


tropospheric data of UAH (University of Alabama at Huntsville)2 and RSS (Remote Sensing Systems).  
The reason to show these is to expose the recent nonsense that has appeared in the blogosphere, to the 
effect that recent cooling has wiped out global warming of the past century, and the Earth may be headed 
into an ice age.  On the contrary, these misleaders have foolishly (or devilishly) fixated on a natural 
fluctuation that will soon disappear. 

 

 
 

 
 

 Note that even the UAH data now have a substantial warming trend (0.14°C per decade).  RSS 
find 0.18°C per decade, close to the surface temperature trend (0.17°C per decade).  The large short-term 
temperature fluctuations have no bearing on the global warming matter or the impacts of global warming 
discussed in the Illinois Wesleyan presentation.  A global warming much smaller than weather 
fluctuations has the potential for dramatic effects, e.g., by setting in motion future large sea level change, 
species extinction, and various other impacts. 
 Cold weather does raise an interesting point, though.  People who do not like cold weather, and 
might have welcomed the idea that Minnesota may become more like Missouri or Massachusetts like 
Virginia, must give up that notion, unless they wish ill for a large fraction of the planet’s inhabitants, both 
human and other creatures.  We are going to have to figure out a way to keep climate zones pretty much 
where they are now (winters will continue to happen, as always).  It is possible that we can still do that – 
just barely.  But I digress – that will be in our next paper, almost finished. 

                                                 
2 UAH consistently finds a smaller temperature trend than other analyses, but, after careful checking of the analysis 
by the scientific community, their results have come into reasonably good agreement with the analyses of others 
(http://www.climatescience.gov/Library/sap/sap1-1/finalreport/default.htm), so their results are no longer 
sufficiently different to constitute a significant issue.  Thus we no longer hear the cry of contrarians “but satellites 
show that the world is really getting cooler”. 




