
MOU 

 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING  

Between the “BC STV Referendum Campaign” 

and  

Torun Dewan, Macartan Humphreys and Daniel Rubenson (the “Research Team”) 

 

1 PURPOSE 

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) confirms an understanding and outlines the terms of 

cooperation between the Campaign and the Research Team related to evaluation of messages to be 

used by the British Columbia STV Referendum campaign. For the Campaign the purpose of the 

partnership is to identify which messages are effective in which areas. For the Research team the 

purpose of the partnership is to address general research questions regarding the effectiveness of 

political campaigning. The research team has no interest in affecting the outcome of the referendum 

one way or the other, nor will it provide financing to support the campaign over and above any 

financing provided to address research questions.  

 

2 BACKGROUND 

The Campaign is to present the case for a Yes vote in the May 2009 Referendum on Electoral Reform 

to the public of British Columbia. The Research team is working in partnership with the Campaign to 

estimate the effects of different types of messages on voter choices.  

 

Monitoring and Evaluation Strategy 

 

 

3 UNDERSTANDING OF THE ROLES AND/OR COMMITMENTS OF THE PARTIES 

 
3.1 Parties. The members of the Research team are participating in this project in their capacity as 

independent researchers. Their respective universities, LSE, Columbia University and Ryerson 

are not implicated by this MOU. 

 

3.2 Expectations. The Research Team agrees to complete the work described in (4.1). The 

Campaign is expected to facilitate this work as described in (4.2).  

 

3.3 Data. Interaction with respect to program related data. 

3.3.1 The Research Team will not publish or disclose private identifiable information about 

individual voters or campaigners with respect to their relation with the study. 

3.3.2 The Research Team may share data and related findings generated as part of this 

collaboration in spoken and/or written form and may publish results in scholarly and 

other outlets, with the exception of identifiable private information about individuals 

(voters or campaigners). The parties agree that this condition holds for an indefinite 

time period after the completion of the project. 

3.4 Time Frame: From 1 February 2009 to 1 June 2009, unless extended by mutual written 

agreement by the Parties. 

 

4 GENERAL TERMS AND PROVISIONS 

4.1 Expectations of the Research team 

The Research Team will: 

• Design the overall research strategy 

• Advise the campaign on which sites to visit during the pilot phase, which campaigner to assign 

to each site and which message to assign to each campaigner 

• Design any survey instruments and protocols  



• Design the sampling strategy 

• Design the survey database 

• Contract a team of researchers to implement surveys  

• Undertake analysis of survey data and produce a final report representing findings 

• Provide for any costs directly associated with collecting research data but will not provide any 

financing to support campaigners or the delivery of messages 

 

4.2 Expectations of The Campaign 

It is expected that the Campaign will: 

• Provide a set of messages to be tested 

• Provide material, in the form of flyers and inserts to be used by campaigners 

• Engage a set of 20 – 30 campaigners that are all trained to present each of the messages to be 

tested to voters 

• Identify a set of prominent endorsers and secure their permission to use their pictures to 

endorse the set of messages distributed to voters  

• Instruct campaigners to record basic information on the outcome of house visits (response 

rates and record of deviations from message) 

• Instruct campaigners to adhere to the schedule of visits for the pilot 

• Provide for any costs directly associated with campaigning 

 

5 GENERAL TERMS AND PROVISIONS 

5.1 General: This MOU does not require either party to obligate funds for purposes of 

remuneration. No payments are to be made to any member of the Research team.  

5.2 Effective Date: This MOU shall become effective upon the latter date of signature of the parties.   

5.3 Amendment and Termination: This MOU may be amended by the mutual written agreement 

between the parties.   

 

6 SIGNATURES 

 

IN WITNESS THEREOF, the subscribing officials are authorized to acknowledge and execute this 

Memorandum of Understanding.  

 

Research Team 

 

                                                                        . 

Signature 

 

                                                                        . 

Date 

 

                                                                        . 

Printed Name and Title 

 

The Campaign 

 

                                                                        . 

Signature        

 

                                                                        . 

Date 

 

                                                                        . 

Printed Name and Title 


