Research Interests and Background


My research interests include ethnic politics, political parties in the developing world, intra-party organization, party-voter linkages, and political behavior. As an undergraduate, I conducted research in Meerut, Uttar Pradesh that tested three major hypotheses of ethnic riots. These included Varshney’s (2002) hypothesis that inter-ethnic civic life causes inter-ethnic peace, Wilkinson’s (2005) hypothesis that high levels of electoral competition produce electoral incentives that support Hindu-Muslim peace in India, and Fearon and Laitin’s (1996) hypothesis that intra-ethnic policing reduces inter-ethnic violence. I hope to one day turn this into an article. I encourage any feedback on my thesis posted in the research section of this website.


After completing my thesis in 2004, I shifted my research focus from ethnic violence to political parties. In 2007, I began a project that explores the relationship between intra-party competition/opportunity structures and factional management and the number of parties across Indian states. The first stage of this research, drawing primarily from Karnataka data, suggests that the existence or absence of intra-party elections does not explain the incorporation of elites into top positions or the number of parties. In the second stage of this project, I argue that rotation in power has more to do with factional bargaining and informal mechanisms than formal party institutions. This work circuitously led to my dissertation research entitled: ‘Power to the Powerful: Candidate Selection and Candidate Quality in Indian States.” In this work I plan to use an elite survey and techniques in social network analysis to understand how the requirements of party management impact the types of candidates party leaders select in state assembly elections. I would greatly appreciate emails from any scholars interested in intra-party politics and its relationship to party creation/fractionalization or candidate quality. My dissertation proposal will be posted shortly on the research page. 

A second area of interest concerns voting behavior generally. I am engaged in a long-term project that test mechanisms of ethnic voting posited by Chandra’s argument of ‘Counting Heads’. I am also beginning to work on a political behavior chapter in my dissertation that assesses how different types of voters respond to information on incumbent performance using a survey experiment research design. Third, I will soon post a paper on partisanship in India that tests mainstream theories of partisanship acquisition. This paper seeks to engage the literature on partisanship in new and old democracies through an application to clientelistic democracies. Finally, I plan to begin working on a paper on new party success across Indian states. This long-term project asks the question of why new parties formed since 1989 are unable to succeed in states like Rajasthan and Mandhya Pradesh but successful in states such as Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, and Bihar. 
