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“Ethnic Clashes” and Winning Elections: The
Case of Kenya’s Electoral Despotism

Jacqueline M. Klopp

Résume

En 1991, sous la pression de protestataires internes et de donateurs, le
Kenya & parti unigue a adopté le multipartisme. La libéralisation
politique a précipité les “affrontements ethniques” qui allajent
éventuellement conduire @ la mort de milliers de personnes et au
déplacement de centaines de milliers d'autres, Cet article déclare que ces
“affrontements ethniques” constitusient un aspect dune contre-
stratégie a la politique de libéralisation, mise en place par des membres
influents du gouvernement du Président Daniel arap Moi, Utilisant
l'exemple de la circonscription électorale de Narok North, article
montre comment les “affrontements ethniques” pourraient faire partie
d'une stratégie efficace pour maintenir le contrdle du parti dominant
dans un contexte multipartite.

Introduction

Meteitei farm in Nandi District, Kenya, is one of many former
settler farms that were sold off to land-hungry Kenyans after inde-
pendence. In 1991, a dispute over who legitimately owned shares in
the Meteitei Land Buying Company appeared to escalate. On 29
October 1991, a number of houses on the farm were burned to the
ground, and several people were killed. The violence was targeted

I am indebted to Fiona Adamson, Stephen Brown, John Galaty, Stephen
Ndegwa, and Elke Zuern, as well as to the participants of the Society for
Comparative Research graduate student retreat, Yale University, and to
the reviewers of this journal for their comments. [ would especially like to
thank all those people who took the time to speak to me in Nakuru, Maela,
Encosupukia, and Sekutiek, but whom, unfortunately, circumstances do
not allow me to name at this time.
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