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In his book "Cybernetics or Control and Communication in the Animal and the Machine", Norbert Wiener explores the science of communication. Describing simple communication among ants, Wiener gives an example to explain the phenomenon of how information spreads and is communicated. Though the communication mechanism of ants appears simple, this apparently simple means of conveying information "depends not only on the information conveyed by the stimulus itself but on the whole nervous constitution of the sender and the receiver of the stimulus as well." Also Wiener discusses how the spread of information creates organization.

There has been little research attention to the history and conceptual framework of computer networking development in Central and Eastern Europe before the 1990s when the Internet quickly became a world wide entity. An understanding of the research collaboration and the spread of information about computer networking in Central and Eastern Europe in the 1970s and 1980s can help to put the development of the Internet in the 1990s in Europe into its historical context. This paper will present the collaborative framework that was developed to support this research and focus on how such research made early forms of computer networking possible between different Central European countries in the 1980s. It will look at examples from GDR networking activities and from the Computer Science Project at the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA). It will look also for the early connections via modems.
The paper will raise research questions about this historical period in order to place this period of Central and Eastern European computer networking development within the context of the international research community activity to develop the Internet in the 1970s and the 1980s. 
