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37 CFR 202.20(a), (c)(1), (c)(2)(vii) (SELECTED COPYRIGHT REGULATIONS) 
 

§ 202.20 Deposit of copies and phonorecords for copyright registration. 
 (a) General.  This section prescribes rules pertaining to the deposit of copies and phonorecords of published and 
unpublished works for the purpose of copyright registration under section 408 of title 17 of the United States Code, 
as amended by Pub.L. 94-553.  The provisions of this section are not applicable to the deposit of copies and 
phonorecords for the Library of Congress under section 407 of title 17, except as expressly adopted in § 202.19 of 
these regulations. 
 * * * * 
 (c) Nature of required deposit. 

(1) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (c)(2) of this section, the deposit required to accompany an 
application for registration of claim to copyright under section 408 of title 17 shall consist of: 
   (i) In the case of unpublished works, one complete copy or phonorecord. 
   (ii) In the case of works first published in the United States before January 1, 1978, two complete 
copies or phonorecords of the work as first published. 
   (iii) In the case of works first published in the United States on or after January 1, 1978, two complete 
copies or phonorecords of the best edition. 
   (iv) In the case of works first published outside of the United States, one complete copy or phonorecord 
of the work either as first published or of the best edition.  For purposes of this section, any works simultaneously 
first published within and outside of the United States shall be considered to be first published in the United States. 
 * * * * 
 (c)(2)(vii) Computer programs and databases embodied in machine-readable copies other than CD-ROM 
format.  In cases where a computer program, database, compilation, statistical compendium, or the like, if 
unpublished is fixed, or if published is published only in the form of machine-readable copies (such as magnetic 
tape or disks, punched cards, semiconductor chip products, or the like) other than a CD-ROM format, from which 
the work cannot ordinarily be perceived except with the aid of a machine or device, the deposit shall consist of: 
   (A) For published or unpublished computer programs, one copy of identifying portions of the program, 
reproduced in a form visually perceptible without the aid of a machine or device, either on paper or in microform.  
For these purposes "identifying portions" shall mean one of the following: 
   (1) The first and last 25 pages or equivalent units of the source code if reproduced on paper, or at least 
the first and last 25 pages or equivalent units of the source code if reproduced in microform, together with the page 
or equivalent unit containing the copyright notice, if any.  If the program is 50 pages or less, the required deposit 
will be the entire source code.  In the case of revised versions of computer programs, if the revisions occur 
throughout the entire program, the deposit of the page containing the copyright notice and the first and last 25 pages 
of source code will suffice;  if the revisions do not occur in the first and last 25 pages, the deposit should consist of 
the page containing the copyright notice and any 50 pages of source code representative of the revised material;  or 
   (2) Where the program contains trade secret material, the page or equivalent unit containing the 
copyright notice, if any, plus one of the following:  the first and last 25 pages or equivalent units of source code 
with portions of the source code containing trade secrets blocked-out, provided that the blocked-out portions are 
proportionately less than the material remaining, and the deposit reveals an appreciable amount of original 
computer code;  or the first and last 10 pages or equivalent units of source code alone with no blocked-out portions;  
or the first and last 25 pages of object code, together with any 10 or more consecutive pages of source code with no 
blocked-out portions;  or for programs consisting of, or less than, 50 pages or equivalent units, entire source code 
with the trade secret portions blocked-out, provided that the blocked-out portions are proportionately less than the  
material remaining, and the remaining portion reveals an appreciable amount of original computer code. If the 
copyright claim is in a revision not contained in the first and last 25 pages, the deposit shall consist of either 20 
pages of source code representative of the revised material with no blocked-out portions, or any 50 pages of source 
code representative of the revised material with portions of the source code containing trade secrets blocked-out, 
provided that the blocked-out portions are proportionately less than the material remaining and the deposit reveals 
an appreciable amount of original computer code.  Whatever method is used to block out trade secret material, at 
least an appreciable amount of original computer code must remain visible. 
   (B) Where registration of a program containing trade secrets is made on the basis of an object code 
deposit the Copyright Office will make registration under its rule of doubt and warn that no determination has been 
made concerning the existence of copyrightable authorship. 
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   (C) Where the application to claim copyright in a computer program includes a specific claim in related 
computer screen displays, the deposit, in addition to the identifying portions specified in paragraph (c)(2)(vii)(A) of 
this section, shall consist of: 
   (1) Visual reproductions of the copyrightable expression in the form of printouts, photographs, or 
drawings no smaller than 3x3 inches and no larger than 9x12 inches;  or 
   (2) If the authorship in the work is predominantly audiovisual, a one-half inch VHS format videotape 
reproducing the copyrightable expression, except that printouts, photographs, or drawings no smaller than 3x3 
inches and no larger than 9x12 inches must be deposited in lieu of videotape where the computer screen material 
simply constitutes a demonstration of the functioning of the computer program. 
   (D) For published and unpublished automated databases, compilations, statistical compendia, and the 
like, so fixed or published, one copy of identifying portions of the work, reproduced in a form visually perceptible 
without the aid of a machine or device, either on paper or in microform.  For these purposes: 
   (1) "Identifying portions" shall generally mean either the first and last 25 pages or equivalent units of 
the work if reproduced on paper or in microform. 
   (2) "Datafile" and "file" shall mean a group of data records pertaining to a common subject matter 
regardless of their size or the number of data items in them. 
   (3) In the case of individual registration of a revised version of the works identified in paragraph 
(c)(2)(vii)(D) of this section, the identifying portions deposited shall contain 50 representative pages or data records 
which have been added or modified. 
   (4) If the work is an automated database comprising multiple separate or distinct data files, "identifying 
portions" shall instead consist of 50 complete data records from each data file or the entire data file, whichever is 
less, and the descriptive statement required by paragraph (c)(2)(vii)(D)(5) of this section. 
   (5) In the case of group registration for revised or updated versions of a database, the claimant shall 
deposit identifying portions that contain 50 representative pages or equivalent units, or representative data records 
which have been marked to disclose (or do in fact disclose solely) the new material added on one representative 
publication date if published, or on one representative creation date, if unpublished, and shall also deposit a brief 
typed or printed descriptive statement containing the notice of copyright information required under paragraphs 
(c)(2)(vii)(D)(6) or (7) of this section, if the work bears a notice, and; 
   (i) The title of the database; 
   (ii) A subtitle, date of creation or publication, or other information, to distinguish any separate or 
distinct data files for cataloging purposes; 
   (iii) The name and address of the copyright claimant; 
   (iv) For each separate file, its name and content, including its subject, the origin(s) of the data, and the 
approximate number of data records it contains; and 
   (v) In the case of revised or updated versions of an automated database, information as to the nature 
and frequency of changes in the database and some identification of the location within the database or the separate 
data files of the revisions. 
  (6) For a copyright notice embodied in machine-readable form, the statement shall describe exactly the 
visually perceptible content of the notice which appears in or with the database, and the manner and frequency with 
which it is displayed (e.g., at user's terminal only at sign-on, or continuously on terminal display, or on printouts, 
etc.). 
  (7) If a visually perceptible copyright notice is placed on any copies of the work (or on magnetic tape reels 
or containers therefor), a sample of such notice must also accompany the statement. 
 


