“What More Can I Say. . . ?”
By BERNARD KASSOY
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She stood with infant Merry in her arms, turning slowly round, first to this room, then to another, then to the win​dows.
"All this space! My space! My view! Is this in the city?" Honey and I and ten-month old Merry had just arrived with the truckmen, moving from our digs in a decrepit slum area of downtown Brooklyn (where else could a returning veteran of WW2 find an apartment in 1946?) We had lived there for most of the four years since our application for an Amalga​mated apartment, waiting for Bldg. 8 to go up. Now we were "in", at last, and the change from the heavy traffic, noise and pollution of State and Hoyt St. was almost too much to comprehend all at once.

Since that memorable May of 1950 the years have flown by. Twenty-seven years, a generation! Our two girls, Merry and Sheila, grew from infancy to young adulthood as our apartment gradually filled up with books and music and paintings and sculpture. We, artist parents, became more and more involved with nursery meetings and bazaars, doing posters and costumes and stage sets for our celebrated Amalgamated shows; the unforgettable, incredible, amazing Gay Nineties Nursery School Review, an opportunity for Honey and sonny Samberg to choreograph and dance a wild Gay Nineties Mambo which was a show stopper! Meanwhile, I was busy getting our Amalgamated artists and audiences
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Honey Kassoy beside her marble "Maternal Force" gracing the Towers Plaza as her gift.
together for our exhibitions and art forums, lectures and film showings, and inviting our neighbors to our in-house show​ings of our work.
We were becoming part of a cultural and artistic communi​ty activity that, we were to learn, had begun with the very founding of the Amalgamated in 1927 and that was now blos​soming under the enthusiastic directorship of Herman Lieb-man and the Joint Community Activities Committee, involv​ing Mutual and Park Reservoir co-ops nearby. We were co-operators, young and old, not to mention writers and poets and dancers and musicians by the score.
Then, when Merry and Sheila were getting to be "big" girls, going to P.S. 95 and J.H.S. 143, our bedroom studio having become so crowded with our work there was no longer room to budge, we were faced with every artist's problem of finding inexpensive work space. Fortunately, manager Sol Shaviro and Herman Liebman, after much "nudging" from us, came up with the 'Black Hole of Calcutta,' the "Borad-way Studio," an empty, grimy, cobwebbed dungeon, an abandoned ex-clubroom located over the tractor garage, and made it available to us.
Honey and I rolled up our sleeves and swept and scrubbed and painted and mopped for two weeks until, finally, we had a studio. Were it not for this we would have wound up, no doubt, in a SOHO loft, like so many of our artist friends, and not in a spacious studio in our own community. So we were happy to be of help whenever our work was needed for our

cooperative activities, happy to make a gift of Honey's marble figure "Maternal Force," which now reclines in the Plaza between the two Towers. Happy to be Amalgamated Artists, to be part of a community that has accommodated its artists and craftspeople in many good studios at far less cost than similar space outside, and what is more important, integrated into the life of the Amalgamated-Park Reservoir community.
What more can I say about the good friends we made here, the good experiences our daughters grew up with, the twenty-seven years of good living we have had among our fellow cooperators, except to say "Thanks" and lift a glass to our Golden Anniversary and the next 50 years!
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