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Abstract. This paper uses data from the German Socio-economic Panel Survey to examine the relationship between a set of personal traits, including personality, risk aversion, trust, locus of control, and reciprocity, and demographic and family outcomes. An individual’s propensities to marry and to divorce are strongly related to personality, but completed fertility is not. The factors that predict marriage are different for men and women, and these differences suggest a specialized provision of emotional services by women and material support by men. Divorce is most strongly related to openness to experience (a desire for change and variety) for both men and women. The determinants of financial decision-making authority within the household reflect both a tendency to allocate responsibility to the more conscientious partner and the exercise of power. These results should be regarded as preliminary and exploratory, but suggest some new directions for the economic theory of the family. 

