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A note on search engines

· Although fast, easy to use and navigate, for our purposes in systematic reviews, search engines would be recommended to use as a supplement in addition to the electronic databases you will have already searched
· Use for grey lit searching
· Much of the information will be duplicates
	Search Engines

	

	AlltheWeb
	http://www.alltheweb.com

	
	

	Altavista
	http://www.altavista.com

	
	

	Google
	

	
	

	Google Scholar
	Focuses on academic/scholarly materials available on the web; use as a supplementary tool along with the established databases

	
	

	Exalead
	France; Non-North American based search engine

	
	

	Gigablast
	http://www.gigablast.com

	
	

	Healia
	http://www.healia.com/healia

	
	

	Live Search
	http://www.live.com

	
	

	Lycos
	http://www.lycos.com

	
	

	Open Search (formerly A9)
	http://a9.com/-/home.jsp

	
	

	WiseNut
	http://www.wisenut.com

	
	

	Yahoo!
	http://www.yahoo.com

	
	

	Not finding what you want or think should be 'out there'? 
Check for specialty health search engines from Search Engine Watch

	
	

	Meta Search Engines

	Metacrawlers don't crawl the web themselves to build listings. They send searches to several search engines all at once and then blend the results together onto one page.

	
	

	Clusty
	http://clusty.com
Clusty, from Vivisimo, presents both standard web search results and Vivisimo's dynamic clusters that automatically categorize results.

	
	

	Copernic
	http://www.copernic.com
Meta-search engine tool which queries leading search engines to bring you back relevant, high quality results. 

	
	

	Dogpile
	http://dogpile.com
Dogpile sends a search to a customizable list of search engines, directories and specialty search sites, then displays results from each search engine individually.

	
	

	Ixquick
	http://us.ixquick.com/eng

	
	

	MammaHealth
	http://www.mammahealth.com
Mamma searches against a variety of major crawlers, directories and specialty search sites

	
	

	Metacrawler
	http://www.metacrawler.com

	
	

	SurfWax
	http://www.surfwax.com

	
	

	Vivisimo
	http://vivisimo.com
Enter a search term, and Vivismo will pull back matching responses from major search engines and also automatically organize the pages into categories.

	
	

	CANNOT BE RECOMMENDED FOR SYSTEMATIC REVIEWS


NOTE: Search engines are useful for grey literature searching or to get ideas for searching, but they are NOT suitable for the comprehensive nature of searching required for systematic reviews.
