Greetings on the 15th Anniversary of the print edition of “Netizens: On the History and Impact of Usenet and the Internet” by Michael Hauben and Ronda Hauben released on May 1, 1997.
1) San Francisco, California

Dear Jay and Ronda:

I clearly remember the time when you both shared with Larry and me the concept of Netizens and the scope of the Netizen book.  I was intrigued because it was so different, and Larry was immediately captivated by what he called the 'universality of the concept'.  

The three of you actually started a movement that has circled the globe!!!  Think about that.  So few of us ever make a contribution of that magnitude.  As is often recorded over time, the originators don't always get the credit for the best of ideas...although personal credit was not ever high on your agenda.  You have the knowledge that your ideas indeed have caught hold and are being replicated in many ways across the world, improving communication in society and challenging old parameters.

I congratulate you on your achievement!

With respect and love,

Margaret

-----------------------

2) Japanese Network activist who accompanied Michael in 1995 when Michael was invited to Japan

Dear Jay,

Thank you for your kind invitation.

I am doing fine, was asked to give a talk in India a few weeks ago on "Netizen" at the Internet Governance related conference and mentioned about Michael and the Book, remembering you all.

I have cced this to Prof. Kumon and also Ms. Chika Sekine who met Michael at the Hypernet conference back in '95, I believe, when we invited Michael.

Will try to send some words.

.

Best

Izumi

Later Izumi sent this greeting: "Netizen" is really a special term for us, in the mid '90s when we found the Internet, I felt "this is it". The term Netizen very much symbolizes what we have been looking for - an active, free-spirited being, no specialist, crossing the border of cultures, states and minds on the planet. We owe a lot to people who coined this term and nurtured the concept. Thank you,

----------------------------------

3) Chairperson of the Internet Society of China

Dear Jay,

Netizens in China are happy to catch the opportunity of Internet age to participate and improve themselves from the participation. It's a great historical process for the Chinese Nation!

This is what I'd write in honor of the 15 anniversary of the book "Netizen".

Wish you and Ronda have a nice gathering with friends.

Qiheng 
------------------------------

4) Internet research scholar in France

Dear Jay, Dear Ronda,

Thank you for your message! I was very happy to read about the luncheon you're organising to celebrate the 15th anniversary of the publication of Netizens, and if I had been in New-York, it would have been a pleasure to participate. So here's my small contribution to the event:

Sixteen years ago, I started working towards a Ph.D. on the political uses of the Internet at University Paris 7.  At the time, in France, few people were connected to the Net outside universities, and I felt the need to explain the origins of the network. But where was I to find the books? Remember 1996: no Amazon, no Google, and buying a book overseas meant a lengthy mail-order process, often taking over a month. So you can imagine my joy when I discovered Netizens, available online on the University of

Columbia server, and for free, too! It was truly amazing to me, and the very fact of finding it got me thinking about the gift economy of the internet. Netizens is a landmark study from which I learned and quoted at length. Its worldwide readership testifies to its importance in the field of Internet studies.

[I think I first came across Netizens as a posting in one of the Usenet newsgroups I was following at the time (uspolitics, if I remember correctly). I was so happy to have found it that I printed out entire chapters :-) ]

Happy celebration, and all the best from 

Viviane

----------------------

5) From Berlin, Germany 

From me too of course... the book was a real milestone.. we all also remember 
Michael fondly of course... 
Ron 

----------------------------

6) From Bloomfield Hills Michigan

Dear Ronda and Jay,

We thank you for your invitation to the luncheon, and are sorry that geography prevents us from being there.  (Also, Olga has a few choral concerts at this time).  Don't forget to put a blurb in your local papers about the anniversary to get a little publicity.  The Netizen book was assigned to Tom in an Information Technology class at the University of Michigan.  The professor believed that the internet would be a universal vehicle of trading ideas, and of course she was right.

Congratulations that your book is still as relevant as it was 15 years ago.  We are certain that this ceremony is greeted as enthusiastically as the original event. 

Best wishes.  
Tom and Olga 

-------------------------

7) From Oita, Beppu Bay Japan

(15th Anniversary of the hardcover book Netizens Celebration)

My dear old memory of Michael Hauben

In 1995 April, I  heard that Mr.Michael Hauben, the inventor of the word "Netizens", was scheduled to visit Oita ,a small local  city in southwest part of Japan. I was very  excited and decided to welcome him. A boyish-looking young man who has just grown up to an adult appeared through the conference room door and said hello. It was Mr.Michael Hauben from the USA.

First, I had sent him a welcome message through the E-mail saying please come to Oita Japan. Michael kindly checked the Internet in advance to learn what I was and what I was interested in. He prepared "A little New York Cookbook" and presented it to me. I was really delighted to see the lovely tiny book filled with beautiful illustrations of cookies and other simple foods. I picked up some of them and actually cooked them in home. I took the pictures of the dishes and posted to the Internet. Michel was delighted as well.

http://www.coara.or.jp/~mieko/cheese.htm

New York is my long-cherished city. In 1998, I sent him a message to

visit NYC and finally could meet not only him but also his parents in the city. I carried his book Netizens Japanese version with me and asked him to put the author's message on it. I also visited his apartment and exchanged greetings. This was a great memory in my life.

I don't like to use the subjunctive mood if he were alive, but he had passed away too early, too young. I wish him to watch the developing Internet world and network citizens much and much more. If he were here, he would have invented another new concept of Netizens.

I highly value the memory of Michael Hauben and pay my respects to Michael's parents Jay and Ronda who strongly promote the Netizenship all around the world. I and my husband Ken are very proud of being the everlasting friends of Michael Hauben who is now smiling and silently watching us from Heaven. Yes, Michael lives forever in our hearts.

Mieko

--------------------------

8) From Shanghai China and for this year NYC

Netizens change the world, especially China. Thanks to the internet, we can make our voice now. That's what I want to say.

Hanting

----------------------

9) From Beijing, China

It is an important celebration for the 15th anniversary of the book: Netizens: On the History and Impact of the Usenet and the Internet. I am very glad to give a greeting.

Netizens is a  power of people. It is our unprecedented option to impact the style of society, more importantly, to create the ideal world existing in all the peoples' hearts around the world. Everyone who uses the internet to make our world better, especially the pioneer who  discovered the Netizen's story,   turned  the Netizen from  a rhetoric word to  a new media , new life and new power. I want to give my honor and respect for them, I know Michael is one of  them. I want to thank him, and I also will do my best to continue this job without salary, only with my conscience and responsibility.

Yunlong 
------------------------------

10) From Romania

Dears Ronda and Jay,

I am very happy that this seminal and beloved book is now a "surprisingly mature teenager" and I greet from all my heart the initiative to pay tribute to the book itself and to its authors. Moreover, I think that the message is as important as it was from the very beginning,  I am proud to be a virtual participant now at the Anniversary as well as an enthusiast reader 14 years ago (when I translated the key concept of Netizen), and I look forward to similar influential messages.

All the best,

Boldur 

--------------------

11) From a Professor in Political Science, Waseda University, JAPAN

Congratulation of the 15 years of your book on  "Netizens".

The word "Netizen " became popular now in Asia.

My "Global Netizen College"  in Japanese had  about 1.5 million accesses,

http://www.ff.iij4u.or.jp/~katote/Home.shtml
http://www.ff.iij4u.or.jp/~katote/exchange.html
and there are over 2.5 million web sites which use the Japanese word

"Netizen〈ネチズン）” by Google search.

In South Korea, Netizen is one of the most popular words for their communication, like "netizenship", "netizen vote" or even "netizen revolution".

In China, the biggest internet country in the world, made the new word "網民” in Chinese Wikipedia, as Ms.Ronda Hauben reported in detail in "China in the Era of the Netizen" .

http://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/網民(This page links to the netbook and to Michael's netbook page)

http://blogs.taz.de/netizenblog/2010/02/14/china_in_the_era_of_the_netizen/
Thus, we might be proud of our tasks as a pioneer of the "Rights of

Netizens"    http://www.columbia.edu/~rh120/netizen-rights.txt
I hope your further activity for the freedom of expression and your good health.

Yours,

Tetsuro 

---------------------------------------
12) From Berlin Germany

Dear Jay and Ronda,

Wendy and I congratulate you to the 15th anniversary of _Netizens_.

The tools used by netizens have evolved enormously over the course of time. Electronic communication has developed from bulletin boards through mail lists and USENET, on through Web-based forums and text messaging, and now on to Facebook and Twitter. Some of the older modes of communication are still in use; others have, by and large, fallen by the wayside. And it remains to be seen how the commercial aspects of the newer forms will play out, as well as how attempts by governments around the world to regulate and control Internet communications will affect our usage of electronic media.

Certainly these tools have been used to advance political goals (both admirable and, sometimes, less admirable), and I am sure others will want to say more about this topic.

From my perspective, electronic communications have also been an essential tool allowing me to communicate with others who share my involvement in a programming language called Max/MSP. This is a system relatively few people are aware of outside of the fields of computer music and digital audio production. Indeed, it was originally known primarily only in a handful of universities and research centers studying acoustics and electronic music. The power of Internet communication is that it has allowed people, spread extremely sparsely around the world, to form an intensely supportive community. We have shared knowledge, helped each other solve problems, spread news of exciting projects and even professional work opportunities. And this vital community has continually provided a platform for more people to become engaged, from new users of Max/MSP struggling with their first projects through to highly experienced users and the original developers of this software tool. And, as this community has grown, so we are now seeing Max/MSP being used to shape sound in radio and television broadcasts, theaters, even by commercial sound design for leading international enterprises. The chances are that something you recently heard—be it the 'snap' of some digital camera, sound effects on a television program or on stage, or a hit record on the radio—was shaped with Max/MSP. I was recently involved in a project to develop ways of allowing children with special needs, particularly extreme physical disabilities, to actively participate in music making. This would not have been possible without the software tool

Max/MSP, but it would also not have been possible without the dissemination of knowledge about this software facilitated by netizenship.

Wendy and I wish Jay and Ronda continued success in their work with actively encouraging netizens to form new activities. We sincerely hope that more and more of these will be forces for betterment—socially, scientifically, artistically, and politically—around the world.

With all best regards,

Peter and Wendy 

------------------------------------------------------

13) From Seoul, South Korea Secretary General of the People’s Solidarity for Participatory Democracy

Dear Ronda and Jay, 

 

Congratulation on the 15th anniversary of the release of "Netizen". Nowadays, Netizens in the world are playing a crucial role for changing the world. Communication on line with internet has been helping participatory democracy to develop.  

Thank your family for excellent researches and activities in promoting participatory democracy. 

 Best regards, 
Taeho

------------------

14) From Yaoundé, Cameroon (West Africa) 2009

Dear Ronda,

I am happy to be in contact with an author I did appreciate and lengthily quoted in an important paper. As an anthropologist, I could only use a limited aspect of your research. I do hope I will learn more from you as far as connecting people around the world is concerned. In the MOST program, the concern is the linkage between research and public policy, ie, scientific results and decision making. Netizenship is another scale of linkage among the people around the world. Netizenship is therefore a key point to raise and to work on, precisely as the world is going as liberal as global. I must however tell you how inspiring your book was to me for that specific point.

Lets us keep in contact. And please, extend my regards to your close friends or collaborators.

      Best wishes.

      Charly 

---------------------------

15) From Piscataway, New Jersey

The most striking thing to me about Netizens is that it seemed to predict how the internet could be used. When the book was written, the internet was not part of the mainstream in the way it is now. There were online communities, and it seems that there was a togetherness and an openness online, which helped inspire Michael's ideas. But maybe those communities were more limited at the time, simply because there were not as many internet users. Their impact was harder to see in the world. Recently, we have been seeing the internet used as a tool by movements like the revolutionaries in Egypt and the Occupy movement here.

With the internet's widespread use there comes conflicts. There have been debates over net neutrality, and in general, it seems to be more and more commercialized. But also with such wide use, and because it still does has an openness, it can be a very effective tool for democratic movements.  
Mitchell

--------------------------

16) A Korean researcher of netizenship

I do appreciate the significant contribution that the book has made to the discussion of democracy and the Internet. Although there might have been a shift towards a more  value-neutral term 'users' in the field, the term 'Netizens' continues to prevail in democratically-still-developing countries such as China, Korea, Malaysia, and Thailand. I believe this tells us something. 

Yenn

17) Anonymous: 
“Netizens around the world stand with you now”
==============================================
