Jay Hauben

I want to share some of my memories of my friend Honey Kassoy:

I knew about the Kassoys from my brother Danny who had told me about a lively and talented artist community at Amalgamated. When Bernie Kassoy, died I spoke briefly at the memorial service and introduced myself to Honey. Afterward, whenever I saw Honey, I said “Hello Honey. This is Jay Hauben.” At first she always asked "WHO??" I said Danny's brother. Then we talked a bit and she told me she was doing ok.

When the History Club sought to interview cooperators living here now who moved into their buildings in 1949-51, we found out Honey was still the occupant of the apartment her family had moved into in Bldg 8 in 1950 when it was new. Six members of the History Club were fascinated when in Feb 2011 we interviewed her in her apartment about what it was like when she moved in 60 years ago. She told us she danced with joy when she entered the large living room and envisioned living there. By the time there was a second daughter and she and Bernie were active artists, using one bedroom as a studio and sleeping in the living room it did not seem so large. Amalgamated came to the rescue and give her and Bernie a space in the basement which Honey and Bernie made into their studio giving them back a bedroom.* 
But Honey had so much more to tell us about, like the Gay Nineties Nursery School Review fund raiser and the Artist Costume  Balls, the production and performances of Fiddler on the Roof and especially about the Co-op Voices workshops producing the wonderful literary and sketches magazine that was put out in the 1990s. Honey explained that she and Bernie felt part of a wonderful community and were happy to give what they could back to it.

The History club included her stories in our celebration of the 60th anniversary of the middle generation buildings and we invited her to make a presentation at one of our meetings. The meeting was one of our most interesting. At the end, Honey made suggestions that we invite people like George and Theresa La Marka about theater and Lew Levin about music so we club members would have a fuller picture of Amalgamated but also, that we might attract again creative people to be active at Amalgamated.

For 2 years Honey and I kept up the discussion about what to do to attract increased cooperator involvement especially younger people. Honey was an active participant in the Education Department meeting in early 2012 discussing the question "What will the founding fathers of Amalgamated think of how our co-op is doing today?" She stressed the need for more efforts to try every possible activity and have as many programs as possible.

It was for me a great treasure to know and work with Honey. Her life is an inspiration of creative activity and concern for Amalgamated. I will remember Honey fondly. I already miss her.
                                                                                                                                    Jay Hauben 7/12/2013

See video at: 
http://www.columbia.edu/~hauben/amalgamated/history/people/Honey_Bernie_Kassoy/Honey1-2011.VOB
