International migration and concomitant problems
for the international higher education community

A comment from the point of view of the Freie Universität Berlin (Free University of Berlin)

Introductory observations

German universities are concerned with the issue of international migration in two different ways. First, migration is the object of scholarly research, and second, immigration is having an impact on the German university system. As regards research, the Freie Universität has created a research cluster of excellence devoted to diversity in migration, generation and gender. The scope of the cluster reflects the fact that the challenge posed by the demographic situation in Germany is closely connected to the challenge posed by migration.
1. Some facts and figures regarding migration and migrants

1.1 Total German population after unification in 1990: 82,163 million

1.2 Number of immigrants permanently residing in Germany: 7,335 million

1.3 Number of new immigrants in 2002: 658,341

1.4 Number of German citizens leaving Germany in 2002 (mainly

highly educated people): 117,683

1.5 Principal countries of origin:

Turkey:


1.8777 million
25.6%

EU Member States
1.850   million
25.2%

Africa


310,900

  4.2%
U.S.A.


112,900

  1.5%

Asia


912,000

12.4%

2. Some fact and figures regarding demographic developments
2.1 Percentage of population of 60+ age group
2004: 24.1%

2010: 25.6%

2020: 29.3%

2030: 34.6%

2040: 35.7%

Source: Federal Statistical Office Germany

2.2 Working population

2000: 41.912 million

2010: 42.048 million

2020: 39.547 million

2030: 35.171 million

2040: 32.306 million


    Source: Cologne Institute for Business Research
3. Education

· percentage of population that has an academic background: 16%
· percentage of young Germans having a university qualification: 30% per year
· percentage of young people excluded from vocational training for intellectual, educational or linguistic reasons: 20%

The combination of unselected immigration, a low birth rate and educational underdevelopment is more or less bound to produce a difficult or even dangerous situation.

3.1 The immigration of people from Muslim countries such as Turkey which operate a system of cousin marriage has had genetic and social effects resulting in ethnic self-isolation of the immigrants in question in Germany. Moreover, the majority of these people come from rural areas which have a modernization deficit; they refuse European education in the compulsory school system, send their children to parallel Koran schools, preserve Turkish as the language spoken at home to the detriment of their children’s German language education. The social and financial costs of this non-selective immigration policy are considerable.
At the same time, academically well educated young Germans leave the country, mainly moving to the U.S.A. Last year, 24,000 German scientists were working in universities and research institutions in the U.S. In the long run, this development will present a major threat to Germany’s economic performance. A substantial number of companies have already moved their research departments to other countries.
The political decision to offer green cards to IT specialists from India was a flop. Instead of an expected 35,000 specialists, only 7,000 took up the offer, and most of these left Germany again within two years for a variety of reasons. In this respect, the situation in Germany is similar to that in other EU Member States.

3.2 If international migration is to benefit both migrants and their host countries, some form of international strategy will have to be worked out and applied. This would have to include the following measures:
· improving education, including academic education, in the migrants’ countries of origin

· intellectual modernization of the migrants’ countries of origin, resulting, in particular, in containment of religious fanaticism and radicalism
· intensive scientific co-operation between the world’s leading universities taking the form of alliances of excellence, which engage in structured staff and student exchange, offer joint degrees and carry out an increasing number of international research projects funded by international and national (!) foundations and other pertinent organisations.

Unless this international co-operation becomes reality, there is a danger of higher education and of research will again become a matter of exclusively national concern, in that individual countries that have invested in higher education and research will seek to obtain national returns on their investment and to prevent research results produced nationally from becoming internationally accessible. Given the conditions described above, the question of an intellectual embargo could arise in Germany and maybe in other EU Member States as well.
