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10th floor Schermerhorn Extension, 1200 Amsterdam Ave., New York, NY 10027.
Education:

2007-            PhD student. Ecology, Evolution and Environmental Biology, Columbia University, New York, New York. 

2004 – 2006 Masters of Science in Vegetal Biology, concentration in plant-animal interactions. Universidade Estadual Paulista “Julio de Mesquita” (UNESP – Rio    Claro, SP) Brazil.

1999 – 2003 Bachelor of Science in Biological Sciences

                       Bachelor in Biological Sciences Education

                       Universidade Estadual Paulista “Julio de Mesquita” (UNESP – Rio    Claro, SP) Brazil.

Research interests: 

· Demographic and genetic effects of interactions between pollinators/frugivorous birds and plants.

· Theoretical and applied studies of pollination and seed dispersal systems;

· Spatio-temporal variation in frugivory and seed dispersal patterns;

· Influence of environmental and plant factors on frugivory by birds;

Grants and awards:
2008             Ecology, Evolution and Environmental Biology pre-dissertation travel award
2008             Institute of Latin American Studies-summer field research pre-dissertation travel grant

2008             Sigma Xi grants-in-aid of research program    

2003            Concession of equipments for field research, Idea Wild.

Fellowships

2007-           Columbia University Faculty Fellowship 
2007          Programa de Ayudas FPI (MEC-Spain) Graduate Fellowship (offer declined)
 2004 - 2006 Masters Scholarship, CNPq (Conselho Nacional de Desenvolvimento Científico e Tecnológico).

2003 - 2003 Undergraduate Scholarship, CNPq (Conselho Nacional de Desenvolvimento Científico e Tecnológico).
Research experience:
2008 -      Internship (National Museum of Natural History, Washington DC): screening microsatellites and genotyping samples of Heliconia acuminata, an Amazonian understory plant.
2006-2006    Project: Patterns of phenology, frugivory and fruit morphology in Pantanal, MS, Brazil - Participation in the project. (Department of Ecology, UNESP, Coordinators: Dr. Mauro Galetti and Dr. Marco Aurélio Pizo). Funding: FAPESP (Fundação de Amparo   a Pesquisa do Estado de São Paulo), Earthwatch Institute.
2004 – 2006 Project: Patterns of frugivory and seed dispersal of palms in the Atlantic Rain Forest – Master’s thesis: “Spatial variation in the interactions between the palm Euterpe  edulis and frugivorous birds: implications for seed dispersal.” (Department of Vegetal Biology, UNESP, Advisor: Dr. Mauro Galetti). Funding: FAPESP (Fundação de Amparo a Pesquisa do Estado de São Paulo), IFS (International Foundation for Science).
2002 – 2003 Project: Patterns of frugivory and seed dispersal of palms in the Atlantic Rain Forest – Undergraduate monography “Frugivory and seed dispersal of Euterpe edulis (Arecaceae) in three forests types in Ilha do Cardoso State Park, SP.” (Department of Vegetal Biology, UNESP, Advisor: Dr. Mauro Galetti). Funding: FAPESP (Fundação de Amparo   a Pesquisa do Estado de São Paulo).
2003 – 2003 Project: Ecology and conservation of the parrot papagaio-da-cara-roxa Amazona brasiliensis – Participation in the project. (IBC – Instituto da Biologia da Conservação, Coordinators: Dr. Mauro Galetti and Dr. Stuart Marsden).

Presentations in scientific events:

1- Castro, E.R.; Côrtes, M.; Morelatto, P.; Navarro, L. and Galetti, M. Spatio-temporal variation in thrushes (AVES: Muscicapidae) abundances in relation to fruit availability in the atlantic rain forest (oral presentation). In: XIV Brazilian Ornithology Conference, 2006.

2- Côrtes, M. and Galetti, M. Frugivory of the palmito Euterpe edulis (Arecaceae) in a land-bridge island in the atlantic forest in Brazil (poster presentation). In: The association for tropical biology and conservation meeting – frontiers of tropical biology and conservation, 2005.

3- Côrtes, M. and Galetti, M. Variation of Euterpe edulis Mart. (Arecaceae) fruit sizes in two forest types in Ilha do Cardoso State Park, SP (poster presentation). In: XV Conference of the Botanical Society of São Paulo, 2004.

4- Côrtes, M. and Galetti, M. Frugivory and seed dispersal of Euterpe edulis in three forest types in Ilha do Cardoso State Park, SP (poster presentation). In: XV Conference of Scientific Initiation, 2003.

Lectures and teaching experience:
1- Instructor. VI Ibero-american course of frugivory and seed dispersal (UNICAMP, Campinas – SP and Ilha do Cardoso, Cananeia – SP). 2007.

2- Lecture. Frugivory and seed dispersal of Euterpe edulis Mart. (Arecaceae). In: II Symposium of seed dispersal and conservation biology (UNESP, Rio Claro, SP). 2005. 

3- Teaching assistance. V Ibero-american course of frugivory and seed dispersal. (UNICAMP, Campinas – SP and Ilha do Cardoso, Cananéia – SP). 2005.

4- Lecture. Spatial and Temporal patterns in the frugivory of Euterpe edulis (Arecaceae). In: I Symposium of seed dispersal and conservation biology (UNESP, Rio Claro, SP). 2004.

5- Course: Biology, ecology, and importance of the palmito-juçara in the atlantic rain forest. Public: environmental monitors in Cananéia, SP, Brazil. 2003.

Referee work for scientific journals

2008              Biotropica (2)

Publications
· In press

Côrtes, M.C., Cazetta, E., Staggemeier, V.G, and Galetti, M. In press. Linking frugivore activity to early recruitment of a bird dispersed tree, Eugenia umbelliflora (Myrtaceae). Austral Ecology.
-  Submitted
Castro, E.R.; Côrtes, M.C.; Morelatto, P.; Navarro, L. and Galetti, M. In review. Spatial and temporal variation of thrushes (Turdidae) in relation to fruit availability in the Atlantic Rainforest. Acta Oecologica. 

Uriarte, M.; Yackulic, C.; Cooper, T.; Flynn, D.; Côrtes, M.; Cullman, G.; McGinty, M.; Sircely, J. Expansion of sugarcane production in São Paulo, Brazil: implications for fire occurrence and respiratory health. Biotropica. 
· In preparation

Côrtes, M.C.; Castro E.R.; Galetti, M. In prep. High quantity variation in Euterpe edulis seed dispersal along a spatial gradient in the Atlantic Rainforest.

Genini, J.; Côrtes, M.C.; Galetti, M. In prep. Network structure and intensity of mistletoes-host interactions in the Brazilian Pantanal. 

