MODULE 2
Searching the Literature

Introduction

Now that you have created a research question, the next step is to consult the literature to find out what is known about your question.  In fact, this process is iterative – in order to develop a good research question it is necessary to repeatedly refine the question by considering what is known about various aspects of the question.  In this module, we will focus on how to consult the medical literature in an organized fashion.  The goal is to be able to write a concise but effective Background section as would be required in any grant submission.  
Objectives

The user will be able to:

· Demonstrate the use of advanced features of PubMed
· Import citations into a Bibliographic Database

· Create a bibliography using Reference Manager

· Write an effective Background section for their study proposal

Key Concepts

· PubMed and Ovid each have a number of advanced features that are well worth taking the time to learn

· Bibliographic software is an important tool for manuscript and grant writing

· The Background section of a grant or manuscript sets the context for your question – it explains how your question fits into the present state of knowledge thus justifying your request for funding or publication.

Activities

· Online tour of selected features of PubMed and Ovid

· Downloading of a demonstration version of either PubMed or EndNote bibliographic software

· Writing and submission of the Background section of your scholarly project.  In this module, we list a sample format and supply examples of well-written Background sections
Quicklinks

PubMed Tutorial:  http://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/pubmed_tutorial/m1001.html

Clinical PubMed Tutorial:  www.columbia.edu/~mvp19/cc.htm 

Ovid Tutorial:  http://www.ovid.com/site/help/ovid_tutorials.jsp?top=28&mid=30&bottom=60
EndNote Download:  http://www.endnote.com/endemo.asp
Reference Manager Download:  http://www.refman.com/rmdemo.asp 

Task Checklist
Each of these tasks should be discussed with your program director and tailored to your educational goals.  They are just suggestions to enhance your learning … by doing.

1. File #1 should contain the following:

a. A literature search done by you, preferably without aid, on a topic that has a systematic review in either the Campbell or Cochrane Collaboration Databases.
b. The literature search strategy from the corresponding Collaboration review

2. File #2 should be a formatted Reference Manager database on the topic of your scholarly work

3. File #3 is a one-page Background section for your scholarly work

