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*This paper aims at providing basic information on the current intra-regional movement of trade and migration in East Asia, and at suggesting the Asianizing Asia which becomes to sustain an idea of an “East Asian community” discussed in recent years.

*Here, East Asia includes Northeast Asia (China, South Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong) and Southeast Asia (ASEAN 10), or in some tables, East Asia consists of China, Asian NIES (South Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore) and ASEAN 4 (Thailand, Philippines, Malaysia and Indonesia). Greater East Asia here means East Asia plus Japan.

*According to Table 1, the ratio of intra-regional trade in Greater East Asia has impressively increased from 33.6% in 1980 through 41.6% in 1990 to 51.8% in 2002, which is less than that of EU (62.5%) in 2002, but higher than that of NAFTA (45.8%).

Tables 2a and 2b also indicate increasing ratios of East Asia in Japan’s import as well as in destination of export from East Asia themselves.

*Figure 1 summarizes the international movement of people (visitors arrival) on the basis of data collected from major countries. This diagram suggests us the important role of China contributing to enhanced intra-regional migration in the present time: China and Japan, China and Korea and Taiwan, and China and Southeast Asia. For instance, number of visitors from Japan to China increased from 1,855,000 persons in 1999 to 2,254,000 persons in 2003 (2,925,000 persons in 2002), while number of visitors from China to Japan also increased from 327,000 persons to 537,000 persons in corresponding year.
*Figure 2 compiles the movement of labor force in East Asia between 1997 and 2002. China, the Philippines, Indonesia and Myanmar are big exporters of labor force, while Japan and Hong Kong serve as importers of labor force. Interestingly, Thailand and Malaysia are big importing countries of foreign laborers as well as exporting ones of their nationals to more advanced countries (Malaysia mainly depends on Indonesian migrant workers, Thailand heavily depends on Myanmar’s migrant workers).

*Tables 4 to 6 compile basic information on Japanese leaving from the country and foreign nationals entering (visitors arrival) according to their nationality, region of origin, and purpose of visits. From these data, we see quick increase of East Asian visitors arriving at Japan, reflecting in increase in intra-regional trade and investment. On the other hand, rapid increase of East Asian visitors for the purposes of sightseeing, technical training and entertainment has caused illegal workers in Japan labor market.  

*In my presentation at the conference, I would like to discuss the Japanese government policies and movement of non-government organizations such as universities in recent years, in reference to the new circumstances of Asianizing Asia. At the same time, I also raise a question of the reality of an East Asian community. 
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