
NATURE (1 8 3 6 )

Int roduct ion

Universe

Nature =  Not  me Soul

Nature A rt

1 : Nature Boundaries betw een Nature and Soul blur.

2 : Commodit y Part s of  nature w ork ing “ f or t he prof it  of  man”  and his senses (as opposed to nature’ s

serv ice to the soul) (1110 )

3 : Beauty Nature’ s serv ice to a man’ s nobler love of  beauty :

1 . Simple percept ion of  natural f orms

2 . v irt ue:  high and div ine beauty , in combinat ion w ith human w ill

3 . beauty  as an object  of  t he intellect  leading to A rt  

4 :  Language “ Nature is t he vehicle of  t hought ”  (1114 ).

1 . “ W ords are signs of  natural f act s”  (1114 ).

2 . “ Part icular natural f act s are symbols of  part icular spirit ual fact s”  (1114 ).

a. Reason: “ a universal soul w it hin or behind his indiv idual lif e, w herein, as in a

f irmament ,  the natures of  Just ice,  Truth,  Love, Freedom, arise and shine.”  

(1 1 1 5 )

b. Spirit :  “ Spirit  is t he Creator.  Spirit  hath lif e in it self .   A nd man in all ages and

count ries, embodies it  in his language, as t he FA THER."  (1115 )

c. " Hence, good w rit ing and brilliant  discourse are perpetual allegories. .  .  .  It  is

proper creat ion.”   (1116 )

d. But  much human language is FA LLEN.

3 . “ Nature is t he symbol of  spirit ”  (1114 ).

a. Spirit  manifest s it self  in v isible creat ion (1118 )

b. " By degrees w e may come to know n the prim it ive sense of  t he permanent

object s of  nature, so that  t he w orld shall be to us an open book, and every form

signif icant  of  it s hidden lif e and f inal cause."  (1118 )

5 : Discipline Nature t eaches us how  to use it .

1 . “ Nature is a discipline of  t he understanding in natural t ruths”  (1119 ), including the

“ exerc ise of  t he W ill or t he lesson of  pow er”  (1120 )

2 . “ Sensible object s conform to the premonit ions of  Reason and ref lect  t he

conscience,”  so nature t eaches us moral t ruths as w ell (1120 ).

a. doct rine of  Use: “ a thing is good only  so far as it  serves”  (1120 )

b. Unit y  of  Nature (1121 )

6 : Idealism Does nature outw ardly  ex ist  at  all?  It  doesn’ t  mat ter: " W hether nature enjoy a

substant ial ex istence w it hout , or is only  in the apocalypse of  t he mind, it  is alike useful

and alike venerable to me”  (1123 )

7 : Spirit Inef f able--God, Creator, Supreme Being.  M an “ has access to the ent ire mind of  t he

Creator, is himself  t he creator in the f init e”  (1129 ) But  w e are have fallen into lack of

aw areness, so that  “ W e are as much st rangers in nature, as w e are aliens f rom God”

(1 1 3 0 ).

8 : Prospect s  Fables of  t he fall t o explain the gap betw een human potent ial and the state of  humanit y :

1 . Shrinkage:  “ M an is t he dw arf  of  himself ”  (1132 )

2 . Loss of  f ocus: “ The axis of  v ision is not  coincident  w it h the axis of  t hing”  (1133 )

” Build,  t herefore,  your ow n w orld.  As fast  as you can conform your lif e to the pure idea

in your m ind, t hat  w ill unfold it s great  proport ions”  (1134 )
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