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The table below lists the main uses of verbs of motion in the past, present, and future. 

  

 Past Present Future 

MD 

 

Impfv. 
hodít√ 
ézdit√ 

(1) single round trip: 

--V£erá m∫ hodíli 
v kinó. 

(2) multiple round 
trips: 

--Létom m∫ vsegdá 
ézdili na Óg. 

(1) activity of 
moving, without 
specific destination: 

--Ih rebënok u∞é 
hódit. 

(2) Habitual round 
trips: 

--Létom Ô vsegdá 
éz∞u na Óg. 

As for present 
tense. 

--Ih rebënok skóro 
búdet hodít√. 

--V ƒtom godú, Ô 
búdu hodít√ po 
párku ká∞d∫Ÿ den√. 

 

UD 

 

Impfv. 
idtí 
éhat√ 

[motion in progress 
only] 

(1) motion in 
progress: 

--Kuda t∫ idë{√? 

(2) motion that is 
definitely expected 
to take place: 

--Pósle Ìkzámenov, 
Ô edu v Moskvú. 

(3) Repeated 
motion where the 
destination is much 
more important 
than the return: 

--Â vsegdá édu v 
Moskvú na létn∫e 
kaníkul∫. 

[motion in progress 
only] 

 
In the past and future tenses, use imperfective unidirectional verbs of motion (idti, ehat√) 
only to describe goal-directed motion that was/will be in progress at the time spoken of, e.g.: 

 Kodgá m∫ búdem éhat√ v KrasnoÔrsk, daváŸ igrát√ v {áhmat∫. 
When we’re on our way to Krasonoyarsk, let’s play chess (to pass the time). 

 Kogdá Ô éhal domóŸ, Ô uvídela u∞ásnuÓ aváriÓ. 
On my way (driv ng) home, I saw a terrible accident. i

 

EXERCISES 
 
I.  Translate each of the sample sentences given in the table above into English. 
 
II.  Translate the following into Russian:  
1. On my way to [while walking to] work, I’ll buy some paper and envelopes. 
2. Where were you going when I ran into [met] you? 
3. I always take the train to school (and back). 
4. I always take the train to school, and the bus home. 
5. Every Friday, my friends and I go to the movies. 
6. Where are you going on this bus? 
7. We’re going to Odessa for the summer holidays. 
8. Where did you go this morning?  I was looking for you. 


