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ABSTRACT: In this paper, we analyse some core insights of classical liberalism, a la J.S. Mill, applied to social welfare orderings. First, we propose an axiom which incorporates Mill's 'Harm principle'. We show that the principle, together with two other standard requirements - the Pareto criterion and anonymity - implies a strong egalitarian conclusion: the ordering must lexicographically maximize the welfare of the worst off. Then, we discuss a natural extension of the Harm Principle, which we call the 'Benefit Principle'. The two principles incorporate an important insight of classical liberalism, which we call the Principle of Non-interference. We prove that there exists no social welfare ordering that satisfies NonInterference together with the other two standard requirements.
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