, to ask
hig gpinion on the pos»ibility of reaching the Indlas Prom the Weat.
Posoanelll hestened to roply to the royal auery, and snelosed, with
his 1aﬁ§ev dated June 85, 1474, a nantigal ohsyt,” (14)

ﬂav; ab ghéh Lima boolts oF ony kingd wapo very amoavrse, and the

demand for thoso on oneh a spselal by as cosmography was Very arach,

Suah bookas were freely olrovlate” among thoee vho ourssed the
aolonge of navigatlion, Paveatrollo, vwho was velater o the eén:n
Qavain, and ons of the o0ld followevs of Frinse Henvy the Havigator,
wan among the first to have sdoess to tho oorresjpondence of

Toscanslll, one of tho roat eminent savants a~4 coamographers of

his timos A8 a momboyr of Pavestrellotd fam:ly, CQolumbus wsg

!14} do ﬁavas&.-p; 44,
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gortaln to have seen this lehter and chart or heavrd of thair
gonbenta,

It 1s ovident, bherefore, thak thers was nothing ortginal
in the projeoct of Golumbue, nothing that marked him as e
goniug, or a8 aven o sgoond rate expart in coamograchy and the art
of navigetion. 7The rotundity of the sarbh was a thing of general
knowledges The existunes of Antillla, in about the sawe position
whewé it 1s found todsr, rosulia from tho lottergepadont of the
Portuguose kings. 1ts approximate positicn was pevealesd to him
by Alonso S8nochez, The Ponsiblilisy of 9$aeﬁiag the Indies by
the YWesnt wna belleved by #1; wall informed navigetopa vhen Columbug
was 8t11l o wosvarte apprantlice in tho houss of his fathors fhe v
oxistence of the Amsrigan aontinent 1taé1? wan thought of as
8 poanibility by the PorPuguess monrrohs, as 1a evident from
the 19&99ra~§asent to Poendio dfﬁlma, and tonsequently by the
Portuguese navigatora, bsfore Columbus made his flrst voysze.
It was he vho not only 414 not belleve in its a?istene@,or POGe
aibilit?, but porslatently and atubbornly denleo? it aftorwards
againet the poalilive knowletge of navigntors and ehartographears
of his éat, Ho dled with the sonvigtion that ths An 1lles wore
- eontiguous +Ath Asls, snd that emong thém one wouia somotimesa aamé
upon Japan, sometimes uson Tartsry, or the emolre of the Greaat
kehn, or Indla, or Pereia, onr even tha Terreatrial Poradise,
Hoanwhile hia contemporariss belleved that betwsen the Antilles
and Asia there war an enormaus oXpsnes of waters 2t was Golumbﬁs'
~misPortuno to eo~funo the whols iasue and thus rotard for many

years tho sonquest and colinlzation of the Ameriosn oontinent. (15)

(18) aAnar$, p. 139, 218. and ff,
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The agorn with whieﬁ his strangs and, even for that time,
antiquatad notlons of cosmography wore réeelveﬂ by the Portuguese
navigators, and hls oonverantions with Father Andonlo de Harchor fee.

himself an acoompllished eosmographere—soon convineed him that,
1f he wns 1o snocead at all In his ambitlous schomes, &t wae ime

poerative for him to obtaln at least a prefunctory knowlddge of the
gubjeoct he would soom be called to disouss with men eminent 1ﬁ all
branshes of maritime lore,

Unfortunately he had 1itkle inelinntion for soricus and
syetematio thi~lking, and his 1lack of training and want of proper
mathod in the pursusnge of any program of studies, wore obatacles
almost insuparable Iin *he way of palfesdusation in the right
dirsation, of whloh ho was in direst nesde But he was tenaclous
and peorslistent, and hia unenlishtened mystiolsm soon took hold
of him and eonvinoo” hilm that he was & men of deatiny, the Ambage
sador of @Gods 8o, knaéiag that ho would hav- to unfold some kind
of >lan bofore thosr from who= heo er:eote’ ald, he bogen to dsvsua;—
rather than atudy, any books he sould lay hands on, aasimilating, B
together with some exast salenti £io ppiaeipleé, the most absurd
antt fan:astie falry~*alos, He wns ospeclslly charme’ by
Usndeville's desoription of the Torrestrial Paradise, which he was
1) rediseover . in the new lands he should vlsib, )

a'hodge;pedga of contmadiotory faots und fancles, which aerved§%
to oconfuse hisz jiind more and more, was practically 811 he zot from

this desultory reﬂéing, and ne realizes a* 1lsst thnat he n-ede”
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sore oonsistent theory of the »orld and of the lands he oxpeocter
o vislt, 1f ho was to eonvings the sdvigers of the Spenian kinga,
and nob to appesar $oo ridiculous in the ayes of his aanszors, He
thought that 1f he could menter two or thrae suthoritative books
on his favorite subjeot he would have a babtter ohaneo of success,
Laaking & Judielous senan of preportion and eritiocal agoumen he

ohose ar the mentors of his famishsd intelleot the Travels of

Mareo Polo, the Manvelloua Advontures of Hendsville and the Imago
Bundi of Plorve d'Aflly, Handsvillets book, which was for him a
second Bible, end of which he nselmilated all that was Pabunlous
and fantastle, sorved him to great advantoge, he tﬁeught, in his
firat vorages His most raving dreams, howover, whioch were to ?éueh.
‘__haighta hitherto undroam® of, ware inspirer by D'alllyts Imopgo
Hundl, whioh ho obtained lator and whose merzing he 11%&?9115 ecoverod
®#ith notes diotated by his own fovorlsh fantasy,

For a man 1lke Columbus, who aspired ab bacoming » acholap

in half a dosen-sleepleas nishte, the Iman0 Mundl was unequsl ed,

It 1s o uind of oneyolopeis of quotations on cosmograshy, all
‘taken from eﬁe shnroh Fathers and anolent writers, _
"Oolumbus,"” says Andr8, "earefully made exbtrasts from thom,
sabalognad, and used them in a menner that seomed to indiaate he
had read the works of ev-»y avthop sited, while in tyudth he had
Never oponed one of thelr books, 4And to the nemas of vriters he
added in 1lke manner thoase of travelers, friends, and other his-
borlsal parsonngss with whom the pame wovks gove him a alight
acquainranass A1l these names are found in his latiers, his reports,
and in the aceounts of hia thipad and fourth vovages, In ono nare

rative he inserted an entire pnge 52 4'Allly's work, On one page,
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aside from the enrdinal's name, eve found thosa of Hieolaea de
Lyra, Aristotle, Avervo¥s, Zenses, Alewsnder the Great, Nero, Fliny,
ptolemy, Hara, 8ts Augustine snd 8%, Ambras@. And sca*Bersd
through his wribings are sles found the following: Strabo, Ones-
toritus, Hesrohug, Harin de Typ, Alfragsn, Jules Qapitolinus,
Solinus, Avigenns, the Venerable Bede, Eratosthenes, Flaviss
Josephue, 8%, Ieldorus, Sts Fhomas and a goodly number of others
all taken from the works of Pius I and Plorre d¥ailly, not sounting
those baken Pfrom thas Bi@la;” {18)

- With the assemblage af-quota%iaaa of every nnoiont writer end
an imposing array of famous names, as if pnrnasalg put togather
to glve hia aharlatg@am the appesrance of orudition, he was able
to malts =#n impreasion on asvtain alasses of pesple, especially
as hé had aloruvence snd unbridles imaglnatlon, end was st heapt a
poet and a dreamers The tragle powt of 1t 811 is that he read in
his favorite triad of auﬁhnra,-awé took wpon himeelf the task of
defonding, the most prepsterous, antiguated, unseemsly, and .
dontradiotory views ofhll thoss anthors eited yosseoting the shape,
plge, and oomponi-ion of the jarle, aven in view of the notual
meps ‘and facta thaellay bofars hia orn eyes and were known, all over
Buropay faots that gave the 11e to his theoriss and his authors,

His bellef, besau«e unoritienl, was as firm and unshaktnbleo ag a roak,

though 1ts base was no stronger than the flignte of imagination
of his. favorite authors, On suok « fourdation he formlated the
following avtialaapf folth wrich he mainba&n@é.as long as he 1ived:
The world 1» vary emall (abovt h-1f of 1ts nobual slge) snd s 8ix

barta garth an® ono part weter, The snan botween Spain and India,

e

{1a) André, p, 62,
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by tha Weat, ia ner-ow, an¢kahta1ns wanY uﬁﬂiacévere“ islands =h ch
asn bs reached in a fow dava usilings Thase ielands ars adjscent
to Asla, 1In fact he -lpoes them all the way from Jnpan to Persia,

While nls oontemporaries were dlsproving, both in the
Bast and Weat, the falalty of those faneiful thoorles deduged by hir
from the fables of the Hapyellows Adventuros and of the dmago

¥undl, anq%are rovealing the wholw ¢sngt eoant of sontinental
Amarica both through exploration snd by means of weps, soresd all
ovor Eavaﬁe, Oolumbus adherad tenacioualy to hias pet deluaions

and 414 all in his gawaﬁ to aompel Natuwe to conform with his prow
eeucsgvad 1de0as, PFalling to a*umble ovoyr the ompire of thoe Groat
Kehn in his uphagerd srulses about the Antllles, he decidand tholve
thig knotty problem by placing Guba in the Asiatles mainlanas And
lest any man, in ocolluslon ~ith Natura, aver dare to ohalenge hls
authori?y in the ratter of maltlng the world snew to aonform to his
wlehon end to hia own interpretation of the fablesz he hea? ndopted aa
artleles of falth, he "eent,” writes M, Andrs, "the Growm notary

on board all three of tho esravels to @btain from onch of the
sallors Hﬂﬂ‘pilefs n Gopusition £0 that effect.,." (17) An _
offielsl doowront conbaining thely declarations was drawn ups in it
was specified that “"whoever, afbor having so sworn, olaimed the oone
trory (that 1s, that Cuba 13 nn 1sland) would have his tongue ond
out,,,” {18)

His delusi-ms, hias greed, hin haaptiesnéas,'ané mandaoity,
are menlfost in many of his letters snd athé? doeumenta dating
{17) andré, p. 218,

(18) 4., p. 217,




1

from after hie fivet voyﬁgé- fig drags 007 lnto his rartnerahip
and makea him acoomplios df'hia goographloal errors and 1in ﬁia
thirat Por gold, evom wers the latter t0o bo slaked by a grand seale
slave tradee "Of the iglénéa I have dlsoovered,™ he a-yse, "enlyj.
god and I know ths loeations I shall brave all éangera to dlucover
other aeereta'hidﬁan deep in the breaat of the world, to find-
the islandsa., 1 know exist,..evloh in gold, silver, pracious stangég,
FessThe tiaihga of the gold which Ilsaié 1 would glve are that,

on Garlatmes dsy, being greatly aflioﬁed and tormented by the wioked)
Spaniards and the Inﬂians;.qau? Lord comforted me mirasulously,
saying to ﬁa; 1Takke oourage, be not dlsmsyed nor fear, & will proe
vide for ally thé #sven years, the term of the gold, are not yet
pasééd; and in thia, as in the rent, I w1l redreeﬁﬁthee.'“ (20)

At énaﬁher time Christ sppears to him and Ywith a palpsble ﬁand'
showa him tho route o the Indles, thaé iz bo ssy, to Ohina, Indis,
Japan, the omplre of the Grent Kahne 1In other wafﬂs Ghriat roturng
in p-raon to te'l our hero that Amevlos dsés not exiat,'ﬁhaﬁ Ouba
1o dhe malnlend of Asia, WAbh this assuranse and in order to put
an and fo hils lsbhors he went onos firom Hisganiala to Guba in search
of The Bmperor of China, whose residence he knew to be there, In a
letter to Dofla Juana de la Torre, he sayss "Un one oocaslon, not '
long sinee, whon I was extremaely depressed, He ralsed me with Hia
divina arm, aryings 10 man of little'faith, arise, 1t 1s I, be not
af aldl,es? God made mo the messenger of the new heavem and the
now sarth, of mhisﬁ he spoke in the Apooalypse by S8, John, after
having spoken of 1t by the mouth of Isalshj and Ho showed me the

[eeen N .

‘19) André’ ps 30,
(20) 1d., p. 283,
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gpot where to find 1t." (21) .
As Columbug became nore and more abnorbe? in tho absurdities

of the Marvellous Aﬁy@nbgrag_éna of the lpago Mundl, his dreams

are all of Ohina, of Aures Chevsonssus, Gaylon and gold. Refers
ring bto Hount Hofora, where 3olomon sent his ships for sold,

he mays Lo ths Kiﬁgﬁg 1t 48 "ina riéheéﬁ mountain of gold in
thoe univaraasy«today the propenty ef yony Hyghnesson, I8 is in eﬁe
iéianﬁ of Hispaniola." (23) On the éeaagion of fiﬁéing of a plaeei
oalled gibao, of a lump of g@lé wolghing Bwen+v ouneos his
ohronioler savas "The ﬁﬂmi?ﬁl bollaved that he had rediscoversd
'...Ehe anslont treasuress whleh, 1t 1s stated in the 014 Testamont, |
King Solomon of Jorusalom had found in the PeysisnAaulf;“ (95) |
And when asked why he hed brought to Spain only a handful of the
oovated and sll povvading mobosl, e ansvered amon: e*har ‘hingsy |
Pin the dlatrie: of 0lbao alone Lhere 1s so much gold that one doos|
not dars to estimate 4t, One of my men himsslf fount 1t on more 1
than 1ty elvers, In the éhele 19land it o v ba Found on top of
the »arth anywhoroe one seaveb@s.;.ﬁ%em Bhekext voyage that 1 make,
my veapals w111 bring baok such an immenss quantidy of gold that
it w111 osue» the grestest admiratlons Ryerything wlill bo done
and sean in 1ts time, with the 214 of the Holy Trinity.? (84)
Blsewhere he statess "fhey (the nativos) say that when one of the

lords of tho souniry a? Voragua dlea, they bvury all the gold he

e

{21) 4andré, p. 361,
{232) 14., p. 335,
{23} 1d., p. 826,
(24) 1d., p,'aa?;
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‘poasessad «1th his body, ik’h_m‘é #erd brought to Solomon ad one Joupe

noy 866 quinbsle of gold (1 quinb,=about 200 Iba,), besides what
the merehants and sullors brought, snd that vhich wea paild in Aradbla
oss Thla is related by Josephus in hia shroniols Do Antiouibabituasg
wontion 1s also made of 1t 1n the Chroniclss and in the Book
of Kingneswoto.® (285) | |

- On hls fourth voyope he dtrnated his éonrss to Hoiti though
he was expressly forbldden to do 80, After gomo days he salled
almlessly aeroas the whole pf of Hexleo and ha:nene? to touch
the cosat of Honduras. OFf this v&ait he wribeaj “és 1 found
overyithing true that had been told me in the éiffe?ent plagss
whioh I had vieited, I fs1t antisfled 1t would ﬁe the zame with
resped  to Glgmare, wihlch, aceording ‘o thely accout ls ﬁina days
journey aocross the gountry westwards they tell me thore 1 a gy nt
quantity of gold there.,. They 8lso say that the sea surrounds
Oiguare and that at ton days jJouvney from thenoe is tho river |
; Gangga;“ {2a) 940 ha eonoludes that he s exaotly niagﬁeeﬁ davys
Journey avay frowm the gangoa pivers Then he 8 sy "RH&B I leavnnd
from the mouth of ﬁheaé people ilai?eaég knew in detnil feom ;
Boolts, " (27), meaning, of course, thoss of dandeviile, Piérra
d'Ailly, oto,

That he *thought ﬁe gwed guch Syl -mphs to a Alvine ﬂis#enswﬁign

1s aloar from what he snys later on: %I undertook snother voyage
to the new heavens end new asrth vhich had beon hitherro soncoalad)

and if theso are not ay:recisted in Spein, like the other peris of

(28) andr$, p. 220 £f,
(30} 1Id., pe 269,
{27) 14,, 1vaq,




the Jndlos,-it-4a pot all~%9n#a??ﬁ;,-91ﬁ$$ 1t .1a-to. .my labors

that they are indakted for *hew, The Holy S8plviy encempassad

8. Patey and the fes% of the Swelve, vho all had confliots have

volow; they wrought many works, they obtalned the vietory," (28)
The extvraoprdinavy turbulence of ﬁhe wstava of the Yrinoco

?1?9?, dashing 1iko a chavge of cavalry far inbo the oocoasn, was

an obleot of great edmirastion to Balumbua. A r1v=r.hhst'bahaved

1ike that oould not be but one of the four rlvers that flowed frow

the Terrestrinl Papadises In the Mavvellous Adventursas of Mandevill

ho had learnaed that the world was shapad 1ilke n near and that on
the plaee‘af ghe stem 16 bthe Torreatrinl Faradise, 8o he aast

s glanco at that part of *he world around hiﬁ;ané wan gntiafied
that 1t corresponded exacsly bto Bhe speclificatisne given by Man-
daville and that the wateps o the Ovinoceo were coming straight
from the Terrestrial Paradises Thils ssme Handeville hed aald,
howave», that the Terrestrial Parsdise "had bub one antry that
e olosed with fire, burningy 80 Shat no man that 1a mortal dare
enter," (29) Columbus, apparently atll) connidering himself an
ordinary wmortal, did not even try o look af the Paradlse from

‘afar ‘as Moses had done with respsot to the Holy Land,

Te
Hhethar suoh fankzatio and abanrd noeounta are alwply the
produgt of « deranged mind, or vasl abtomphin at. decelving the
publie, 1in the'gnilaleég eonviation that e?éry?oﬂv was Aa ignorent

78 hia abaurd and ehildlish noti-ns orove him to have bheen, it 1s

Popia. N N ol

{28) Andrs, p. 248
(29} 18,y pe 245
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imposaibly to says The fast Is thet In =menv inshenass bho showes
the grostest Aleregrrd Por trubh, and in ‘hiy writings éne oan
Mnd Qagans of inatanoos af salnahle ?niaah&a&; Aron't some of
tho iﬁaiégnta given by Bim of Wle sanly Zi?é lasking Lo siraighte
foywarinesn snd in the simpleat gloments of tmmth) ﬁ&s Bhﬁ@a
grravels are altornstely 9?alséa, An hls dlsry end loksers, as
largo, strong, ss-worthy, wells.bullh, wi:h al1l thg_qnalihiag of
Pt sluns aﬁi§a, and - aondenfied for the Spposils qual it ie swe
014, wormesaten, of bad workmenship, real sea-trapse.s all depending
an the thevis he wishes %o prove ab tho momont,

Beafore avviving ak btha coudd on his ?iveﬁ rob #n voysz: he
writes to the Kingos "fholy ¥ajostlon may vest spoure” that I
9111 give them ar mush gold se they waYy have nesd of, and wish
tat 116518 210 on thelp pards alze Bploes, cotton and mAstitg ..
and I oan fuenish sles«wood and as eway heathen slavas gs thelp
¥njestias may choone 2o ecomeend,®(30) In ano:her lofrop hs relates
how he ha? hod no ag%&vtuniéy_ta arap In any olfy oveopt 13 1a
¥avitad of whioh he tosk possession and loft in order and gafoly
probodtad, OFf this aley, whlch waa not nadles nov large, bout a
almple amolosure mnda up of the wrask=ge of the Sante Hapise, and
vhere ho 1of3 a Pow Upaniarde 80 badly profsots’ that they weve
all ma-saorsd bafors his pedturn to the Antillles, he goen on to
say: VIt was the ment gonvenient and besd siturted for worlking
the gola minos and fov the sowveree wlth tho Eaprs.Pirms, whothey
that 1@ﬁﬁ_ﬁ?ﬂ?@ﬁ e by on teis alde, ap on thet “hope are the
88atna of the Grest Khan,*{31)

. e . "

{30) snars, p. 184 £F,
(31} 1d., Pe 188,
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¥hen the magnetio variation waas first obsorved (olumbus says
rhat the senmen were ﬁ@rriried. Of his own torrors no asya
nothing, Heybe he had nona, for na dtaaovered, he 8ava, that the
magnetie variatlon wan dus ho the fsotb tﬁas the sbar moyed from

1ts plaes while the nezdles vemained shatlonary.

On hia firast voyage Columbua says shint he declided to sount
1oss than the btrue mumbar of leagues thay made esch dav, so thab
the orow might not be fﬁightﬁﬂeé'if the voysge should prove iong@r
thén.he;hgﬁ told tham 1+ waa, “Th{y,“esmmenﬁs‘ﬁnéré, fwanlde s shave
bean unliktely in Solumbust oase, an he wag untrained ﬁeahn!oally
in saafafing mwtt@rs and mist have hlmsel? boan aware or his leeok
ef akilt. Eesidsa, t& would have boon wmibs 1m*asﬂ1bla to decolve
nis offigers in that mabtor."(83) The saptaina of the ginta end
the Nifla, expert seamen, and not too fond of thelr upstaﬁﬁ Amiral,
would they heve joined him in thes deception for which they would
have to hold aonferences nlmost every day with the Admiral while

salling apart from eash other?t

, B

But a1] this was part of hip campoign of propaganda whlah,_‘
with the hels of his non Fernando, his friend las Qasas, and one
oy other of his future admirers, was to bulild vp the geat and

smaming Columbinp Loszend, 1b waa 4 guestion of ersating a here.

- out of thin alye The'thlng has boen attempted often, In this
cane it puoeseded as 1t has onoe tn a vhile snacseded in the hlatox
of ths -orld, To onhance the herolg etatura there muat he ?illaini

in the plot, and these bagnn to appear and take form in the

e

33)  andré, p. 209,
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imaginative and spldeful héad_of-§plumbus himsel?, and thelr
aumber and qualitles werse m:ltiplied and doveloned lator on by hls
agostles and devo ees, "To the eave,” says M. andrd, *that
Columbus himself kool %o lo~d hils aant@mgovarlea antray from the
trubth woro éddea the wyths and opeon l1lés invenia? by others during
thyao osnturies and a halfe"{33) .

0f his asudden and acorst departuve from Portugal Las Casasg
affirma that 1t was dua to foeor that the King of Fortugal might
dataln hWim in order to stesl hig plan for ths Alseovory of Indla
by the wasts How could the King of Portugal wish to ataal from

Columbus a plan which wes well ¥nown by any goawman of hia time,

leétanc@ to India by the Weat than by the Bant, a 4iffeprence which
was alao wall known by sll ozcept the Admirsl? 4 gnfo-gondust
asked for by Columbus and gr-nte’ him by the ?oytugﬁas@ monn Poh
on Mnpeh 20, 1488, for hls veturn to Portugal, shows sonelusively,
by ita wording, that 1ita faeipient %8s saughh by thoe officers of
justiaé for sgme orime not specified in that dooument, 1t may bo
romarkod hore that no safe~99ﬂduats'ware necessary in Goluwbus?
bime exgopt in aaéa of orima oy othor misdemeanor.(34)
The'examtnazicn of (olumbua’ projeot in tho eonprt of Spaln
bagomas again; in the hands of the promobters of his Legend, a
~Porsile Pfisld in the 1dolization of thelr hero and'cénsaqu@ntly in
the sastigatinn of the inéiavéﬂsabla'villsin‘or;villains of thila
dpamps  What humiliatiOﬂs,Apeﬁaagﬁtione, and pngish of solrlt,

hadnit this intelleatual esgle to auffer at the hondg of the .

{33) andr8, p,33,

(3@) xﬂO' pf'SQ.

but wag entirely impraotloal on azeount of the immeasurakly g?@aaar'
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" dwarfish owls of the Hedlameval Nightl Hls strugglos with the
ignoranse and fanahi&ism of monks and oourbiers were éremendaus
and tltanie! The fast 1s that the commission componned of Hornando
de,Talévava and tho mpet competant aavantas of the roalm, appointsed
by the Quaen to exsmine Golumbus! projset, diﬂ-ﬁotlgo vopry Pap

in ita study and made no éaeiéian aonoorning the vhole subjeod

for the‘%sme‘heimg, owing to tho foss that tho court moved to
Salameonces baking Colunpbus along as a guest of honor,

During that winter (1486«7), the ohronlslers toll us, took
plage the Pamous donfevenss in whioh (olumbus defended hia oase,
sometimes with hot and violent epgumonts,against the monks and
the othera of the (ueonts sommissions In vain 4ld the L&gurién
woaver Lvy to oanviaae'%hﬂée maﬁhema%iaiaéa, cosmographers and
agironomsva, professors of tha fampus University of Balamanes,
that éﬁé world wao vound and thet 1Y was @nssibla to sall A ship
waaﬁwa?é‘ané ratnrn to the asame plass by the Egst; Xt was impose
8iblo bo convinae those ignorent and fanablo profossors, who 6Ons
tonded that tho world was flab, that oven 1f 14 were round 14
would bo impossible to vesch the reglona coveped by the Mare
Jenebrosum, op that even In sags A ship should »eaoh those

roglons 1t wonld gertainly novor vokturn to tell the tales Falling
£0 oonvinse tho pasudossavants with salentifls arguments, the
future Ambanpador of God Brisd the texta of the Bible, "The

ardour of his &pasale*ship;” seys Rosally de Largues, Tappaared then
to tranafigore him in bhe @ves of hils sudlencas éﬁa majesty of his
parson, the 1lluminabion of his eauntghémce, and the ke@n' |
8onorousness of hls ﬁaic@, gavé his lsnguage a psvsuaslon that wns
irvvosistible to evory unpraejudlss”’ wind,,.And ho turned against his

adversarlen, megnifiscently devaloping to them those asme texts
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of Soripturs in whish they tbought they eonld show him hia

gondemnat on, " (88)

Tentt it stpange that the eoamographars, aarbronowers and mabhe
amaticlans, not to menblon the theologliansz, of one of the most
penotmdd universitles of Turops at that time ghould ignere a
ghing which, aéaovﬁing to the savant Peps Plus IE, practieally
ovarytody im the stponts togk for grenbted? Columbus, who yas
none of thoge thinss, end was nob even a navigabor, Kndw more than

all of them and; through divine insplraslon, one must suppose,

wos able to sonfound all of thom and reduse then bo ahameful elle
ancel And hovw 414 he-~bthe luvembor of 20 wany supsvna ‘vral

. phenunmonn---, aRd a1l his éh?@ﬂiﬂl@?@,-fﬁﬁ the apsgo of 187 Tears,
£8i1 to monblon the grestost and the mosh fay panohing dsnste of
wis timet Por tho vgwé simple reason that no such confafianss- Book
plass until the Historla de la Provinaia do San Vincento de Ghyspa

gave it blyth in 1619} What a pitlfal waste of wellsmeante
aloquonae on the part af Rosolly @s Lorguesd

9
Being as ignowant of the arb of seafering es the meanant
hand of bhls avaw, Oolumbus relied on the Finba, eammaﬂdsﬁ by anraina
Pinzdn, perhaps the avlest Spanish navigetor of hie timey %o steer |
his way vharavop he wenk, In aéﬁsequénea he lost completely his
boarings-sonde in the sonsts of Ouba, and ageln on his roturn
Voyage, not Par from the &5avgéanmhan the ?iﬂta; basnuae more

sk111fally steara® op of bottor senworthiness, was lost on the

vy

(4B) André, p. 68,
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norizon to the sight of the Admirsl. For thls reason
he wes oaught in » big storm just before he roasched the Azores,
while Pinzén, who wes perfeatly at home in those seas, esoaped the
storm and ssiled éﬁ?aigbh #o Spaine Nob go the Admiral, After |
tho storm had abated, and nobt knowing hls position nor the mesans
of finding tb,vhé salled sostward 1lke a blind mans When finally
1and ormo in alght he wes unsble to deolde vhether 1t wos the
Roek of Ointra, near Lisnbon, or the ecasta of Madelira or of Azoros.
It provad bo be Santa Maria, one of the Azores, whose pord ho
anBored at lmat,

.This i3 not the only proof congerning hls ignoranoe of the
apt of navigatien, Xnowing, through Alonas Sfnchez, the approximati
poaition of Antillia, why 41d he not s8all stralght to 1% from

palos? Why 414 ho gé five: to the Genary Islands inatead? The
roason 18 that the unforbtunabe pllot had 8014 Coluwbus antilliats
position with vofovence to a parallol situated at a cartaln painﬁ
in the asrohipelago of the Ganary Ss;an&a. On his next voyage
he stavrted agein from the same point in order to follow sxaotly the
same line he had followed tho first time, & mode af_ﬁroeedure'that‘
any wariner would be achams? to adopts This time, however, a
storm echenged the direatlon of his flead, and so, inntead of roaohl
hig goal, which was ﬁigp&niala, be Cound himsslf entangled in the
labypinth of tho “esssp Antllles from whieh he could f£ind no esocape
Juan de 1a Gosa, who Wwas An sble cosmographer and had loarnad the
exast postiion of Antllilla fronm Hartin Fiﬁaéﬁ,—aaved the situatlon
for the Admiyal without any da1£fioulty, ns so0on ov tho Admiral
put himasl? in his hando. o | |

on hilg seeond poturn he agein bassme lost in the Loager

Antilien for falling ko adjust his sosition to the direction of the
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spadeewindsr  APter one month of plind sailing, beonuns he was

unable to uas bhe quadrant and %o corraet nla former wisteke, he

was atil) in auaénlupg shen he should have been vesching the coasts
of ﬁ@ﬁiﬂ, The provistens for his two hunéred and PLfLy passengers,
mostly slaves, wore oxhauskedy so he deoided to land in Guadalupe
1n order teo tale on provisions, Thls was anether mintake, for the
451and wes inhablte~ by ¢annibals, whom he had to fivht for Son
daye while hunbing for provisions, These vere tneufrichent and
his laok of seaméﬁahig rob-pdod she vovage stil) more, so that
whon he roachod 0841z move than half of tho elaves had A1ad of
hunger and @ﬁp@auﬁes

Aftey all She aplowing deserintions ho mada ot the eouyt of
the innumerable 1stanéwrh9 dlseovered and the marvelsus things
he snw, the fueen ramimﬁad him of the wmaps he had asromiasd her of
the lands he should dissover, showing thelp longituds ond 1atitude,
and theiy positlon in relatlon to othar landa alveasdy knowns, The
unfortunate Admiral had forgotben all aboud guoh unim;ortani and
prosaie matterass How could he make any maps if he 41d not know
how, and the nantieal instrumenbs wera 6o many puszles to him?
fonly bwlse during the vovasge," soys Me Andrs, ¥414 he try bo

debormine a latitude, and aach time wede en error of sovaral

degreas,” (36) A vgviﬁable poem on the hundreds of {alandp he

gaw, when in realldy there wera only sbout 8 su@re; on ﬁhe mountalna
of gold he 1@8Fﬂ$é shout, but of whleh he wasragaraely ablo to gob

a handfuls bheoo and sweh 1itevary Fragmonts of the rainbov he

1mnpined to be the renl business of an Admival of the Ocean, For

(38) sndrd, p. 198,
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ﬁhe post he dld not know as muoh as the hurblest mem- e of his araw{
The gaesn soon gsroe&ved haw mlataken she had basn rogarding the }
ynowledge of Columbus about the ard of wavigation, and had the |
good seﬂéa o sond with him, on hia seoond voyags, an atle
GGémogPﬂph%P, Juan d¢ la Qosza, 20 that bthe disgoverles made should
not suffeor the fube of those made by Llef Brlokaon.

Ono of such dlscovoriss was that of an 1slend he oealled |
San 8alvader, He 414 not male 2 ﬁnp of 1%, 4ild =not maé& its
ongltion on aaﬁ mep slready in exlistoncs, 4ld nok find 1ina
1atltude and longitude, Instend he made this postic desoripbion of
1%5: "I was mpprehensive sboub landing on aoocound of a roef of

vosky, whioh surrourds the whole 1slsnd, although wikhin there is

depth of water snd room suffisioent for all the shlpe oF Ghriateﬂdam;
with a very narrow entrange. There sve aomd shoels withinsids,

wut the watop 1o aa amootbh aé the botbom of & wall,"(37) BHabher
pratty, one wust confess, but appérently the goographern haﬁ#

nover besn able to looate sueh an islend in olthor of the aAntilles,

10,

Ho lndolges in many kinds of faleéhaoé, olthor to coVer up
hls laok of aosi%ivg'knawlaﬂga, to heighten the imsortancse of his
pePrsSoINn é? o stab in the beok thoge against whow he may heve
had & grudges The King of Povitupal, who spurned hin offer to
dise@?arAwhat fad él?@ﬁdy bosn diasovered, gomes in for muoh
#landep and Palsa ghorgos by the Admipal. ‘When he 1anaaﬁ.sm trheo

18land of 3antn Barin, withou' knowxing vhether 1t was one of the

{37) anaré, p. 124,
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Azorws, or Madwipra, o tha foel of Ginbtya, two prlapts and a

notapy osma to hig shlp %o swrming hiz lottargepotont ~nd the

ahip's papers, Aa was oustomry. " Prom thém, o noted in his

Alary, the Admirsl leavnod that had the Popbugnnse snseceded in tale
ing him, he wonld nevar have got freo, for,..the Ling,..had given
ordep to that affeot,?{84) His son Fernando commenta: %It wes
roporial on the lslsnd that the King had pont orders to all his
gubjeats to seours the porson of Bhe Admiral b. any means
whatevors¥(30) Anything sertelning to the Admiral had the groving

power of & snow Bally the morse 1% raolla tha largsr 1% Dedomes.

It was salrosdy obsorved how 1ittle Inderoatod the popbuguese
King wns in Columbms! dilscoveries. 1# thero wap any r-ason for his
arrest 1t was of an entiraly difforent ordeye Po rhaps the
Admirel wished not only to ellensod nant*éi%y regarding shatev P
mlsdemaanoy he hadl porpebdrated im Forbupal but alno to pose as
a maptyy to a greab and wopthy ocanso.

Bud the Pfalsity of this shapge sppears morae plaaply fpom
other cinroumsiandses surrounding the same ca2os in the firat plaeé.
1t would be essy for the aunthopitles of the lalmnd to affeot ﬁh9 
arpeat of Goluwbus Lf they wizhad or had basn ordered fo do 80
In the seosond place it lo unbolievable that King John IX, one of
the moat magnanimous and gblast asbabosmen of his *1imas, would so
Mghtly risk 2 var with Spein, thus pubbing ln Jeopardy his groat
projeets ia the Yrlent, shioh was the maln obiéet of Porbtugel's

ambitions Hoveover, way, inshead of dasarting for Spain, dla

Py
g o

(38) Andrd, p. 173.
(39) 1d., pe 178 £,
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Qolumbus sall atralght from the Azoves o the powt of Llabon, where
he know that the Portugusse mana?eh ks asnt ordavs to all his

E
.‘
i
I
i

subjeots %o rooure him by sny means vwhatever? Wuy dafy the 1lion

in hle own lair? Beeauss vhat he_raallylgggg was that only henarg,?
and triumphs avalted hlm 1n the aourt of %h@_gal?sgt and magnanimons
king John IY of Portugal, honors and Srlumpshs that in fae' wove ]
beg>owe? upon him with levieh hands Bub hia vanlity, howsver prow |
diglous, was not as great as his ingratitude and spiris of
vindiotivenass, nor his 1ngle of the most alomenbary loslo.

As Af that gratultous and malevoleont accusatlion was not agufe
fielont, tho later admires of the Admirsl manufactursd another,
The Fortuguese noblas, bhey wrobe, plotted Ho amssassinato him and
disouased theoly svll intentliona with the King himeolf., However,
Providenss, which was always dn the side of bho Admirsl, not only
dslivere? him from thia new danger bul eompallsd the villalns to
glve aelumbﬁg a royal sendsoffi Ho nover knew of this ha»rible
plot, nor did hie son ?éwnsnéa; but later blogrephers wore eertain
that one more lis, and mshy nore lles, of thia rort would enhance

the posthum-us glory of thely hero,

13,

T™e olearest alm of all the sbrivings of a hero of the
magnitude of cur legendary one would be, it seems, the fulfiliment
of the grant ldne we sssume to bave been the chief produad of hie
brain, the mosk genuine and anthentie offspring of the goniues

we ondow him with, that 1z, the revelation of a new ¥World, the

bringing together Inko ons fold the Qeagﬁer@d Pyragmontis of the

human Pemil&, withont any pehbty sonsiderations of his o'n material
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galn, dlatine’lons and gia?yt with Columbus, howover, bhings
aid not seom ‘o have worked that WAy,
The exeﬁbiﬁant and unpproosdented demands he made of both the

Partuguese and 3psAish monnrohs, in nia favopr and in that of his

helrs in parpetuldy, aas an ahgolub-ly nesesaary oondition of hin
voyasze of diacovery, 2 aondition to be fM11f111ed in 1lis entirety
oven bafore his departure, was highly rosonted by those wonarohs,
and was, withont doubt, & Vary important osuse for the delay of
nis expeditions The glory of belng tha diseoverer of new worlds
was anb a2 impcrﬁant tn hia oyes as to he Unown as Don chrisﬁeahar o

&Pﬂhﬂ adm'pal of thae Ooesn, Viseroy 59 11fo over all the lands

alyoady ﬂ&saevereé and tn the future o be diacovered by himj %6
have one senth of tho produobs devrived from the coul’ ty«tion of suah'
1anda, and th: right o nawme thaly govovnorsl ﬁad he wished, sbovael]
all, &o meke this voyage of aiaaovg?y he woulé ha#e dons so within
1onn than $wo months sf his arveival 1in fpaln, for the Duke of
Horina=Cell, immensaly rloh and very enthuslastic atout Columbus!
pfajseﬁ, affored to defray all the expendes of the axpedition, |
namely, bo srovids him with thyaee or four oaravels, and theiy araw g
and Lo farniah all the nocosaady sguipment and monays But, alaslf
.
|

Wo was no king, and thevofore oduld not make him the Admiral of !

the Qcoan.
Gain he oxpected Lo find o his haart's gontent in the lards

f
ko Ba dlaoovered Decausa, aocording to his gertaln kno=ledge
agquired in the pagen a® HBarao Polo, andeville and #lerre atallly
his voyage of & few days would take him to the fabulous ompireos

and kingAoms of the East, where hugle olties were sounted by the

thougand, with houpea of marble cov-red with roofs of gold, and

where gold, sllver, precious stones, apiooes, ond all winda of pieh
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me?ahaﬁéiaa, wore as plontiful as ssnd-dunes in the Jahara desertl
But he was diasproinbted in these as in many othey of his
moat aanguine expectations, NHe promised shiploads of gold to the
King, he dvesmod of mountalns of gold avising everywhere 1in the
islande he had visitad, he raported on inexhaustibe mines of

gold whioh he never aaw, he vediscovored in severallplaeea the

gources of Jolomon's sargoes of gold, Butb apparently Solomon did
not le4ve sa muoh &z a gample of tho gold he had esrplert to Jara
uaalom, and all the gold Columbus spoke of was only the reflexlons
of his obonsalon and desire, for gold he did nug £ind snough %o

| satlisfy the neods of the poorest membor of hls orew

Howevey, as an export alchemist, Columbus gould weke gold
;.ouﬁ of baser substances, and the Antilles, ascording to hls own
roporbs, haa“gfeas'aﬁunﬂanee of suoh maﬁeriais, "Prom this single
‘plage (& small distrles of Hait1)," he aays, ?wiﬁh1ﬁh9 ald of the
Holy Trinlty, one could oxport all the elaves that 1t would be
9553151@ to 80lls that 1s to sey, forty thousand, who wuld be
worth twenty million maravedion, " (40) of whiéh,ef conras, he éenld__
got two millian maravedies, as his share, 8o, even before ascors-
baiﬁing'what the wishes of the Queen mighd be in this roapect; he
sont a shipload of slaves bd 8pain, and he has'%hé Alatinotion

: af being the firaﬁ who pleﬁaad to earé} on thls traffio en o grandey
seale than ever before., And in order to desolve tho Quesn he eX=
plaingd to her thak his earge of humsn flesh’ cons!ste” of Qaribs,

who wevs cannibala, and that hls ohlef purposrs was to ocorreodt their

Inhumane ways and prowots the aalvation of thelr soulse As 8 matter

of fast he was not Belling the trath, for with the axseption of

QQ) 'andré, D» 828,
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ahout a doszon, these unfortunsto ones wers all harmlesas Haitlana,

& 18 to the oredibt of the Gueen that ahe erﬂered the captivesn to

be fresd and would nover consent to the enalavement of the Amore
tndlans, _Even Lagy Qosaay whﬂmore than eny other is resvonsible for
the (olumbian: Legentls has this to say of hia hero on the score of |
the slave Btrade he inaugurates; "The misfortunes whieh he auffored |
wore but 3ust chasblaoment for his t?aaemént‘af the Indlana. % {41) ?
 And Lummis comments on thle dnptardly desd of Columbng: "Good
: Gueon Inaballa was 8o indignent at this.barbarltg that she ordered
the poor Endiana to be liberated, and aena out Franoisso de Eobanr
dilla, who in 1600 arregted Columbus and his rwa brothers.«eand |
_ sont them in irons to Spain."(42) Elsewhore he adday "It has been |
- a fashion to aceuss the Spanish Crown of base ingeatitude towsrds
. Golumbus; but thls 1s univat. @he foult wao with nis own acks, whidl
-maéa_hargh moaaures by the Orown necessary and right."(43) This
testimony and, even wove, that of his blographerefriand Las Caaas,
should dispose onde and for all of tho accusationa of Ingratituds
| against Galnmﬁus made against Spain in order to axalb the transe
‘groasor of the laws of humenlty and those of his aavereigna aned
sountyye

Anothar case of ingratitude, 1nhumanity and dawnriwh% eruelty

|
on the part of the Sganieh Kings ond people is roported by Columbins

himself. He wrote that during se¥en yesrs, from 1480 to 1493,
“he "suffared Qoiﬁ smd hunger,” thab during that time "everyone i
repulsed him,” that he was "the lsughing stock of all, and only

oo

(41) andré, p. 221,
{42) rIummis (Spavish Ploneors), p. 40 £f,
‘43) Idoy pe 42, -
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oNne poor monk had pity én,him;“(éé) His blographers aide a few
movre vomanblo dstalla to this lurld story, making him even bLhe
viotim of osrsscution by monks stesped "in the 4 -runess of the

uiddle Ages® vwho wepe frigheaneé by his genlus and daring. Aa

a mahhgy of fael hilg groatest proteotors wore monks vhose piaby
'and 1ea?ning_h15 heart and mind was unable to undapatand oy ever
o asplire tos In ia R&biég he was vwoll btaken carve of by Faﬁﬁar
Antonlo de Marchena and his aonf?@ra#g he found a genevnus pabron:
in the 1mm9ns@ly rioh duko of Heélnsngiéaniaj in the houvee of the
éuwa of Hedinn«Cell, whe offared to dofray all tha exponags of his
'QXpaéitien S4ss than two monbhs after he arrived in aya;n, ho spent
abaﬁﬁ two ?eara. Othor xﬁpérﬁant ppotestor was a eé?ﬁain uintanild
'.wha 1aégad nim, after ho left the housse of Medina-Qell, and treated
hin with true 5gaaiah hogpiballty untll he should ha ppaviaed

for by the. Kingﬁ, whioch they 414, to ﬁaka sffact foom the«ﬂaﬁe he
“a?rivaﬂ in Qordoba, in Jaaaary a0, 1436¢ He was pald as 1f he

) was ab the aenvice of their 3&g@a?iaa and eontinaed under tha

Gaﬁdiﬁlea-up 50 1469, This alone, added to hha ﬁwe ygoars he was
with tho duks of HedilmeQell, mskaea five yoara of somfort and

loisupe out of the sev-n he sald he wonh 0old and hungey.

12, _ |
In’eonolunion, 0 Golumbus wae net & mariner. What had brought
him in contack with shipa, sapeslally éuring tho PAfteen venrs
he was in fgrbugal, and éuﬁﬁg the last ones he was in italy,

wan aommorce and trade in whose Lehalf he madse many voyages ln

frrosy

(44) andrd, p. B85 £f.
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8 olepk's scapnoibty., We had ocoasion %o so¢ how unable he was bo
nandle the mariner's compass, and how somplstely loat he was éut
in the open saa without tho beason light of the Pinba vlloted by
the able hand of Martin finzéno
“The net result\ef oﬁ? analysis,” aocordiag %o a oritio

of the Freneh originsl of indr§'e Qolumbus,isclosea (olumbus

ASss.an admiral who could not navigate a 8hipy s «Whos . brought

his men to the varge of fam!ne and mubiny end was gavad from death
and disaster @nly by the ability af-his subordinaten, .., a governor
without diselpline ov glift of eaﬁmsnﬂ, a byraltor o his sovereign,
‘who éaaarvaﬁf%é bo shot; a nrofessed Christian apostle who murdered I
and englaved his flooks n man withont bruth, understending, honor,
~ falbh, gratitude or loyslby." (48)

Golumbus wes not - oosmographer, Ho Had no inkling, worthy
of the nawe, of bhe selonce of navigabtion, IHo had no ecenception

|
- of the @pproximate size or shape of the world, things »ith whiech all |

tho mem castains of hls *ime were falrly well acquainteds He waa
‘unsble to recognize in Amarion a now gontinont long after its aansté_
wore all but éiae@Va?ad} explorad ahé ?ayresenéeé in nunépous ocharts
by oﬁh@? navigetors his contampoparies and published throughout
Eupopes The natlves he é@k and the produc’s he Hund in the lands
and ialand ho vislted, sll so A fferent from thrse found in Asla,
had no 35&1 nagenge for him as ko the 1ﬁsnhiﬁy of the part of the
_world whish he crossed and pasrossed innumevsble times in o wild
ohene of the moat ineradibls chimeras,

Qolumbus was sompletely ignorant -of the positive snd available

oo g . . % . ol

(48) Petarhan,'lae; eit,
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imowledge of hile time, A)l ho knew wore tho fantasles and falry
talas, propaved and digested for auoh ag he,'by the untamed and
apooalyptio Imaginetions @f Mandeville and Plarre 4tAllly, to
whose fanoles and fablea no serious and sultursd mind gave the - '!
least oredence in his time,

| Jolumbng 413 not Almesver dmorioe, Thas was:ﬁone by Qabot,
eabral; Corbereal, Alonzo de Hpjeda, Vespueel, Juan do la Uosa,
and others, from Lebrador, Florida, Veneguelas, down to the ocoasts of
Brazll, bafore he over toushed tho sonbinent at any poinb, And

when ha 41@ so by a mere ohance, and m ps wors alresdy hnown all

over Burope of 1ta soasts, ho falled to resognize i, denled Lts
existence, ond was 8t1ll weibtling in 15033 "The distence from %

Panania to the Ganges piver s the same as that frow Torbosa 6o

Fontaryable op from Pisa to Genon,"(46) At this junotuve bwo
yoars hed slready gone by sinee Amoricn had been Xnowm ar 8 vass
sontinent at an onovmous disbtanoe from Asia, Speaking of _
Vendzuela, whoge gomsts he had touo~ed, ho nddedy "Upon reflexion
I continue o believe that in the reglon of whieh I have gpoken |
1108 the Torvestrlnl Pavadise " {47)

 "Sotwithetanding that Andpd established the truth of this
indickbmant by mn unaéﬁibaable array of evidense; he nevertheloss
mainteins the absurd contantion that Qolumbus is o be rogsrded as
the dlecoverer of Amewvida, This is an orror all the mowre flagraﬁﬁ

boosuse his own rogsesrohes and tostimony showed that at least three

men precede? Golumbus, from one of whom (Alonso danoheg) Oolumbus

f—

(46) anars, p. 284,
(47) 244, pe 244,
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obbalned the seoret of the discovery (thab of Antllia or SBanto
Domingo) s « o {48)

€olumkus Ad1d not dlscover Antillia, the ren) objoat of hls
firat voysge, 1I%s oxintonce was known for at lsast twenty years
before Columbus! expedition, and its aporoximbe positlion and
dlatsnae in rolstlon 6o tho OCanary 4slanda weore asoertained by
ﬁlaaao'aénaheé, who made them known to Columbua so that thia
prize might go %o the Spanieh (rown, |

The glory nand fame that Qolumbug haas enjoysd for four hundred
yours Ao not belong 0 him, Thoy weve atolen from a dying men
and féem ?r;nné ﬁenyﬁ or his ooworkevs without whom the gread
mavameﬁﬁ bf m%?i&imé qﬂ%erp?iae of the XVih and XVith asenturles
gould not havs taken place, %B nay rapeah a=zaln the worda of
Raymond Beaaley, Profossor of ﬁaﬁern History st Birmingham: "The
whole onword and oubward mav@meﬁﬁ of the great oxnloring age,”
he saya,'“was set in motlion by ono men (Prince Henry)s I% might
have come to peas without him, bBub the faét 13 slmply that, as
n ﬁatter af hiaﬁe#y, through him it 414 result.”(49)

ﬂalnmbus, as our toxtebocks of history peralet in greaenﬁing
_ him to the juvenile minés, 1s one of tha most calaaaal frands of

all Hintory.

(48) Peterson, loe. olt,
{40) DBenzley, p. 328,




