Module 5:    Qualitative Module – Research Proposal Template
Assignment:  Complete the following subsections to describe the study design you will use to explore the questions you have raised.  Use the Critical Appraisal worksheets as a checklist to help you decide what to cover.  You are encouraged to include a flow diagram showing how your study would run.

Feel free to delete the comments listed at right.  You can temporarily hide them by clicking the “View” menu and then the “Markup” submenu in most versions of Word.

Have your research preceptor review your document with you.

TITLE

ABSTRACT

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
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SIGNIFICANCE

LITERATURE
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METHODS
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Size of Sample
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Recruitment procedures

DATA COLLECTION



Why this method?



Sample instrument questions? 



Reliability and validity?



Monitoring quality?




DATA ANALYSIS

DATA INTERPRETATION 

TIME TABLE

ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS AND LIMITATIONS

KNOWLEDGE TRANSLATION STRATEGY



FINDINGS
IMPLICATIONS

REFERENCES

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS


APPENDICES

1. DATA COLLECTION FORMS

2. CONSENT FORMS

�


Purpose: What are the aims of the study?  If this project is part of a wider study, what are its aims?�
�
�



�introduce and define the research questions, hypotheses, or overall theory that the research is seeking to address or test


�Clearly describe how you will investigate the  understudied issues .





�• Does your study address an important problem?


• How will scientific knowledge be advanced?


• What will be the effect of these studies on the concepts or methods that drive this field?


Display your knowledge of relevant fields


analyze critically the existing research,


show how your proposed work will extend a research area, fill a gap, or cover new terrain to


address public health concerns


�How does your planned study communicate gaps in existing understanding? How is your planned study important to address the gaps, and to expand the frontiers of scientific knowledge?


Critically evaluate the research literature


argue for your choice of concepts being investigated


argue for your conceptual/theoretical framework underlying the research


argue for your choice of methodological approach


show how results of methodological similar research made contributions


discuss strengths and limitations of existing studies





�describe the importance of pilot work or preliminary analysis; show your competence with these methods; show you are able to carry out proposed research


�  Within what geographical and care setting is the study carried out? 


  What is the rationale for choosing this setting? 


  Is the setting appropriate and/or sufficiently specific for examination of the research question? 


  Over what time period is the study conducted?


�Simple statement (not detailed) to give the rationale for the design: Is the aim of descriptive, hypothesis testing or both?  If comparative, what is the unit of comparison?  Will you use one approach or a several? Will you collect data at one point of a multiple points? How will the population be defined?


�demographics of interest to the research: gender, age, ethnicity


�how does the research question, the data and analysis influence sample size?  What about previous studies?  How will you know when adequate sample size is reached? Saturation/redundancy is influenced by data quality. 


�what are the rationale?


�Relate these details to show how collected data are related to research aims


�How will they be contacted? Who will recruit?


�Why is this the best method?


�Provide some in narrative form.


�Efforts to establish validity - searching for negative evidence, use of multiple sources, data triangulation?


�Training and supervising data collectors? Checking of log books, interviews, site visits?


�How will the data be analysed? 


Theoretical framework?


 Is adequate evidence provided to support the analysis


 evidence of iterative analysis? 


  Will software be used?


 How will you overcome methodological challenges?


�How subjects will be recruited, how informed consent obtained,  any possible adverse interventions,, unintentional psychological outcomes – how these effects will be minimized, how confidentiality and privacy is assured


�How will you disseminate your findings to others who have a stake in your question?  Think broadly.  Be inclusive of groups that might be outside your domain (e.g. lawmakers, consumer groups, policy makers).  Your research must reach others in order to make a difference.  Discuss the convergence between proposed research and mandates of sponsoring institutes and organizations. 


�Describe how your research will contribute to the health needs of the population. 


�For the acknowledgements, list funding agencies and unfunded support for your study.  Any people you list should be asked their permission to be listed AHEAD of submission.


�You may wish to use a table to show how you will collect data





