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Overview 

An under-appreciated step in clinical research is the management of the data you collect.  Unless done properly, this stage can cost the investigator considerable time and, at worst, can compromise the data quality and consequently the study results.  We recommend reading this section BEFORE you actually start collecting data.

Objectives

To understand the issues of data management and be able to design data collection and entry schemes

At the end of this module, the participant will be able to:

· Develop a data dictionary or codebook

· Choose the most appropriate program for data entry

· Handle missing data

· Carry out data cleaning procedures

· Check for incorrect entry format and logical inconsistencies

· Prepare a data archive

Readings

Main reference: 

Hulley, SB, Cummings, SR, et al. (2001). Designing Clinical Research, Second Edition; Lippincott Williams and Wilkins. -- Chapter 16. Data Management
Supplementary reference:

Berk, Kenneth N. and Carey, Patrick. Data Analysis with Microsoft Excel; Duxbury Press (Brooks/Cole).

Quicklinks:  

Sample Excel Data Files:

· Calgary Bronchiolitis Study
· UBC Education Trial
· UBC Evidence-Based Child Health Survey
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