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2 The “Treatments” 

2.1 THE MESSAGES 

The two messages being examined are the “Fairness” and the “Accountability” messages. These are 

illustrated below. More information about these and other messages are available at: 

http://stv.ca/join 

FAIRNESS  ACCOUNTABILITY 

No more distorted outcomes. It will take 

roughly the same number of votes to elect an 

MLA, no matter what riding, no matter what 

party. Across the province, a party’s share of 

the votes will be very similar to their share of 

the seats. Your vote will count. 

Under the present system the Legislature we 

get is not the one we voted for. The current 

system — single-member plurality, or “first-past-

the-post” — distorts people’s votes, producing 

unrepresentative legislatures.  

• We usually have a majority government 

that has been elected by a minority of 

voters - a ‘false majority’. 

• Sometimes the winning party does not 

even have the most votes – a ‘wrong 

winner’, as happened in 1996. 

• A majority of our votes are usually ‘wasted’ 

– in 2005, 64% of voters had no effect on 

the outcome. Both major parties, and all 

smaller parties and independent 

candidates, have suffered from our 

antiquated voting system.  

 

Many countries around the world, including 

Germany, Ireland, Sweden, Australia and New 

Zealand, use modern systems that avoid these 

problems.   

 

BC-STV will give British Columbians the 

governments they vote for — and that’s the 

way it should be. 

 

Under our present voting system voters only have 

one candidate per party to choose from and are 

only represented by one candidate.  

 

But under STV, parties nominate multiple 

candidates in each district and the voters have 

the final say on which ones are elected.   

 

This means: 

• No more ‘safe seats’ - the voter’s choice is 

all that counts.  

 

• Since voters are represented by several 

candidates from the same, or different, 

parties at election time, they can compare 

how all of their district MLAs measure up

between elections.  

 

• More voter choice means MLAs have a 

stronger incentive to represent their 

community’s best interests in the legislature. 

 

• If you need help after Election Day you can 

approach the MLA you voted for, the one 

who lives closest to you, or all of your MLAs. 

 

BC-STV puts the power in the hands of the voters 

— and that’s the way it should be. 
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2.2 THE ENDORSERS 

The message testing will examine the effectiveness of four endorsers. These represent some of the 

diversity of the people supporting BC-STV.  They are: 

• CYN Andrew Coyne, Journalist and editor of McLean’s Magazine 

• NYS Lorne Nystrom, former NDP MP and Democratic Reform Critic 

• SUZ David Suzuki, environmentalist 

• MAN Preston Manning, former Reform Party leader 

 

2.3 THE PLACEBO TREATMENT 

In order to effectively distinguish the effects of messages and endorsements we require that some 

of the people you contact receive only a “placebo” rather than a “treatment” in the form of a 

campaign message. This placebo will take the form of an informative piece of information only; it 

does not contain a viewpoint advocating any position.  

• IMPORTANT: Each person you make contact with must receive this placebo and, as 

indicated on your sheet, some must receive ONLY this placebo.  

• IMPORTANT: If a person is only to receive a placebo you should not engage them in 

broader conversations about STV. Your job here is just to hand out the basic information 

and move on.  

• This placebo information is neutral and people should not see this as coming from the 

campaign. For this reason you are encouraged not to display affiliation with the campaign 

prominently when delivering a placebo. However if asked about your affiliation etc you 

should of course answer truthfully and plainly.  

 
On May 12, 2009 British Columbia voters will 

decide the following referendum question: 

The Referendum Information Office has been 

established by the provincial government to 

provide neutral information to voters about the 

referendum. The site contains details about the 

referendum vote, as well as information on the 

current electoral system and the BC-STV system 

proposed by the Citizens' Assembly on Electoral 

Reform. Find out more at 

http://www.gov.bc.ca/referendum_info/  

 

Illustration of “Placebo Treatment” 


