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An estimated 175 million people live outside their place of birth, more than ever before. Of these, about 158 million are deemed international migrants.  Approximately 16 million are recognized refugees fleeing a well-founded fear of persecution and 900,000 are asylum seekers. 
They include the skilled Nigerian computer engineer working in Sweden; the agricultural worker from Guatemala working “irregularly” (without legal documentation) in the United States; the woman trafficked from Ukraine to Bosnia; and the refugee from Afghanistan now in Pakistan and about to return home

Responding to the challenges and opportunities of international migration, the Global Colloquium of University Presidents hosted by Columbia University on January 18 and 19, 2005, identified opportunities for international cooperation.  We, participating migration experts, addressed the obstacles and challenges to international migration and the potential benefits of increased cooperation.  After reaffirming the importance of respecting the principles underlying the protections of refugees and migrants, we highlighted two areas for increased international cooperation on migration: correcting predominant myths held by the general public and policy makers in regard to migration and managing migration cooperatively.

Correcting Myths

Foundational myths about immigration must be corrected through increased awareness about the realities of immigration, at the elite policy-making level, and at the public level, in order to move towards greater international cooperation.  Many observers have failed to note the large and growing importance of remittances in assisting the countries of origin.  Another popular misconception claims that immigrants both fail to promote the welfare of the nation they enter and pose a threat to national culture.  Many fear that their countries will be swamped by immigrants if they liberalize immigration policies.  In reality, however, large as the absolute numbers are, only 1.5% to 2.5% of the current world population is migrating.  Furthermore, the extent to which migrants prefer temporary migration (a desire to work temporarily in the receiver country rather than settle there permanently) is inadequately understood by the public and policy makers.  As a result of this misconception, policies intended to prevent immigrants from entering countries actually prevent many who would return home from doing so, and in turn, compound sources of immigrant dependency on the receiver state.  Politicians and the media must better educate the public about the truth regarding immigration; otherwise, the support needed for cooperative policies will be lacking.  

Cooperative Management
International migration is under-institutionalized.  Whether through a new central autonomous body, a World Trade Organization for migration or an enhanced International Organization for Migration enjoying a UN-mandate or a cooperative arrangement linking existing relevant agencies, a forum that is representative of all the key stakeholders (including migrants themselves) for setting and coordinating global policy should be established.  It should provide information, initiate the formulation of policies and ensure the protection of migrants.  Its key purposes would be to promote the effective integration of documented immigrants and foster policy coherence among sending, transit and receiving states, especially in the areas of labor and security and particularly among national, regional and global standards.

The best future, we concluded, for migration is not bilateral retaliation and restriction but a more open world that, as it has in trade, will require cooperative rules.   

Francisco ALBA


Ümit BERKMAN

El Colegio de México


Bilkent University

Stephen CASTLES


Howard CHANG

University of Oxford


University of Pennsylvania

Binod KHADRIA


Takyiwaa MANUH



Jawaharlal Nehru University

University of Ghana

Gustav RANIS



June SINCLAIR

Yale University


University of Sydney

Marcelo SUÁREZ-OROZCO

Wedigo de VIVANCO
New York University


Freie Universität Berlin


Doug MASSEY


Rodolfo DE LA GARZA



Princeton University


Columbia University



June 27th 2005
