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CHAPTER 7: EMPLOYMENT AND ECONOMIC ACTIVITY

The following pages present information on employment and economic
activities in the Gambia in 2003. Overall, forty-five percent of Gambia’s
economically active population were employed in 2003. Forty-seven
percent of those employed were engaged in agriculture and animal
husbandry; 14% in services, shops and market and 15% in wholesale and
retail. Dependency rate is higher in urban than rural areas, although
majority of rural residents are engaged in agriculture and animal hus-
bandry.

In all regions, there were more females than males engaged in agriculture
and animal husbandry although they are less represented in other
occupations. Low literacy rate, combined with lower incidence of
migration to urban centers, means that most females who, left in the
village have little choice but agriculture and animal husbandry as a main
occupation and source of livelihood.
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Employment of the economically active

population in 2003

Forty-five percent of the economically active population
reported being employed. The economically active
population includes all persons 7 years and over.
Agriculture and animal husbandry is the largest employer
engaging forty-nine percent followed by wholesale and
retail trade (15%). Employment in manufacturing

accounts for only 5% of the total employed.
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Percentage of employed population
by Industry and gender in 2003
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Population data: The Gambia Population and Housing Census 2003
District boundary data: The Gambia 50000 dataset. Department
of State for Local Government and Lands, 2001.
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Kanlflng MunICIpallty 3 N Ian”a 95 Population data: The Gambia Population and Housing Census 2003
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Dependency Rate

Dependency Rate in 2003 ., M
Dependency rate is the percentage of dependent e BT as o2 a 500
persons in the population. Dependent persons are ] [ T
those too young to work (under 15 years) and those
too old to work (65 years and over). At the national
level, 65 percent of the population is identified as
dependant, a decrease from 68% in 1993.
Dependency rate is higher in urban than rural areas.
Brikama LGA has the highest dependency rate
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Dependency Dependency B 65- 70
District Rate District Rate 60 65
Upper Saloum 51.20 | Foni Kansala 68.87 o5 - 60
Niamina Dankunku 51.71| Foni Bondali 69.49 oss than 55%
Nianija 55.02 | Foni Bintang Karanai 70.58
Sami 55.19 | Kombo North 70.59 Ditrict boundary cata; The Garmbia 50000 dataset Depariment
Kiang Centra| 56.38 Kombo Centra' 7429 of State for Local Government and Lands, 2001.
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