BASIC VERBS OF MOTION

in the past, present, and future

The table below lists the main uses of verbs of motion in the past, present, and future.

Past

Present

Future

Impfv.
X0auTb
€30UTb

MD <

(1) single round trip:

--Buepa mbl xogunu
B KMHO.

(2) multiple round
trips:

--NléTom mbl BCerga
é3auUnu Ha tor.

(1) activity of
moving, without

specific destination:

--VIx pe6EHOK yxé
x6amT.

(2) Habitual round
trips:

--JléTom A Bcerpa
€3y Ha tor.

As for present
tense.

--UIx peb&Hok ckdpo
6yneT XxoauTb.

--B aTom rogy, S
6yay xoauTb no
NapKy KaXAbl AeHb.

Impfv.
naTn
éxaTb

UD<

\

[motion in progress
only]

(1) motion in
progress:

--Kyna Tol ngéwb?

(2) motion that is
definitely expected
to take place:

--Mécne ak3admeHos,
s egy B Mockay.

(3) Repeated
motion where the
destination is much
more important
than the return:
--71 Bcerga épny B
MockBy Ha NéTHbIE
KaHWUKyIbl.

[motion in progress
only]

In the past and future tenses, use imperfective unidirectional verbs of motion (ugTu, exatb)
only to describe goal-directed motion that was/will be in progress at the time spoken of, e.g.:

= Kogra mbl 6yaem éxatb B KpacHosipck, AaBan urpaTb B LWAXmarbl.

When we’re on our way to Krasonoyarsk, let’s play chess (to pass the time).
= Korga a éxan gomoén, g yBuaena y>KacHyro aBsapuio.
On my way (driving) home, | saw a terrible accident.

EXERCISES

I. Translate each of the sample sentences given in the table above into English.

ON OUTHAWN =

. Translate the following into Russian:

On my way to [while walking to] work, I'll buy some paper and envelopes.
Where were you going when | ran into [med] you?
| always take the train to school (and back).
| always take the train to school, and the bus home.
Every Friday, my friends and | go to the movies.
Where are you going on this bus?
We're going to Odessa for the summer holidays.
Where did you go this morning? | was looking for you.
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